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Amendment 76
Anna Rosbach

Draft legislative resolution
Citation 5 a (new)

Draft legislative resolution Amendment

- having regard to its resolution of 19 
January 2012 on how to avoid food 
wastage: strategies for a more efficient 
food chain in the EU1 (2011/2175(INI),
__________________
1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2012)0014.

Or. en

Amendment 77
Giancarlo Scottà

Proposal for a decision
Title 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

 Proposal for a Proposal for a
DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on a General Union Environment Action 
Programme to 2020

on a General Union Environment Action 
Programme to 2020

‘Living well, within the limits of our 
planet’

‘Living well on our planet’

(Text with EEA relevance) (Text with EEA relevance)

(This amendment applies throughout the 
text)

Or. it

Justification

The title of the Commission's programme sounds a little like science fiction,when, in actual 
fact, the programme is supposed to provide real solutions to 'earthly' problems.
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Amendment 78
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6a) Current and future environment 
policies, implemented effectively, are 
central to ensure high employment, a 
competitive economy, social stability and 
a rich and healthy environment.

Or. en

Justification

As highlighted in various parts of this document, environment policies are central to ensure 
that the EU in the future will experience social stability, a competitive economy providing 
high employment and a rich and healthy environment. These advantages of environment 
policies are summed up and made more explicit in this amendment.

Amendment 79
Jolanta Emilia Hibner, Bogusław Sonik

Proposal for a decision
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) It is essential that Union priority 
objectives for 2020 are established, in light 
of a long-term vision for 2050. The new 
programme should build on policy 
initiatives in the Europe 2020 strategy4 , 
including the EU climate and energy 
package5 , the Roadmap for moving to a 
low-carbon economy in 20506 , the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy to 20207 , the 
Roadmap to a resource-efficient Europe8

and the Innovation Union Flagship 
Initiative9 .

(7) It is essential that Union priority 
objectives for 2020 are established, in light 
of a long-term vision for 2050. The new 
programme should build on already 
adopted policy initiatives in the Europe 
2020 strategy4 , including the EU climate 
and energy package5, the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy to 20207 , the Roadmap to a 
resource-efficient Europe8, the Innovation 
Union Flagship Initiative9 as well as 
proposal for 2030 framework for climate 
and energy policies by the European 
Commission. 
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Or. en

Amendment 80
João Ferreira

Proposal for a decision
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) It is essential that Union priority 
objectives for 2020 are established, in light 
of a long-term vision for 2050. The new 
programme should build on policy 
initiatives in the Europe 2020 strategy, 
including the EU climate and energy 
package, the Roadmap for moving to a 
low-carbon economy in 2050, the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy to 2020, the 
Roadmap to a resource-efficient Europe
and the Innovation Union Flagship 
Initiative.

(7) It is essential that Union priority 
objectives for 2020 are established, in light 
of a long-term vision for 2050. The new 
programme should be founded on policy 
initiatives that are not based on market 
solutions for the environment in the 
Europe 2020 strategy, such as the EU 
climate and energy package, the Roadmap 
for moving to a low-carbon economy in 
2050, the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020, the Roadmap to a resource-efficient 
Europe and the Innovation Union Flagship 
Initiative.

Or. pt

Amendment 81
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) The programme should help achieve 
the environment targets the Union has 
already agreed.

(8) The programme should help achieve 
the environment targets the Union has 
already agreed and identify policy areas 
where there is the need to set additional 
targets.

Or. en



PE508.007v01-00 6/67 AM\931263EN.doc

EN

Amendment 82
Richard Seeber, Karl-Heinz Florenz, Peter Liese

Proposal for a decision
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) The Union has agreed to achieve a 
reduction of EU greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions of at least 20% by 2020 (30%, 
provided that other developed countries 
commit themselves to comparable 
emissions reductions and that developing 
countries contribute adequately according 
to their responsibilities and respective 
capabilities); to ensure that 20% of energy 
consumption comes from renewable 
energy by 2020; and a 20% cut in primary 
energy use compared with projected levels, 
to be achieved by improving energy 
efficiency10.

(9) The Union has agreed to achieve a 
reduction of EU greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions of at least 20% by 2020 (30%, 
provided that other developed countries 
commit themselves to comparable 
emissions reductions and that developing 
countries contribute adequately according 
to their responsibilities and respective 
capabilities); to ensure that 20% of energy 
consumption comes from renewable 
energy by 2020; and a 20% cut in primary 
energy use compared with projected levels, 
to be achieved by improving energy 
efficiency10. These pledges should 
continue to apply on the basis of the 
existing climate and energy policy 
framework, which sets binding targets for 
2030, in order to ensure that long-term 
climate-policy objectives can be achieved 
in a cost-effective manner.

Or. de

Amendment 83
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) The Union has agreed to halt the loss 
of biodiversity and the degradation of 
ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, 
restore them in so far as feasible, while 
stepping up the EU contribution to averting 
global biodiversity loss11 ;

(10) The Union has agreed to halt the loss 
of biodiversity and the degradation of 
ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, 
restore them in so far as feasible, while 
stepping up the EU contribution to averting 
global biodiversity loss11, as well as to a 
long-term vision that by 2050 European 



AM\931263EN.doc 7/67 PE508.007v01-00

EN

Union biodiversity and the ecosystem 
services it provides – its natural capital –
are protected, valued and appropriately 
restored for biodiversity’s intrinsic value 
and for their essential contribution to 
human wellbeing and economic 
prosperity;

Or. en

Justification

Reflecting the Commission Communication (COM(2011) 244), Council Conclusions of 25, 26 
May 2010 and 23 June 2011, and the position of the European Parliament as adopted in 
plenary in its report on our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 
2020(2011/2307).

Amendment 84
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) Action to deliver the priority 
objectives should be taken at different 
levels of governance, in line with the 
principle of subsidiarity.

(19) Action to deliver the priority 
objectives should be taken at different 
levels of governance, in line with the 
principle of subsidiarity and the latest 
scientific developments.

Or. en

Amendment 85
Anja Weisgerber, Esther de Lange

Proposal for a decision
Recital 19 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19a) Soil plays a vital role in achieving 
the EU’s biodiversity objective. Its 
degradation has primarily local and 
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regional causes and impact. Therefore, 
the principle of subsidiarity should 
consequently be respected. Member States 
are called upon to fulfil their obligations 
in terms of guaranteeing soil quality and 
keep the soil in good condition. Member 
States without soil protection legislation 
are urged to shoulder their 
responsibilities.

Or. en

Amendment 86
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) Engagement with non-government 
actors is important in ensuring the success 
of the programme and the achievement of 
its priority objectives.

(20) Transparency based engagement with 
non-government actors is important in 
ensuring the success of the programme and 
the achievement of its priority objectives.

Or. en

Amendment 87
João Ferreira, Sabine Wils

Proposal for a decision
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) Engagement with non-government 
actors is important in ensuring the success 
of the programme and the achievement of 
its priority objectives.

(20) Cooperation with non-government 
actors is important in ensuring the success 
of the programme and the achievement of 
its priority objectives.

Or. pt
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Amendment 88
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Biodiversity loss and the degradation 
of ecosystems in the Union have important 
implications for the environment and are 
costly for society as a whole, particularly 
for economic actors in sectors that depend 
directly on ecosystem services.

(21) Biodiversity loss and the degradation 
of ecosystems in the Union have not only
important implications for the environment 
and are costly for society as a whole, 
particularly for economic actors in sectors 
that depend directly on ecosystem services, 
but also for future generations. 

Or. en

Amendment 89
João Ferreira

Proposal for a decision
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Biodiversity loss and the degradation 
of ecosystems in the Union have important 
implications for the environment and are 
costly for society as a whole, particularly 
for economic actors in sectors that depend 
directly on ecosystem services.

(21) Biodiversity loss and the degradation 
of ecosystems in the Union have important 
implications for the environment and are 
costly for society as a whole.

Or. pt

Amendment 90
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) There is significant scope for reducing (22) There is significant scope for reducing 
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greenhouse gas emissions and enhancing 
resource efficiency in the Union. This will 
ease pressures on the environment and 
bring increased competitiveness and new 
sources of growth and jobs through cost 
savings from improved efficiency, 
commercialisation of innovations and 
better management of resources over their 
whole life cycle.

greenhouse gas emissions and enhancing 
energy and resource efficiency in the 
Union. This will ease pressures on the 
environment and bring increased 
competitiveness and new sources of growth 
and jobs through cost savings from 
improved efficiency, commercialisation of 
innovations and better management of 
resources over their whole life cycle.

Or. en

Amendment 91
Dan Jørgensen

Proposal for a decision
Recital 22 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22a) Degradation of the marine 
environment, including from ocean 
acidification; marine litter; and ocean 
noise pose significant threats to EU 
marine environments. 

Or. en

Amendment 92
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) Environmental problems and impacts 
continue to pose significant risks for 
human health and wellbeing, whereas 
measures to improve the state of the 
environment can be beneficial.

(23) Environmental problems and impacts
increasingly pose significant risks for 
human health and wellbeing, whereas 
measures to improve the state of the 
environment can be beneficial and should 
be encouraged in all aspects of European 
Union policy.
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Or. en

Amendment 93
Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) Environmental problems and impacts 
continue to pose significant risks for 
human health and wellbeing, whereas 
measures to improve the state of the 
environment can be beneficial.

(23) Environmental problems and impacts 
increasingly pose significant risks for 
human health and wellbeing, especially 
regarding the quality and security of the
food supply, whereas measures to improve 
the state of the environment can be 
beneficial.

Or. en

Amendment 94
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Recital 23 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23a) Union policy on climate change 
must pursue a comprehensive approach, 
recognizing that all sectors of the
economy must contribute to tackling 
climate change on the path to 2050. In 
addition to the scope in sectors covered by 
the Emissions Trading Scheme, additional 
action is needed to unlock cost effective 
reductions of emissions covered by the 
Effort Sharing Decision, in ways that can 
stimulate green investment and encourage 
behaviour change in consumers and other 
actors.

Or. en
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Amendment 95
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The full and even implementation of 
the environment acquis across the Union is 
a sound investment for the environment 
and human health, and also for the 
economy.

(24) The full and even implementation of 
the environment acquis across the Union is 
a sound investment for the environment 
and human health, for the economy and 
for future generations.

Or. en

Amendment 96
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The full and even implementation of 
the environment acquis across the Union is 
a sound investment for the environment 
and human health, and also for the 
economy.

(24) The full and even implementation of 
the environment acquis across the Union is 
a Treaty obligation as well as a sound 
investment for the environment and human 
health, and also for the economy.

Or. en

Amendment 97
Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The full and even implementation of 
the environment acquis across the Union is 

(24) The full and even implementation of 
the environment acquis across the Union is 
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a sound investment for the environment 
and human health, and also for the 
economy.

a sound investment for the environment, a 
secure food supply, and human health, and 
also for the economy.

Or. en

Amendment 98
João Ferreira, Kartika Tamara Liotard, Sabine Wils

Proposal for a decision
Recital 24 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24a) Further steps to enhance the 
sustainability of agriculture would be 
beneficial. Greater emphasis should be 
given to improving soil quality through 
the use of rotations, legumes, green 
manure and integrated crop-livestock 
systems. The use and pollution of water 
could be reduced by rearing animals in 
mixed and grazing systems rather than in 
industrial systems. Biodiversity could be 
promoted by the adoption of less 
intensified farming.

Or. en

Amendment 99
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) Union environment policy should 
continue to draw on a sound evidence base.

(25) Union environment policy should 
continue to draw on a sound evidence base 
and therefore savings on the Union 
budget should, where possible, not be 
taken from research funds.

Or. en
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Amendment 100
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) Union environment policy should 
continue to draw on a sound evidence base.

(25) Union environment policy should 
continue to draw on a sound knowledge 
and evidence base and be responsive to
new scientific findings.

Or. en

Amendment 101
Karl-Heinz Florenz

Proposal for a decision
Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) Environmental objectives should be 
supported by adequate investments.

(26) Environmental objectives should be 
supported by adequate investments, in 
particular in the waste management 
sector, through the targeting of EU 
Structural Fund support in accordance 
with the Waste Framework Directive. EU 
funding should thus be made available as 
a matter of priority for activities higher up 
the waste hierarchy (for example, 
recycling plants should take priority over 
waste disposal).

Or. de

Amendment 102
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Recital 26
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) Environmental objectives should be 
supported by adequate investments.

(26) Environmental objectives should be 
supported by adequate investments, and 
the use of Public Private Partnerships 
should be encouraged

Or. en

Amendment 103
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) Environmental integration is essential 
to reduce pressures on the environment 
resulting from the policies and activities of 
other sectors and to meet environment and 
climate-related targets.

(27) Environmental integration in all 
policy areas is essential to reduce pressures 
on the environment resulting from the 
policies and activities of other sectors and 
to meet environment and climate-related 
targets.

Or. en

Amendment 104
Radvilė Morkūnaitė-Mikulėnienė

Proposal for a decision
Recital 27 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27a) In the EU as a whole no adequate 
provision has yet been made for involving 
the public effectively and fairly in the 
process of resolving environmental 
problems, in particular through the EIA 
procedure.

Or. lt
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Amendment 105
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) As part of the follow-up to the 2012 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20 Summit), the new 
general action programme should support
international and regional processes
aiming to transform the global economy 
into an inclusive green economy in the 
context of sustainable development and 
poverty reduction.

(30) The new general action programme 
should support the implementation of the 
commitments undertaken at the 2012 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20 Summit), in the EU 
and at international level, aiming to 
transform the global economy into an 
inclusive green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty 
reduction.

Or. en

Amendment 106
Karl-Heinz Florenz

Proposal for a decision
Recital 33 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(33a) In keeping with the Commission 
Communication (COM(2012)0095) and 
the European Parliament report 
(2012/2104(INI) on improving the 
delivery of benefits from EU environment 
measures: building confidence through 
better knowledge and responsiveness, 
greater attention should be paid to the 
implementation of EU environmental law.

Or. de

Amendment 107
Riikka Manner, Eija-Riitta Korhola
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Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) to protect, conserve and enhance the 
Union’s natural capital;

(a) to protect, conserve and to enhance 
sustainable use of the Union’s natural 
capital;

Or. en

Amendment 108
Giancarlo Scottà

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) to turn the Union into a resource-
efficient, green and competitive low-
carbon economy;

(b) to make competitive a circular, low-
carbon economy that is resource-efficient
and respects the environment and 
ecosystems;

Or. it

Amendment 109
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) to turn the Union into a resource-
efficient, green and competitive low-
carbon economy;

(b) to turn the Union into a resource-
efficient, green, innovative and 
competitive low-carbon economy;

Or. en
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Amendment 110
Jean-Pierre Audy

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) to turn the Union into a resource-
efficient, green and competitive low-
carbon economy;

(b) To turn the Union into a resource-
efficient, environment-friendly and 
competitive low-carbon economy;

Or. fr

Amendment 111
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) to improve the evidence base for 
environment policy;

(e) to improve the knowledge and evidence 
base for environment policy;

Or. en

Amendment 112
Jolanta Emilia Hibner, Bogusław Sonik

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) to secure investment for environment 
and climate policy and get the prices right;

(f) to secure investment for environment 
and climate policy

Or. en

Amendment 113
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič
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Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) to secure investment for environment 
and climate policy and get the prices right;

(f) to secure private and public investment 
for environment and climate policy and get 
the prices right;

Or. en

Amendment 114
Radvilė Morkūnaitė-Mikulėnienė

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) to improve environmental integration 
and policy coherence;

(g) to improve environmental integration, 
policy coherence and public involvement 
in resolving environmental problems;

Or. lt

Amendment 115
João Ferreira

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point g a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ga) to shape a harmonious and 
sustainable relationship between nature 
and society;

Or. pt

Amendment 116
Zofija Mazej Kukovič
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Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point i a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ia) to maximize the supply and access to 
healthy food;

Or. en

Amendment 117
João Ferreira

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The programme shall be based on the 
polluter-pays principle, the precautionary 
principle and preventive action, and the 
principle of rectification of pollution at 
source.

2. The programme shall be based on the 
precautionary principle and preventive 
action, and the principle of rectification of 
pollution at source, whereby the principles 
of economic democracy shall always be 
placed above the laws of the market.

Or. pt

Amendment 118
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. The programme shall ensure a high 
level of environmental protection as well 
as quality of life through equitable and 
sustainable wellbeing for citizens.

Or. en
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Amendment 119
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. All measures, actions and targets set out 
in the programme shall be implemented in 
accordance with the principles of smart 
regulation and subject to comprehensive 
impact assessment where appropriate.

3. All measures, actions and targets set out 
in the programme shall be implemented in 
accordance with the principles of smart 
regulation, should be based on sound 
science and subject to comprehensive 
impact assessment where appropriate.

Or. en

Amendment 120
Ewald Stadler

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Emissions of pollutants to air, water and 
soil have been reduced significantly over 
the past decades, as have greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions in recent years. EU 
chemicals legislation has been modernised 
and the use of many toxic or hazardous 
substances such as lead, cadmium and 
mercury has been restricted in products 
found in most households. EU citizens 
enjoy some of the best water quality in the 
world, and over 18 % of the EU’s territory 
and 4 % of its seas have been designated as 
protected areas for nature.

2. Emissions of pollutants to air, water and 
soil have been reduced significantly over 
the past decades, as have greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions in recent years. This 
reduction is partly the result of production 
cutbacks during the economic crisis and 
plant closures in eastern Europe. EU 
chemicals legislation has been modernised 
and the use of many toxic or hazardous 
substances such as lead, cadmium and 
mercury has been restricted in products 
found in most households. EU citizens 
enjoy some of the best water quality in the 
world, and over 18 % of the EU’s territory 
and 4 % of its seas have been designated as 
protected areas for nature.

Or. de
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Amendment 121
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Emissions of pollutants to air, water and 
soil have been reduced significantly over 
the past decades, as have greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions in recent years. EU 
chemicals legislation has been modernised 
and the use of many toxic or hazardous 
substances such as lead, cadmium and 
mercury has been restricted in products 
found in most households. EU citizens 
enjoy some of the best water quality in the 
world, and over 18 % of the EU’s territory 
and 4 % of its seas have been designated as 
protected areas for nature.

2. Emissions of pollutants to air, water and 
soil have been reduced significantly over 
the past decades, as have greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions in recent years. EU 
chemicals legislation has been modernised 
and the use of many toxic or hazardous 
substances such as lead, cadmium and 
mercury has been restricted in products 
found in most households. EU citizens 
enjoy some of the best water quality in the 
world, and over 18 % of the EU’s territory 
and 4 % of its seas have been designated as 
protected areas for nature. However there 
are still large problems with marine litter 
and pollution of the marine environment

Or. en

Amendment 122
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The Union’s environment policy has 
stimulated innovation and investment in 
environmental goods and services, 
generating jobs and export opportunities. 
Successive enlargements have extended 
high standards of environmental protection 
across a large part of the European 
continent, and the Union’s efforts have 
contributed to increasing international 
commitment to combat climate change and 
biodiversity loss, and to successful global 
efforts to eliminate ozone-depleting 

3. The environment policies of the 
Member States as well as the Union has 
stimulated innovation and investment in 
environmental goods and services, 
generating jobs and export opportunities. 
Successive enlargements have extended 
high standards of environmental protection 
across a large part of the European 
continent, and the Union’s efforts have 
contributed to increasing international 
commitment to combat climate change and 
biodiversity loss, and to successful global 
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substances and leaded fuels. efforts to eliminate ozone-depleting
substances and leaded fuels.

Or. en

Amendment 123
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Considerable headway has also been 
made in integrating environmental 
objectives into other Union policies and 
activities. The reformed Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, since 2003, 
linked direct payments to requirements for 
farmers to maintain land in good 
agricultural and environmental condition 
and to comply with relevant environmental 
legislation. Fighting climate change has 
become an integral part of energy policy 
and progress is being made on integrating 
resource efficiency, climate change and 
energy efficiency concerns into other key 
sectors, such as transport and buildings.

4. Considerable headway has also been 
made in integrating environmental 
objectives into other Union policies and 
activities. The reformed Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, since 2003, 
linked direct payments to requirements for 
farmers to maintain land in good 
agricultural and environmental condition 
and to comply with relevant environmental 
legislation. However when it comes to 
greening of the CAP there is 
unfortunately still much room for 
improvement. Fighting climate change has 
become an integral part of energy policy 
and progress is being made on integrating 
resource efficiency, climate change and 
energy efficiency concerns into other key 
sectors, such as transport and buildings.

Or. en

Amendment 124
Giancarlo Scottà

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Considerable headway has also been 
made in integrating environmental 

4. Considerable headway has also been 
made in integrating environmental 
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objectives into other Union policies and 
activities. The reformed Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, since 2003, 
linked direct payments to requirements for 
farmers to maintain land in good 
agricultural and environmental condition 
and to comply with relevant environmental 
legislation. Fighting climate change has 
become an integral part of energy policy 
and progress is being made on integrating 
resource efficiency, climate change and 
energy efficiency concerns into other key 
sectors, such as transport and buildings.

objectives into other Union policies and 
activities. The reformed Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, since 2003, 
linked direct payments to requirements for 
farmers to maintain land in good 
agricultural and environmental condition 
and to comply with relevant environmental 
legislation. Adapting to climate change has 
become an integral part of energy policy 
and progress is being made on integrating 
resource efficiency, climate change and 
energy efficiency concerns into other key 
sectors, such as transport and buildings.

Or. it

Amendment 125
Richard Seeber, Peter Liese

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Considerable headway has also been 
made in integrating environmental 
objectives into other Union policies and 
activities. The reformed Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, since 2003, 
linked direct payments to requirements for 
farmers to maintain land in good 
agricultural and environmental condition 
and to comply with relevant environmental 
legislation. Fighting climate change has 
become an integral part of energy policy 
and progress is being made on integrating 
resource efficiency, climate change and 
energy efficiency concerns into other key 
sectors, such as transport and buildings.

4. Considerable headway has also been 
made in integrating environmental 
objectives into other Union policies and 
activities. The reformed Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, since 2003, 
linked direct payments to requirements for 
farmers to maintain land in good 
agricultural and environmental condition 
and to comply with relevant environmental 
legislation. Fighting climate change has 
become an integral part of energy policy 
and progress is being made on integrating 
resource efficiency, climate change and 
energy efficiency concerns into other key 
sectors, such as transport and buildings. In 
future, however, greater attention must be 
paid to implementing cross-compliance 
more effectively.

Or. de
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Amendment 126
Jolanta Emilia Hibner, Bogusław Sonik

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change
objectives. This has high associated costs 
which have not yet been properly valued in 
our economic or social system. Thirty per 
cent of the EU’s territory is highly 
fragmented, affecting the connectivity and 
health of ecosystems and their ability to 
provide services as well as viable habitats 
for species. While progress has been made 
in the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity objectives. This has high 
associated costs which have not yet been 
properly valued in our economic or social 
system. Thirty per cent of the EU’s 
territory is highly fragmented, affecting the 
connectivity and health of ecosystems and 
their ability to provide services as well as 
viable habitats for species. While progress 
has been made in the EU to decouple 
growth from GHG emissions, resource use 
and environmental impacts, resource use is 
still largely unsustainable and inefficient, 
and waste is not yet properly managed. As 
a result, EU businesses are foregoing the 
significant opportunities that resource 
efficiency offers in terms of 
competitiveness, cost reductions, improved 
productivity and security of supply. Water 
quality and air pollution levels are still 
problematic in many parts of Europe, and 
EU citizens continue to be exposed to 
hazardous substances, potentially 
compromising their health and wellbeing. 
Unsustainable land use is consuming fertile 
soils, with impacts on food security and the 
achievement of biodiversity targets. Soil 
degradation continues largely unchecked.

Or. en
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Amendment 127
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, compromising their health and 
wellbeing. Unsustainable land use is 
consuming fertile soils, with impacts on 
global food security and the achievement 
of biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked and needs a 
common European legal framework.

Or. en
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Amendment 128
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. Marine habitats and species 
remain at risk of decline and extinction 
from a variety of human-induced threats 
within EU waters. While progress has been 
made in the EU to decouple growth from 
GHG emissions, resource use and 
environmental impacts, resource use is still 
largely unsustainable and inefficient, and 
waste is not yet properly managed. As a 
result, EU businesses are foregoing the 
significant opportunities that resource 
efficiency offers in terms of 
competitiveness, cost reductions, improved 
productivity and security of supply. Water 
quality and air pollution levels are still 
problematic in many parts of Europe, and 
EU citizens continue to be exposed to 
hazardous substances, potentially 
compromising their health and wellbeing. 
Unsustainable land use is consuming fertile 
soils, with impacts on food security and the 
achievement of biodiversity targets. Soil 
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degradation continues largely unchecked.

Or. en

Amendment 129
Pavel Poc

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
Of the 395 European native species listed 
as critically endangered by the IUCN Red 
List of Threatened Species, 110 are in 
danger because of invasive alien species 
infestation. This has high associated costs 
which have not yet been properly valued in 
our economic or social system. Thirty per 
cent of the EU’s territory is highly 
fragmented, affecting the connectivity and 
health of ecosystems and their ability to 
provide services as well as viable habitats 
for species. While progress has been made 
in the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
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biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

Or. en

Justification

The ecological and economic justifications for action are compelling. Biological invasions 
are one of the main drivers of biodiversity loss. Invasive alien species may have far-reaching 
and harmful effects on the environment and natural resources for generations. Invasive alien 
species can also affect human life and health and cause serious economic damage to 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries, which is estimated to be at least EUR 12 billion per year in 
Europe alone. Postponing effective action further will prevent the EU from achieving its own 
biodiversity conservation objectives and its global biodiversity commitments.

Amendment 130
Ewald Stadler

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system, even assuming 
that a figure can be put on the value of 
nature. What is more, it is still in no way 
clear to what extent climate change is a 
man-made phenomenon and to what 
extent the climate is changing as a result 
of the impact of natural factors. Thirty per 
cent of the EU’s territory is highly 
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impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

fragmented, affecting the connectivity and 
health of ecosystems and their ability to 
provide services as well as viable habitats 
for species. While progress has been made 
in the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

Or. de

Amendment 131
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. However, many environmental trends in 
the EU remain worrying, not least due to 
insufficient implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
economic or social system. Thirty per cent 

5. However, many environmental and 
biodiversity trends in the EU remain 
worrying, not least due to insufficient 
implementation of existing EU 
environment legislation. Only 17 % of 
species and habitats assessed under the 
Habitats Directive are in good status, and 
the degradation and loss of natural capital 
is jeopardising efforts to attain the EU’s 
biodiversity and climate change objectives. 
This has high associated costs which have 
not yet been properly valued in our 
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of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of 
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

economic or social system. Thirty per cent 
of the EU’s territory is highly fragmented, 
affecting the connectivity and health of 
ecosystems and their ability to provide 
services as well as viable habitats for 
species. While progress has been made in 
the EU to decouple growth from GHG 
emissions, resource use and environmental 
impacts, resource use is still largely 
unsustainable and inefficient, and waste is 
not yet properly managed. As a result, EU 
businesses are foregoing the significant 
opportunities that resource efficiency 
offers in terms of competitiveness, cost 
reductions, improved productivity and 
security of supply. Water quality and air 
pollution levels are still problematic in 
many parts of Europe, and EU citizens 
continue to be exposed to hazardous 
substances, potentially compromising their 
health and wellbeing. Unsustainable land 
use is consuming fertile soils, with impacts 
on food security and the achievement of
biodiversity targets. Soil degradation 
continues largely unchecked.

Or. en

Amendment 132
Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Pilar Ayuso

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. Environmental change in the EU is 
increasingly caused by developments 
taking place at global level, including 
demographics, consumption and trade 
patterns, and rapid technological progress. 
These may offer significant opportunities 
for economic growth and societal well-
being, but pose challenges and 
uncertainties for the EU’s economy and 
society and are causing environmental 

6. Environmental change in the EU is 
increasingly caused by developments 
taking place at global level, including 
demographics, consumption and trade 
patterns, and rapid technological progress. 
These may offer significant opportunities 
for economic growth and societal well-
being, but pose challenges and 
uncertainties for the EU’s economy and 
society in terms of environmental 
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degradation worldwide. conservation.

Or. es

Amendment 133
Ewald Stadler

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6a. The international dimension of EU 
environmental policy must encompass 
negotiations with other groupings of 
states. The scope for integrating 
environmental objectives into WTO trade 
policy has not yet been exhausted.

Or. de

Amendment 134
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. Together with current wasteful 
production and consumption systems in the 
world economy, rising global demand for 
goods and services and depletion of 
resources is increasing the cost of essential 
raw materials, minerals and energy, 
generating more pollution and waste, 
increasing global GHG emissions and 
driving land degradation, deforestation and 
biodiversity loss. Nearly two-thirds of the 
world’s ecosystems are in decline and there 
is evidence that planetary boundaries for 
biodiversity, climate change and the 
nitrogen cycle have already been 
transgressed. There is likely to be a global 

7. Together with current wasteful 
production and consumption systems in the 
world economy, rising global demand for 
goods and services and depletion of 
resources is increasing the cost of essential 
raw materials, minerals and energy, 
generating more pollution and waste, 
increasing global GHG emissions and 
driving land degradation, deforestation and 
biodiversity loss. Nearly two-thirds of the 
world’s ecosystems are in decline and there 
is evidence that planetary boundaries for 
biodiversity, climate change and the 
nitrogen cycle have already been 
transgressed. There is likely to be a global 
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shortfall of 40 % in water by 2030 unless 
there is significant progress in improving 
resource efficiency. There is also the risk 
that climate change will further exacerbate 
these problems, with high costs. In 2011, 
disasters partly due to climate change 
resulted in global economic losses of over 
300 billion Euros. The OECD has warned 
that the continued degradation and erosion 
of natural capital risks bringing about 
irreversible changes that could endanger 
two centuries of rising living standards and 
entail significant costs .

shortfall of 40 % in water by 2030 unless 
there is significant progress in improving 
resource efficiency. There is also the risk 
that climate change will further exacerbate 
these problems, with high costs 1. In 2011, 
disasters partly due to climate change 
resulted in global economic losses of over 
300 billion Euros. The OECD has warned 
that the continued degradation and erosion 
of natural capital risks bringing about 
irreversible changes that could endanger 
two centuries of rising living standards and 
entail significant costs .
__________________
1 According to the Stern Review on the 
Economics of Climate Change, without 
action, the overall costs of climate change 
will be equivalent to losing at least 5% of 
global gross domestic product (GDP) each 
year. Including a wider range of risks and 
impacts, this figure could increase this to 
20% of GDP.

Or. en

Amendment 135
Richard Seeber, Peter Liese

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

9. To live well in the future, urgent, 
concerted action should be taken now to 
improve ecological resilience and 
maximise the benefits environment policy 
can deliver for the economy and society, 
while respecting the planet’s ecological 
limits. This programme reflects the EU’s 
commitment to transforming itself into an 
inclusive green economy that secures 
growth and development, safeguards 
human health and well-being, provides 
decent jobs, reduces inequalities and 

9. To live well in the future, urgent, 
concerted action should be taken now to 
improve ecological resilience and 
maximise the benefits environment policy 
can deliver for the economy and society, 
while respecting the planet’s ecological 
limits. This programme reflects the EU’s 
commitment to transforming itself into an 
inclusive green economy that secures 
growth and development, safeguards 
human health and well-being, provides 
decent jobs, reduces inequalities and 
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invests in and preserves natural capital. invests in and preserves biodiversity and 
the ecosystem services it entails for its 
intrinsic value and for its essential 
contribution to human wellbeing and 
economic prosperity.

Or. en

Amendment 136
Karin Kadenbach

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

9. To live well in the future, urgent, 
concerted action should be taken now to 
improve ecological resilience and 
maximise the benefits environment policy 
can deliver for the economy and society, 
while respecting the planet’s ecological 
limits. This programme reflects the EU’s 
commitment to transforming itself into an 
inclusive green economy that secures 
growth and development, safeguards 
human health and well-being, provides 
decent jobs, reduces inequalities and 
invests in and preserves natural capital.

9. To live well in the future, urgent, 
concerted action should be taken now to 
improve ecological resilience and 
maximise the benefits environment policy 
can deliver for the economy and society, 
while respecting the planet’s ecological 
limits. This programme reflects the EU’s 
commitment to transforming itself into an 
inclusive green economy that secures 
growth and development, safeguards 
human health and well-being, provides 
decent jobs, reduces inequalities and 
invests in and preserves biodiversity and 
the ecosystem services it provides - natural 
capital – for its intrinsic value and for its 
essential contribution to human wellbeing 
and economic prosperity.

Or. en

Amendment 137
Giancarlo Scottà

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 10
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

10. The following 2050 vision is intended 
to help guide action up to and beyond 
2020: In 2050, we live well, within the 
planet's ecological limits. Our prosperity 
and healthy environment stem from an 
innovative, circular economy where 
nothing is wasted and where natural 
resources are managed in ways that 
enhance our society's resilience. Our low 
carbon growth has long been decoupled 
from resource use, setting the pace for a 
global sustainable economy.

10. The following 2050 vision is intended 
to help guide action up to and beyond 
2020: In 2050, we live well, within the 
planet's ecological limits. Our prosperity 
and healthy environment stem from an 
innovative, circular economy – on the 
basis of the fundamental postulate that
'nothing is created, nothing is lost, 
everything is transformed'1 – where 
nothing is wasted and where natural 
resources are managed in ways that 
enhance our society's resilience. Our low 
carbon growth will, as far as possible, be
decoupled from resource use, setting the 
pace for a global sustainable economy.
__________________
1 Antoine-Laurent de Lavoisier.

Or. it

Amendment 138
Erik Bánki

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

10. The following 2050 vision is intended 
to help guide action up to and beyond 
2020: In 2050, we live well, within the 
planet’s ecological limits. Our prosperity
and healthy environment stem from an 
innovative, circular economy where 
nothing is wasted and where natural 
resources are managed in ways that 
enhance our society’s resilience. Our low 
carbon growth has long been decoupled 
from resource use, setting the pace for a 
global sustainable economy.

10. The following 2050 vision is intended 
to help guide action up to and beyond 
2020: In 2050, we live well, within the 
planet’s ecological limits. Our well-being
and healthy environment stem from an 
innovative, circular economy where 
nothing is wasted and where natural 
resources are managed in ways that 
enhance our society’s resilience. The 
biodiversity and ecosystem services are 
protected, valued and appropriately 
restored. Our low carbon growth has long 
been decoupled from resource use, setting 
the pace for a global sustainable economy.
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Or. en

Amendment 139
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

10. The following 2050 vision is intended 
to help guide action up to and beyond 
2020: In 2050, we live well, within the 
planet’s ecological limits. Our prosperity 
and healthy environment stem from an 
innovative, circular economy where 
nothing is wasted and where natural 
resources are managed in ways that 
enhance our society’s resilience. Our low 
carbon growth has long been decoupled 
from resource use, setting the pace for a 
global sustainable economy.

10. The following 2050 vision is intended 
to help guide action up to and beyond 
2020: In 2050, we live well, within the 
planet’s ecological limits. Our prosperity 
and healthy environment stem from an 
innovative, circular economy where 
nothing is wasted and where natural 
resources are managed in ways that 
enhance our society’s resilience. Our low 
carbon growth has long been decoupled 
from resource use, setting the pace for a 
global sustainable economy. 
Environmental justice is delivered inside 
and outside the EU. All people have equal 
access to environmental benefits. Burdens 
due to environmental degradation are 
shared in a fair manner.

Or. en

Amendment 140
Radvilė Morkūnaitė-Mikulėnienė

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

11. This transformation requires the full 
integration of environment issues into other 
policies, such as energy, transport, 
agriculture, fisheries, economy and 
industry, research and innovation, 
employment and social policy so as to 

11. This transformation requires the full 
integration of environment issues into other 
policies, such as energy, transport, 
agriculture, fisheries, economy and 
industry, research and innovation, 
employment and social policy so as to 
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create a coherent, joined-up approach. 
Action within the EU should also be 
complemented by enhanced global action 
and cooperation with neighbouring 
countries to tackle common challenges.

create a coherent, joined-up approach. 
Action within the EU should also be 
complemented by enhanced global action 
and cooperation with neighbouring 
countries to tackle common challenges. 
What is more, society as a whole must be 
involved as far as possible in the process 
of resolving these problems.

Or. lt

Amendment 141
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

11. This transformation requires the full 
integration of environment issues into other 
policies, such as energy, transport, 
agriculture, fisheries, economy and 
industry, research and innovation, 
employment and social policy so as to 
create a coherent, joined-up approach. 
Action within the EU should also be 
complemented by enhanced global action 
and cooperation with neighbouring 
countries to tackle common challenges.

11. This transformation requires the full 
integration of environment issues into other 
policies, such as energy, transport, 
agriculture, fisheries, economy and 
industry, research and innovation, 
employment, trade, development, foreign 
affairs and security, and social policy so 
as to create a coherent, joined-up approach. 
Action within the EU should also be 
complemented by enhanced global action 
and cooperation with neighbouring 
countries to tackle common challenges

Or. en

Amendment 142
Richard Seeber, Peter Liese

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

12. The EU has set this transformation in 
motion with long-term, integrated 

12. The EU has set this transformation in 
motion with long-term, integrated 
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strategies to halt biodiversity loss27, 
improve resource efficiency28 and expedite 
the transition towards a low-carbon 
economy29. The Commission has further 
integrated environmental concerns and 
objectives in recent initiatives taken in 
other key policy areas, including energy30

and transport31, and sought to enhance the 
delivery of environmental benefits through 
reforms of EU policies for agriculture and 
rural development, fisheries and cohesion, 
building on achievements to date.

strategies to halt biodiversity loss, improve 
resource efficiency and expedite the 
transition towards a low-carbon economy. 
The Commission has further integrated 
environmental concerns and objectives in 
recent initiatives taken in other key policy 
areas, including energy and transport, and 
sought to enhance the delivery of 
environmental benefits through reforms of 
EU policies for agriculture and rural 
development, fisheries and cohesion, 
building on achievements to date. In that 
connection, however, greater attention 
must be paid to the implementation of the 
provisions on cross-compliance.

Or. de

Amendment 143
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

13. The EU has signed up to many 
internationally-agreed environmental 
commitments, including those made at the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) where it marked its 
support for the inclusive green economy as 
a central part of a broader strategy for 
sustainable development.

13. The EU has signed up to many legally 
binding commitments under Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements as well to 
politically binding environmental 
commitments, including those agreed at 
the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20). The 
Rio + 20 outcome document recognises
the inclusive green economy as an 
important tool for achieving sustainable 
development and sets out a framework for 
action covering all three dimensions of 
sustainable development, many of which 
are reflected in the priority objectives of 
this programme. It further agreed to 
elaborate sustainable development goals 
(SDGs), to strengthen the institutional 
framework and develop a financing
strategy for sustainable development. The 
EU and its Member States must now 
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ensure that those commitments are 
implemented both at home through its 
internal policies, as well as globally 
through contributions to international 
action.

Or. en

Amendment 144
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

14. This programme complements these 
efforts by defining priority objectives for 
the EU to attain over the period up to 2020.

14. This programme complements these 
efforts by defining priority objectives for 
the EU to attain over the period up to 2020
and indicative pathways towards 2050. It 
shall ensure implementation, encourage 
domestic action and help a range of actors 
making cost effective investment choices.

Or. en

Amendment 145
Radvilė Morkūnaitė-Mikulėnienė

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

15. In many cases, action to achieve these 
objectives will be required primarily at 
national, regional or local level, in line 
with the principle of subsidiarity. In others, 
additional measures at EU level will be 
needed. Since environment policy is a 
sphere of shared competence in the EU, 
one of the purposes of this programme is to 
create common ownership of shared goals 
and objectives and ensure a level playing 

15. In many cases, action to achieve these 
objectives will be required primarily at 
national, regional or local level, in line 
with the principle of subsidiarity, with the 
proviso that the public must be given a 
proper say in discussions on 
environmental issues. In others, additional 
measures at EU level will be needed. Since 
environment policy is a sphere of shared 
competence in the EU, one of the purposes 
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field for businesses and public authorities. 
Clear goals and objectives also provide 
policy makers and other stakeholders, 
including regions and cities, businesses and 
social partners, and individual citizens, 
with a sense of direction and a predictable 
framework for action.

of this programme is to create common 
ownership of shared goals and objectives 
and ensure a level playing field for 
businesses and public authorities. Clear 
goals and objectives also provide policy 
makers and other stakeholders, including 
regions and cities, businesses and social 
partners, and individual citizens, with a 
sense of direction and a predictable 
framework for action.

Or. lt

Amendment 146
Anna Rosbach, Zofija Mazej Kukovič

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

15. In many cases, action to achieve these 
objectives will be required primarily at 
national, regional or local level, in line 
with the principle of subsidiarity. In others, 
additional measures at EU level will be 
needed. Since environment policy is a 
sphere of shared competence in the EU, 
one of the purposes of this programme is to 
create common ownership of shared goals 
and objectives and ensure a level playing 
field for businesses and public authorities. 
Clear goals and objectives also provide 
policy makers and other stakeholders, 
including regions and cities, businesses and 
social partners, and individual citizens, 
with a sense of direction and a predictable 
framework for action.

15. In many cases, action to achieve these 
objectives will be required primarily at 
national, regional or local level, in line 
with the principle of subsidiarity. In others, 
additional measures at EU level will be 
needed. Since environment policy is a 
sphere of shared competence in the EU, 
one of the purposes of this programme is to 
create common ownership of shared goals 
and objectives and ensure a level playing 
field for businesses and public authorities. 
Clear goals and objectives and the 
exchange of Best Practice also provide 
policy makers and other stakeholders, 
including regions and cities, businesses and 
social partners, and individual citizens, 
with a sense of direction and a predictable 
framework for action.

Or. en

Amendment 147
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen
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Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial 
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital, 
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) , the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD) , the Air Quality and 
related directives and the Habitats and 
Birds Directives . Legislation to tackle 
climate change, chemicals, industrial 
emissions and waste also contribute to 
easing the pressures on biodiversity, 
including ecosystems, species and habitats.

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, i.e. its biodiversity, including 
ecosystems that provide essential goods 
and services, from fertile soil and multi-
functional forests to productive land and 
seas, from fresh water and clean air to 
pollination, flood control and climate 
regulation and protection against natural 
disasters. A substantial body of EU 
legislation seeks to protect, conserve and 
enhance natural capital, including the 
Water Framework Directive (WFD), the 
Urban Wastewater Directive1, the Nitrates 
Directive2, the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD) , the Air Quality and 
related directives and the Habitats and 
Birds Directives. Legislation to tackle 
climate change, chemicals, industrial 
emissions and waste also contribute to 
easing the pressures on biodiversity, 
including ecosystems, soil and species and 
habitats.
__________________
1 Directive 91/271/EEC.
2 Directive 91/676/EEC.

Or. en

Amendment 148
Giancarlo Scottà

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
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provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital, 
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD), the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD), the Air Quality and 
related directives and the Habitats and 
Birds Directives. Legislation to tackle 
climate change, chemicals, industrial 
emissions and waste also contribute to 
easing the pressures on biodiversity, 
including ecosystems, species and habitats.

provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A huge body of 
EU legislation seeks to protect, conserve 
and enhance natural capital, including the 
Water Framework Directive (WFD), the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD), the Air Quality and related 
directives and the Habitats and Birds 
Directives. Legislation to tackle climate 
change, chemicals, industrial emissions 
and waste also contribute to easing the 
pressures on biodiversity, including 
ecosystems, species and habitats.

Or. it

Amendment 149
Jean-Pierre Audy

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial 
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital, 
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD), the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD), the Air Quality and 
related directives and the Habitats and 
Birds Directives. Legislation to tackle 
climate change, chemicals, industrial 
emissions and waste also contribute to 

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its citizens 
and by its natural capital, which includes 
ecosystems that provide essential goods 
and services, from fertile soil and multi-
functional forests to productive land and 
seas, from fresh water and clean air to 
pollination, flood control and climate 
regulation and protection against natural 
disasters. A substantial body of EU 
legislation seeks to protect, conserve and 
enhance natural capital, including the 
Water Framework Directive (WFD), the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD), the Air Quality and related 
directives and the Habitats and Birds 
Directives. Legislation to tackle climate 
change, chemicals, industrial emissions 
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easing the pressures on biodiversity, 
including ecosystems, species and habitats.

and waste also contribute to easing the 
pressures on biodiversity, including 
ecosystems, species and habitats.

Or. fr

Amendment 150
Claudiu Ciprian Tănăsescu

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial 
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital, 
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD), the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD), the Air Quality and 
related directives and the Habitats and 
Birds Directives . Legislation to tackle 
climate change, chemicals, industrial 
emissions and waste also contribute to 
easing the pressures on biodiversity, 
including ecosystems, species and habitats.

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial 
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital, 
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD), the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD), the Urban Wastewater 
Directive1, the Nitrates Directive2, the Air 
Quality and related directives and the 
Habitats and Birds Directives. Legislation 
to tackle climate change, chemicals, 
industrial emissions and waste also 
contribute to easing the pressures on 
biodiversity, including ecosystems, species 
and habitats.
__________________
1 Directive 91/271/EEC.
2 Directive 91/676/EEC.

Or. en

Amendment 151
Elena Oana Antonescu
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Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial 
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital,
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) , the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD), the Air Quality and 
related directives and the Habitats and 
Birds Directives . Legislation to tackle 
climate change, chemicals, industrial 
emissions and waste also contribute to 
easing the pressures on biodiversity, 
including ecosystems, species and habitats.

16. The EU’s economic prosperity and 
well-being is underpinned by its natural 
capital, which includes ecosystems that 
provide essential goods and services, from 
fertile soil and multi-functional forests to 
productive land and seas, from fresh water 
and clean air to pollination, flood control 
and climate regulation and protection 
against natural disasters. A substantial 
body of EU legislation seeks to protect, 
conserve and enhance natural capital, 
including the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) , the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD) , the Urban Wastewater 
Directive1, the Nitrates Directive2, the Air 
Quality and related directives and the 
Habitats and Birds Directives . Legislation 
to tackle climate change, chemicals, 
industrial emissions and waste also 
contribute to easing the pressures on 
biodiversity, including ecosystems, species 
and habitats.
__________________
1 Directive 91/271/EEC.
2 Directive 91/676/EEC.

Or. en

Amendment 152
Ewald Stadler

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost 
and that most ecosystems are seriously 

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost. 
The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 sets 
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degraded. The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020 sets out targets and actions needed to 
reverse these negative trends and to 
enhance ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital.

out targets and actions needed to reverse 
these negative trends and to enhance 
ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital.

Or. de

Amendment 153
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost and 
that most ecosystems are seriously 
degraded . The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020 sets out targets and actions needed to 
reverse these negative trends and to 
enhance ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital.

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost and 
that most ecosystems are seriously 
degraded . The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020 sets out targets and actions needed to 
halt the loss of biodiversity and to 
maintain, restore and enhance ecosystems 
and their services. It must be implemented 
in full to enable the EU to meet its 
biodiversity headline target for 2020. 
Whereas the strategy includes built-in 
measures to improve the implementation of 
the Birds and Habitats directives, including 
the Natura 2000 network, reaching the 
headline target will require the full 
implementation of all existing legislation 
aimed at protecting natural capital.

Or. en
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Amendment 154
Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Pilar Ayuso

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost and 
that most ecosystems are seriously 
degraded. The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020 sets out targets and actions needed to 
reverse these negative trends and to 
enhance ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital.

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost and 
that most ecosystems are seriously 
degraded. The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020 sets out targets and actions needed to 
reverse these negative trends and to 
enhance ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital. The Commission should therefore 
ensure that Natura 2000 network 
conservation management plans meet the 
criteria laid down in Article 6 of the 
Habitats Directive. The active 
participation of land owners and land 
users is also required with a view to 
getting them involved in policies to 
preserve biodiversity.

Or. es

Amendment 155
Pavel Poc

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost and 

17. However, recent assessments show that 
biodiversity in the EU is still being lost and 
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that most ecosystems are seriously 
degraded. The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020 sets out targets and actions needed to 
reverse these negative trends and to 
enhance ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital.

that most ecosystems are seriously 
degraded. Invasive alien species pose 
greater risks than previously thought for 
biodiversity, human health and 
economies. The EU Biodiversity Strategy 
to 2020 sets out targets and actions needed 
to reverse these negative trends and to 
enhance ecosystem services. It must be 
implemented in full to enable the EU to 
meet its biodiversity headline target for 
2020. Whereas the strategy includes built-
in measures to improve the implementation 
of the Birds and Habitats directives, 
including the Natura 2000 network, 
reaching the headline target will require the 
full implementation of all existing 
legislation aimed at protecting natural 
capital.

Or. en

Justification

The ecological and economic justifications for action are compelling. Biological invasions 
are one of the main drivers of biodiversity loss. Invasive alien species may have far-reaching 
and harmful effects on the environment and natural resources for generations. Invasive alien 
species can also affect human life and health and cause serious economic damage to 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries, which is estimated to be at least EUR 12 billion per year in 
Europe alone. Postponing effective action further will prevent the EU from achieving its own 
biodiversity conservation objectives and its global biodiversity commitments.

Amendment 156
Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Pilar Ayuso

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 17 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

17a. The Member States must draw up 
management plans encompassing 
different aspects of various other policies. 
The Member States must take account of 
the fact that water resources and certain 
crops are essential preconditions for the 
successful conservation of certain 
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habitats and species.

Or. es

Amendment 157
Matthias Groote

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

18. Despite considerable efforts to date, the 
requirement under the WFD to achieve 
‘good ecological status’ by 2015 is likely 
to be met only for some 53 % of surface 
water bodies in the EU. There is also a risk 
that the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive target to achieve ‘good 
environmental status’ by 2020 may be 
missed, inter alia due to continued 
overfishing and the presence of marine 
litter in Europe’s seas. And while EU air 
and industrial emissions policies have 
helped to reduce many forms of pollution, 
ecosystems continue to suffer from excess 
nitrogen deposition and ozone pollution 
associated with emissions from transport, 
intensive agriculture and power generation.

18. Despite considerable efforts to date, the 
requirement under the WFD to achieve 
‘good ecological status’ by 2015 is likely 
to be met only for some 53 % of surface 
water bodies in the EU. As a result of the 
ongoing human over-exploitation of the 
seas and oceans, for example through 
overfishing, waste disposal and mass 
tourism, there is also a risk that the Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive target to 
achieve ‘good environmental status’ by 
2020 may be missed. For this reason, 
closer coordination and more stringent 
regulation of the use of the seas and 
coastal areas in the context of integrated 
coastal management is essential. And 
while EU air and industrial emissions 
policies have helped to reduce many forms 
of pollution, ecosystems continue to suffer 
from excess nitrogen deposition and ozone 
pollution associated with emissions from 
transport, intensive agriculture and power 
generation.

Or. de

Amendment 158
Richard Seeber, Peter Liese

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 18
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

18. Despite considerable efforts to date, the 
requirement under the WFD to achieve 
‘good ecological status’ by 2015 is likely 
to be met only for some 53 % of surface 
water bodies in the EU. There is also a risk 
that the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive target to achieve ‘good 
environmental status’ by 2020 may be 
missed, inter alia due to continued 
overfishing and the presence of marine 
litter in Europe’s seas. And while EU air 
and industrial emissions policies have 
helped to reduce many forms of pollution, 
ecosystems continue to suffer from excess 
nitrogen deposition and ozone pollution 
associated with emissions from transport, 
intensive agriculture and power generation.

18. Despite considerable efforts to date, the 
requirement under the WFD to achieve 
‘good ecological status’ by 2015 is likely 
to be met only for some 53 % of surface 
water bodies in the EU. For that reason, 
the provisions on cross-compliance 
should also encompass the WFD. There is 
also a risk that the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive target to achieve 
‘good environmental status’ by 2020 may 
be missed, inter alia due to continued 
overfishing and the presence of marine 
litter in Europe’s seas. And while EU air 
and industrial emissions policies have 
helped to reduce many forms of pollution, 
ecosystems continue to suffer from excess 
nitrogen deposition and ozone pollution 
associated with emissions from transport, 
intensive agriculture and power generation.

Or. de

Amendment 159
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

18. Despite considerable efforts to date, the 
requirement under the WFD to achieve 
‘good ecological status’ by 2015 is likely 
to be met only for some 53 % of surface 
water bodies in the EU . There is also a risk 
that the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive target to achieve ‘good 
environmental status’ by 2020 may be 
missed, inter alia due to continued 
overfishing and the presence of marine 
litter in Europe’s seas. And while EU air 
and industrial emissions policies have 
helped to reduce many forms of pollution, 

18. Despite considerable efforts to date, the 
requirement under the WFD to achieve 
‘good ecological status’ by 2015 is likely 
to be met only for some 53 % of surface 
water bodies in the EU . There is also a risk 
that the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive target to achieve ‘good 
environmental status’ by 2020 may be 
missed, inter alia due to continued 
overfishing and the presence of marine 
litter in Europe’s seas. And while EU air 
and industrial emissions policies have 
helped to reduce many forms of pollution, 
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ecosystems continue to suffer from excess 
nitrogen deposition and ozone pollution 
associated with emissions from transport, 
intensive agriculture and power generation.

ecosystems continue to suffer from excess 
nitrogen and sulphur deposition and ozone 
pollution associated with emissions from 
transport, intensive agriculture and power 
generation.

Or. en

Amendment 160
Matthias Groote

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with 
relevant requirements of the WFD as set 
out in the Commission's proposals for the 
reform of the CAP. Greening of the CAP 
will also promote the environmentally 
beneficial agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
Agriculture in particular can do much to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the 
volume of fertilisers containing nitrogen 
and phosphates released into the 
groundwater.  Agriculture geared to 
compliance with stringent environmental 
requirements can not only safeguard the 
quality of the soil and improve it on a 
lasting basis and protect biodiversity in 
rural areas, but also make a significant 
contribution to improving air and water 
quality. What is more, greening of the 
CAP will also promote the environmentally 
beneficial agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
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maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

Or. de

Amendment 161
Giancarlo Scottà

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with 
relevant requirements of the WFD as set 
out in the Commission's proposals for the 
reform of the CAP40. Greening of the CAP 
will also promote the environmentally 
beneficial agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
Greening of the CAP will also promote the 
environmentally beneficial agricultural 
practices of crop diversification, the 
protection of permanent grassland, and the 
establishment and maintenance of 
ecologically valuable farmland and forest 
areas.

Or. it

Amendment 162
Christa Klaß, Britta Reimers, Esther de Lange
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Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with relevant 
requirements of the WFD as set out in the 
Commission's proposals for the reform of 
the CAP. Greening of the CAP will also 
promote the environmentally beneficial 
agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with 
objective and measurable criteria laid 
down in the WFD. Greening of the CAP 
will also promote the environmentally 
beneficial agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas. A key 
component of sustainable agriculture is 
resource-efficient and productive land use 
consistent with the interests of future 
generations.

Or. de

Amendment 163
Eija-Riitta Korhola

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 19. Enhancing the sustainable use of
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the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with relevant 
requirements of the WFD as set out in the 
Commission’s proposals for the reform of 
the CAP . Greening of the CAP will also 
promote the environmentally beneficial 
agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

EU’s natural capital therefore also requires 
tackling problems at source through, inter 
alia, better integration of natural capital 
objectives into other policies, ensuring that 
policies are coherent and deliver co-
benefits. The greening elements set out in 
the Commission’s reform proposals, 
notably for EU agriculture, fisheries and 
cohesion policy, backed by the proposals 
for greening the EU budget under the 
Multi-Annual Financial Framework 2014-
2020 (MFF) are designed to support these 
objectives. For instance, aquatic 
ecosystems in rural areas should benefit 
from the linking of farm payments to 
compliance with relevant requirements of 
the WFD as set out in the Commission’s 
proposals for the reform of the CAP . 
Greening of the CAP will also promote the 
environmentally beneficial agricultural 
practices of crop diversification, the 
protection of permanent grassland, and the 
establishment and maintenance of 
ecologically valuable farmland and forest 
areas.

Or. en

Amendment 164
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 

19. Protecting, conserving and enhancing 
the EU’s natural capital therefore also 
requires tackling problems at source 
through, inter alia, better integration of 
natural capital objectives into the 
development and implementation of other 
policies, ensuring that policies are coherent 
and deliver co-benefits. The greening 
elements set out in the Commission’s 
reform proposals, notably for EU 
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backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with relevant 
requirements of the WFD as set out in the 
Commission’s proposals for the reform of 
the CAP . Greening of the CAP will also 
promote the environmentally beneficial 
agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

agriculture, fisheries and cohesion policy, 
backed by the proposals for greening the 
EU budget under the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) 
are designed to support these objectives. 
For instance, aquatic ecosystems in rural 
areas should benefit from the linking of 
farm payments to compliance with relevant 
requirements of the WFD as set out in the 
Commission’s proposals for the reform of 
the CAP . Greening of the CAP will also 
promote the environmentally beneficial 
agricultural practices of crop 
diversification, the protection of permanent 
grassland, and the establishment and 
maintenance of ecologically valuable 
farmland and forest areas.

Or. en

Amendment 165
Anna Rosbach

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

20. In the case of the marine environment, 
while the maritime sector offers economic 
opportunities, from fishing, shipping and 
aquaculture to raw materials and offshore 
energy and marine biotechnology, care 
needs to be taken to ensure their 
exploitation is compatible with the 
conservation and sustainable management 
of marine and coastal ecosystems.

20. In the case of the marine environment, 
while the maritime sector offers economic 
opportunities, from fishing, shipping and 
aquaculture to raw materials and offshore 
energy and marine biotechnology, care 
needs to be taken to ensure their 
exploitation is compatible with the 
conservation and sustainable management 
of marine and coastal ecosystems. Where 
possible the involved parties should be 
invited to come up with new ways to help 
protect the marine environment

Or. en
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Amendment 166
Matthias Groote

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

20. In the case of the marine environment, 
while the maritime sector offers economic 
opportunities, from fishing, shipping and 
aquaculture to raw materials and offshore 
energy and marine biotechnology, care 
needs to be taken to ensure their 
exploitation is compatible with the 
conservation and sustainable management 
of marine and coastal ecosystems.

20. In the case of the marine environment, 
while the maritime sector offers economic 
opportunities, from fishing, shipping and 
aquaculture to raw materials and offshore 
energy and marine biotechnology, care 
needs to be taken to ensure their 
exploitation is compatible with the 
conservation and sustainable management 
of marine and coastal ecosystems. In 
conjunction with sustainable maritime 
spatial planning, integrated European 
coastal management can play an effective 
role in coordinating maritime and coastal 
activities and striking a balance between 
the various functions which the seas and 
oceans perform.

Or. de

Amendment 167
Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Pilar Ayuso

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

20. In the case of the marine environment, 
while the maritime sector offers economic 
opportunities, from fishing, shipping and 
aquaculture to raw materials and offshore 
energy and marine biotechnology, care 
needs to be taken to ensure their 
exploitation is compatible with the 
conservation and sustainable management 
of marine and coastal ecosystems.

20. In the case of the marine environment, 
while the maritime sector offers economic 
opportunities, from fishing, shipping and 
aquaculture to raw materials and offshore 
energy and marine biotechnology, care 
needs to be taken to ensure their 
exploitation is compatible with the 
conservation and sustainable management 
of marine and coastal ecosystems. The 
conservation of marine resources 
necessitates an agreement between the 
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Member States and the Commission on 
the digital mapping of EU waters, 
including protected areas and protected 
species. This map should include features 
that must be protected under the Treaties 
and environmental impact assessment 
legislation, such as natural resources, 
biodiversity and cultural heritage. The 
Commission should call for international
waters, especially the Mediterranean, to 
be studied as part of Integrated Maritime 
Policy.

Or. es

Amendment 168
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

21. Ecosystem-based approaches to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation which 
also benefit biodiversity and the provision 
of other ecosystem services should be used 
more extensively as part of the EU’s 
climate change policy, while other 
environmental objectives such as 
biodiversity conservation and water 
protection should be fully taken into 
account in decisions relating to renewable 
energy. Finally, measures to address 
transport-related air pollution and CO2 
emissions will need to be rolled out41 .

21. Ecosystem-based approaches to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation which 
also benefit biodiversity and the provision 
of other ecosystem services should be used 
more extensively as part of the EU’s 
climate change policy, while other 
environmental objectives such as 
biodiversity conservation and soil and
water protection should be fully taken into 
account in decisions relating to renewable 
energy. Finally, measures to address 
transport-related air pollution and CO2 
emissions will need to be rolled out41 .

Or. en

Amendment 169
Matthias Groote

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 22
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU's territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States' planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU's territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. This artificial sealing of the soil 
has an adverse impact on the natural 
water cycle, because surface water can no 
longer seep into the ground and replenish 
the groundwater. Since the soil is, for 
example, no longer able to absorb and 
store rainwater, the increased run-off 
leads to flooding and a shortage of 
drinking water. These long-term changes 
are difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
For this reason, Member States' planning 
decisions relating to land use should define 
exactly which areas are to be released for 
building and impose restrictions on the 
size of those areas. Sufficient green areas 
should be set aside to offset the 
unavoidable impact of large-scale sealing.

Or. de

Amendment 170
Margrete Auken, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Jo Leinen



PE508.007v01-00 58/67 AM\931263EN.doc

EN

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU’s territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States’ planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation 
and desertification. More than 25% of the 
EU’s territory is affected by soil erosion by 
water, which compromises soil functions 
and affects the quality of freshwater. Soil 
contamination and sealing are also 
persistent problems. More than half a 
million sites across the EU are thought to 
be contaminated and until they are 
identified and assessed, they continue to 
pose potentially serious environmental, 
economic and social risks, including 
health risks. Every year more than 1 000 
km² of land are taken for housing, industry, 
transport or recreational purposes. These 
long-term changes are difficult or costly to 
reverse, and nearly always involve trade-
offs between various social, economic and 
environmental needs. Member States’ 
planning decisions relating to land use 
should be made more sustainable, 
especially taking biodiversity conservation 
and water protection into account.

Or. en

Amendment 171
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 22
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU’s territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States’ planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in and outside
the EU is jeopardising the provision of 
several key ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation 
and desertification. More than 25% of the 
EU’s territory is affected by soil erosion by 
water, which compromises soil functions 
and affects the quality of freshwater. Soil 
contamination and sealing are also 
persistent problems. More than half a 
million sites across the EU are thought to 
be contaminated and until they are 
identified and assessed, they continue to 
pose potentially serious environmental and 
health risks. Every year more than 1 000 
km² of land are taken for housing, industry, 
transport or recreational purposes. These 
long-term changes are difficult or costly to 
reverse, and nearly always involve trade-
offs between various social, economic and 
environmental needs. Member States’ 
planning decisions relating to land use 
should be made more sustainable with a 
view to the objective of no net land take by 
2050.

Or. en

Amendment 172
Claudiu Ciprian Tănăsescu

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
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biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU’s territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States’ planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU’s territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental, economic and social risks 
including health risks. Every year more 
than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States’ planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

Or. en

Amendment 173
Christa Klaß, Britta Reimers, Esther de Lange

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU's territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 

22. The degradation, fragmentation and 
unsustainable use of land in the EU is 
jeopardising the provision of several key 
ecosystem services, threatening 
biodiversity and increasing Europe’s 
vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters. It is also driving soil degradation. 
More than 25% of the EU's territory is 
affected by soil erosion by water, which 
compromises soil functions and affects the 
quality of freshwater. Soil contamination 
and sealing are also persistent problems. 
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More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States' planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

More than half a million sites across the 
EU are thought to be contaminated and 
until they are identified and assessed, they 
continue to pose potentially serious 
environmental and health risks. Every year 
more than 1 000 km² of land are taken for 
housing, industry, transport or recreational 
purposes. These long-term changes are 
difficult or costly to reverse, and nearly 
always involve trade-offs between various 
social, economic and environmental needs. 
Member States' planning decisions relating 
to land use should be made more 
sustainable.

With a view to addressing the serious 
problem of the sealing of the soil, the EU 
Member States should be required to take 
steps to reduce the area of land which has 
been built on and to safeguard 
agricultural land used to produce food, 
feedingstuffs and renewable raw 
materials.

Or. de

Amendment 174
Anja Weisgerber

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land 
use at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 

deleted
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well as to address soil quality issues 
within a binding legal framework42. 
Targets will also be set for sustainable 
land use and soil.
__________________
42 COM(2006) 232 (OJ C 332 of 
30.12.2006) proposes a Directive 
establishing a framework for the 
protection of soil and amending Directive 
2004/35/EC.

Or. de

Justification

Soil protection can be achieved more effectively, more efficiently and less bureaucratically at 
local, regional and national level than at Union level. Binding EU legal provisions would be 
incompatible with the subsidiarity principle.

Amendment 175
Christa Klaß, Britta Reimers

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within
a binding legal framework42. Targets will 
also be set for sustainable land use and soil.

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
at national level to ensure that decisions 
relating to land use at all relevant levels 
give proper consideration to environmental 
as well as social and economic impacts. 
The Rio+20 Summit outcome called for a 
'land degradation neutral world'. Such a 
commitment could best be met at national 
level. 

In keeping with the subsidiarity principle, 
soil quality issues can best be addressed 
within binding legal frameworks at 
national level. Targets will also be set for 
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sustainable land use and soil.

Or. de

Amendment 176
Matthias Groote

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues 
within a binding legal framework42.
Targets will also be set for sustainable 
land use and soil.

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should, without delay, 
reflect on how best to make such a 
commitment operational within their 
respective competencies. Sustainable land 
and soil use must be part and parcel of a 
comprehensive and binding set of 
European rules on the protection and 
sustainable use of the soil. Since soil, 
environmental and climate protection are 
inextricably linked, the adoption of 
binding rules applicable throughout the 
EU is fundamental to the achievement of 
EU climate objectives, the protection of 
biodiversity and the safeguarding of 
agricultural productivity.

Or. de

Amendment 177
Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Pilar Ayuso

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within 
a binding legal framework. Targets will 
also be set for sustainable land use and soil.

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should take measures to 
address soil quality issues within a binding 
legal framework. Targets will also be set 
for sustainable land use and soil.

Or. es

Amendment 178
Margrete Auken, Jo Leinen

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a ‘land 
degradation neutral world’. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within 
a binding legal framework. Targets will 
also be set for sustainable land use and soil.

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome, recognizing the 
economic and social significance of good 
land management, called for a ‘land 
degradation neutral world’. The EU and 
Member States should ensure to make this
commitment operational within their 
respective competencies as well as to 
address soil quality issues within a binding 
legal framework, favouring the 
Commission’s Proposal for a Directive 
Establishing a Framework for the 
Protection of Soil. Targets will also be set 
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for sustainable land use and soil.

Or. en

Amendment 179
Richard Seeber, Peter Liese

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within 
a binding legal framework42. Targets will 
also be set for sustainable land use and soil.

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within 
the existing legal framework. Targets will 
also be set for sustainable land use and soil.

__________________
42 COM(2006) 232 (OJ C 332 of 
30.12.2006) proposes a Directive 
establishing a framework for the protection 
of soil and amending Directive 
2004/35/EC.

Or. de

Amendment 180
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a ‘land 
degradation neutral world’. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within 
a binding legal framework . Targets will
also be set for sustainable land use and soil.

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome, recognizing the 
economic and social significance of good 
land management, called for a ‘land 
degradation neutral world’. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
within their respective competencies as 
well as how to address soil quality issues 
using a risk-based approach within a 
binding legal framework drawing on 
relevant aspects of the Commission’s 
Proposal for a Directive Establishing a 
Framework for the Protection of Soil and 
amending Directive 2004/35/EC. Targets 
should also be set for sustainable land use 
and soil.

Or. en

Amendment 181
Esther de Lange

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 

23. To reduce the most significant man-
made pressures on land, soil and other 
ecosystems in Europe, action will be taken 
to ensure that decisions relating to land use 
at all relevant levels give proper 
consideration to environmental as well as 
social and economic impacts. The Rio+20 
Summit outcome called for a 'land 
degradation neutral world'. The EU and 
Member States should reflect on how best 
to make such a commitment operational 
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within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues within 
a binding legal framework. Targets will 
also be set for sustainable land use and 
soil.

within their respective competencies as 
well as to address soil quality issues.

Or. nl

Amendment 182
Anja Weisgerber, Esther de Lange

Proposal for a decision
Annex 1 – point 23 – footnote 42

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

42. COM(2006) 232 (OJ C 332 of 
30.12.2006) proposes a Directive 
establishing a framework for the 
protection of soil and amending Directive 
2004/35/EC.

deleted

Or. de

Justification

 Soil protection can be achieved more effectively, more efficiently and less bureaucratically at 
local, regional and national level than at Union level. Binding EU legal provisions would be 
incompatible with the subsidiarity principle.


