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Question for Question Time in committee 0003/2013
under Rule 197 of the Rules of Procedure
by Linda McAvan

Subject: Exchange of views with Commission and EFSA on genetically modified animals

Commission and EFSA are invited to address the following questions raised by Ms Linda 
McAvan:

Despite there being currently no applications in the EU for the placing on the market of GM 
animals or products derived from GM animals, it is well-known that scientific developments 
suggest submissions may be made in future across a range of species.

Partly in response to this developing trend, EFSA has investigated the matter over the past 
two years. In January 2012 it published guidance on the risk assessment of food and feed from 
genetically modified animals and on animal health and welfare aspects, followed in May 2013 
by guidance on their environmental risk assessment.

The Commission has also received the report and recommendations of the FP7 funded 
PEGASUS project, designed to integrate existing social, environmental and economic 
knowledge regarding GM animals, including existing public perception.

- Could the Commission comment on the findings of the PEGASUS project and what action it 
plans to take in response?

- Can the Commission provide the latest information on whether it foresees any applications 
for the placing on the market of GM animals or products derived from GM animals in the EU 
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in the near future?

- Should such an application be made, could the Commission explain in detail what scrutiny 
measures it would take and what criteria would be set in the decision on whether to authorise 
the application? In particular, how will the Commission assess the animal welfare 
implications of both the generation of a GM animal and the altered life of the GM animal 
itself?

- The EFSA guidance on environmental risk assessment details some of the different practical 
applications of GM animals that are being envisaged. Some have medical research 
applications, whilst others appear to focus on increased productivity or even changes in 
appearance. Does the Commission envisage a different policy approach for GM animals for 
food and for medical research?


