
CM\800833EN.doc PE431.194

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009–2014

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

7.1.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Hearing with Connie HEDEGAARD, Commissioner-designate for Climate 
Action

Please find enclosed the written answers sent by Connie HEDEGAARD.

The Secretariat



PE431.194 2/6 CM\800833EN.doc

EN

ANSWERS TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COMMISSIONER -DESIGNATE

Connie HEDEGAARD

(Climate Action)

General competence, European commitment and personal independence

1. What aspects of your personal qualifications and experience are particularly 
relevant for becoming Commissioner and promoting the European general 
interest, particularly in the area you would be responsible for? What motivates 
you? What guarantees of independence are you able to give the European 
Parliament, and how would you make sure that any past, current or future 
activities you carry out could not cast doubt on the performance of your duties 
within the Commission?

I believe climate change is a defining challenge of this century. I also believe that how Europe 
chooses to tackle the climate challenge over the next years will define our strategic role in the 
world both economically and politically. That is a huge motivation for this job. Europe has a 
choice. Either we want to benefit from our first mover advantage, in which case we really 
have to move and make our policies specific now. Alternatively, we risk lagging behind and 
loosing possibilities of growth and jobs, as well as miss the opportunity of combining climate 
and energy policies in order to make Europe less dependent on foreign supplies of fossil fuels. 
Therefore, climate must now be mainstreamed into all policy areas and we need to build a 
consensus across all shades of opinion to make this happen.

For more than 5 years I have been working with climate in order to create support and 
understanding of the importance of a truly ambitious global climate deal at COP15 in 
Copenhagen. I believe I have the ability to define strategic goals and to fight for their 
implementation. I have a strong commitment both to tackling climate change and to the 
European Union, as a powerful vehicle to make this happen. I am very much aware of the 
necessity to communicate well in order to win public support for the opinions and goals I 
believe in. In the long run, politicians cannot make durable changes unless the need to do so 
has been clearly communicated to, and accepted by, citizens.

I was elected to the Danish Parliament at the age of 23 and chose to leave at the age of 29. 
During that period I rose to be first speaker of the Conservative People’s Party, the party of 
the Prime Minister at that time.
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For the next fourteen years I pursued a professional career in journalism, writing for a 
national newspaper, heading the national radio news and finally anchoring a current affairs 
TV programme. In 2004 I was asked to become Minister for Environment. As my 
professional path shows, I do not expect my career in politics to be a lifetime occupation. I am 
here because I want to achieve results, and I am ready to fight for this.

In relation to ensuring my independence I intend to comply with the rules on independence, 
ethical standards and transparency which are laid down in the Treaties, as well as in the Code 
of Conduct for Commissioners. I will inform the President of the Commission if a situation 
occurs which may involve a conflict of interest.

Management of the portfolio and cooperation with the European Parliament and its 
committees

2. How would you assess your role as a Member of the College of Commissioners? In 
what respect would you consider yourself responsible and accountable to the 
Parliament for your actions and for those of your departments?

I look forward to taking part in the Commission’s work – and I fully appreciate its collegiate 
leadership. Even though I have worked intensively on climate issues over the past five years, I 
am first and foremost a politician, not a climate specialist. I consider it a privilege to have the 
opportunity to discuss a variety of topics with my fellow Commissioners. Furthermore, my 
job will be to ensure that climate action is mainstreamed. How successful Europe will be in 
transposing climate action considerations into all relevant EU policies will depend, to a large 
degree, on the Commission’s ability to cooperate and coordinate.

I am also looking forward to working closely with the European Parliament and its 
Committees. As a Danish Minister, I have always been striving to secure broad political 
agreement and have always been committed to parliamentary accountability. I base my 
political work on transparency, openness and a constructive exchange of information, and I 
consider proposals and inputs from Parliament to be a crucial aspect of the legislative process. 
During the years spent on climate diplomacy, I have also put great emphasis on informal 
dialogues as a tool to achieve results. Particularly during my years as Denmark's Minister for 
the Environment, I maintained a close dialogue with Members of the European Parliament on, 
for example, our work with REACH.

Finally, I believe that Europe is facing a period of transformation in terms of how we achieve 
our goals on climate change in areas like producing and consuming energy. This is neither 
going to be an easy ride, nor one without cost. However, it is a necessary transformation, and, 
in order to secure public support, I consider Members of the European Parliament to be of 
great importance, as the directly elected representatives of Europeans.

3. What specific commitments are you prepared to make in terms of enhanced 
transparency, increased cooperation and effective follow-up to Parliament's 
positions and requests for legislative initiatives, also in the light of the entry into 
force of the Treaty of Lisbon? In relation to planned initiatives or ongoing 
procedures, are you ready to provide Parliament with information and documents 
on an equal footing with the Council?
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As stated above, I consider the European Parliament to play a key role in combating global 
warming and creating a dynamic, green economy in Europe. This has been shown by the 
crucial role played by the European Parliament in the climate-energy package, and in the 
work of MEPs to explain the climate change message to their constituents. I intend to 
establish and maintain an open and transparent two-way dialogue between our two 
institutions. That means a dialogue between me personally, my Cabinet and the Directorate-
General on one hand, and the European Parliament and its Committees on the other. I firmly 
believe that sharing information and exchanging ideas, on formal and informal levels, is an 
integral part of policymaking and a means to establishing an environment of cooperation and 
mutual trust.

Finally, it goes without saying that I will – in accordance with the Commission's general 
vision of furthering transparency – fully implement the provisions of the Framework 
Agreement, notably in order to ensure follow-up to Parliament’s position and provide 
Parliament with information and documentation.

Policy-related questions

4. What are the three main priorities you intend to pursue as part of your proposed 
portfolio, taking into account, where relevant, the financial, economic and social 
crisis and concerns related to sustainable development?

The three priorities I intend to pursue in my proposed portfolio are:

 First, follow-up and implementation of the agreement reached at the UN climate 
summit at Copenhagen

The EU has to maintain its leadership role in climate change to achieve a sufficient level 
of ambition in the battle against climate change, and to further build upon our early actor 
role. The immediate priority will be to finalise the international discussions on the post-
2012 regime in light of the Copenhagen outcome.

 Second, implementation of the climate-specific instruments of the climate and energy 
package

The implementation of the climate and energy package is of vital importance to 
demonstrate the EU’s commitment to our international partners. The comprehensive set of 
legislation requires putting in place a series of implementation measures, like the rules for 
auctioning more than one billion carbon allowances annually in the third phase of the EU 
Emission Trading System (EU ETS). I will pursue the full and timely adoption of the full 
suite of implementation measures as a matter of highest priority. In doing this I am fully 
conscious that the strength of the package lies in the strong political consensus built 
between European Parliament, Council and Commission.

 Third, strengthening competitiveness and creating jobs through low-carbon innovation 
and technologies.
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I believe that the strategic choices Europe makes in the years to come will define our 
position in the world in the 21st Century – both economically and politically. Our position 
will not only be measured by how we combat global warming, but also by whether we 
manage to do it in a clever way in which climate policy helps create new green jobs, 
reduces our dependency on foreign oil and gas, with the price risks associated with such 
fossil fuels, and at the same time pass on a world to future generations that holds no less 
opportunities for them than it did for us. As the world population is expected to reach 9 
billion people in 2050, resources will be scarce, and the regions that most adeptly 
transform into low-carbon economies will be the global winners in tomorrow markets.

Competition is already tightening considerably. The USA and China, for example, will scale-
up in this field. For Europe to keep its lead and reap the benefits of our efforts as first movers, 
we need to see climate policy as a strategic principle that is mainstreamed through all policy 
areas.

5. What are the specific legislative and non-legislative initiatives you intend to put 
forward, and according to what timetable? What specific commitments can you 
make regarding in particular the committees' priorities and requests attached 
hereto which would fall within your portfolio? How would you personally ensure 
the good quality of legislative proposals?

Needless to say a top priority will be to implement a European commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 in line with the target agreed as part of a global deal in 
Copenhagen.

Individual elements of the climate and energy package may be reviewed and / or 
complementary legislative instruments may have to be put in place. At this stage of the 
negotiations it is challenging to indicate even a tentative timetable. In the review of individual 
elements of the climate and energy package, the mandate defined in legislation (e.g. in Article 
28 of the revised EU Emission Trading System Directive) will be the starting point of my 
work. I commit to take into account relevant and possibly unexpected developments and 
outcomes of the negotiations, also in view of establishing targets and measures beyond 2020, 
to reach the 2 degree centigrade objective and the agreed emission reductions of 80 to 95 % 
by 2050.

The EU ETS is the flagship of the EU’s climate change policy. The substantial revisions of 
the architecture (EU-wide cap, significant move to auctioning, harmonised EU-wide 
benchmarks for transitional free allocation to industry) agreed last year mean that the EU ETS 
will undergo a fundamental change in the coming years. This will strengthen the carbon 
market. In case of a review of the EU ETS, I will strive to strike the appropriate balance 
between preserving a sufficient degree of regulatory stability and proposing architectural 
changes (e.g. with regard to the linear factor determining the EU-wide cap or the recognition 
rules of international credits from existing and new market mechanisms), as appropriate. At 
the same time I will pay high attention to further the prospects of early linking of the EU ETS 
to other robust systems in OECD countries, including the US, Australia and Japan.

The EU ETS covers the aviation sector as of 2012. I am aware that the Commission has not 
yet delivered on its promise to address emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) from aircraft. I will 
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work with my colleague Commissioner for transport to move this issue forward early in the 
next Commission.

With regard to carbon dioxide (CO2) performance standards for power plants, I share the view 
that power plants are of crucial importance. For this reason they are the core sector covered by 
the EU ETS. While power plants initially received free allowances, the recent climate and 
energy package introduces full auctioning of allowances as from 2013 for the power sector 
under the EU ETS. In addition the package contains measures to increase the share of 
renewable energy and stimulate the development and deployment of carbon capture and 
storage (CCS). The Commission will review implementation of the CCS Directive by 2015 
and, at that stage, assess whether to establish a mandatory requirement for emission 
performance standards for new large combustion plants.

The climate and energy package includes a strong monitoring and compliance system for both 
the EU ETS and the Effort Sharing Decision that will ensure that Member States implement 
the agreed measures. The financial crisis shall not affect our commitment to combating 
climate change. The Commission is on schedule in preparing implementing measures for 
which it is responsible and has initiated consultations under the Climate Change Committee. 
This commitment extends, of course, beyond the core of the package to, for example, the 
implementation of the Regulation concerning the reduction of CO2 from cars.

Finally, our climate change objectives can only be met if it becomes a cross-cutting theme for 
the full range of EU policies, as laid out in President Barroso’s guidelines. Climate is relevant 
to almost every aspect of the Commission’s work, and I want to work with all my colleagues 
in the Commission – as well as with the European Parliament and other key players – to 
mainstream climate into all Commission policies, with the goals of reducing emissions, 
adapting EU policies to the realities of climate change, innovation and employment.

I will ensure a good quality of legislative proposals by a commitment to stakeholder 
consultation, high-quality impact assessments and early consultation of the Parliament and 
Council on forthcoming legislative initiatives.


