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Subject: Fuel Quality Directive-implementation measures under Article 7a - tar sands

In December 2008 the EU adopted the revised Fuel Quality Directive, which requests 
transport fuel suppliers to cut the carbon footprint of their products by 6% in 2020. But oil 
companies are increasingly investing in the extraction of unconventional oils, such as tar 
sands, the extraction and processing of which show a significantly higher carbon intensity.

In the Commission's public consultation document of July 2009 on the implementation of 
Article 7a, Annex I proposed a specific default value for tar sands of 107g CO2/MJ. This 
value rightly reflects the higher energy intensive production methods for tar sands, and the 
higher CO2 emissions than processing of conventional oil. Independent scientific studies have 
shown that CO2 emissions from tar sands' production are around 3 times higher than 
production of conventional oil. From a total lifecycle perspective, these studies have found tar 
sands to be in the emissions range of 101 to 128g CO2/MJ, or between 18% and 49% higher 
than the current default value for petrol.

We are informed that this specific value for tar sands has been dropped in the Commission's 
draft implementing measure under Article 7a; according to the media the alleged 
disappearance is due to pressure from Canada. Can the Commission now confirm that it still 
stands by this specific value and that it will propose its inclusion in the implementing 
measures for article 7a? If not, will the Commission give full reasons for any change of view, 
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and explain how the Article 7a target of 6% reductions in CO2 emissions from transport fuels 
will be maintained in the case of increased EU imports of oil produced from tar sands?


