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1. "Coexistence" legislation: In its "Report on the coexistence of genetically modified 
crops with conventional and organic farming" (April 2009), the Commission states 
that only 15 Member States have adopted specific legislation on coexistence. Has this 
number risen until now? Are there Member States who cultivate GMOs and do not 
have any coexistence legislation? Has Spain, the EU country with the highest 
percentage of GMO cultivation in the EU, implemented coexistence legislation by 
now?
Directive 2001/18 states: "Living organisms, whether released into the environment in 
large or small amounts for experimental purposes or as commercial products, may 
reproduce in the environment and cross national frontiers thereby affecting other 
Member States. The effects of such releases on the environment may be irreversible." 
(Recital 4) and "It is necessary to ensure traceability at all stages of the placing on the 
market of GMOs as or in products authorised under part C of this Directive." (Recital 
42)

At the same time, Regulation 1829/2003 on several occasions mentions the right of 
consumers and farmers to make an informed choice. So did the Environment Council 
of December 2008 as well as Commissioner Dalli in several of his speeches with 
regard to GMOs.

In its new "Recommendation on guidelines for the development of national co-
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existence measures to avoid the unintended presence of GMOs in conventional and 
organic crops" from July 2010, the Commission states that "measures to avoid the 
unintended presence of GMOs in conventional and organic crops should be 
established at Member State level". Behind this background: How is the Commission 
aiming at a better implementation of Directive 2001/18? Is the Commission 
considering making the establishment of "coexistence measures" legally binding?

2. Transparency: In view of Art. 25.4 of Directive 2001/18 and of the EJC ruling from 
February 2009 (Case C-552/07) can the Commission explain how many  Member 
States have established a public register with detailed information of the location of 
the release and which Member States have not? What does the Commission intend to 
do to improve the situation?

3. Contamination: In its Coexistence report from 2009, the Commission states (Chapter 
7.2): "The majority of Member States have designed the coexistence measures in such 
a manner that they prevent the labelling threshold for GMOs in food and feed set at a 
level of 0.9% from being exceeded". At the same time Regulation 1829/2003 
stipulates that GMO-food must be labelled, except for foods "containing material 
which contains, consists of or is produced from GMOs in a proportion no higher than 
0,9 per cent of the food ingredients considered individually or food consisting of a 
single ingredient, provided that this presence is adventitious or technically 
unavoidable". Coexistence measures aiming at 0.9% contamination lead to an 
intentional contamination which cannot be considered adventitious anymore. 
Has the situation in the Member States improved by now? Does the Commission agree 
that in order to meet the requirements of Regulation 1829/2003, coexistence measures 
must aim at avoiding contaminations? 


