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Subject: Shortcomings of the current EU policy for colorectal cancer

With more than 200.000 deaths a year, colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second most killing 
cancer in Europe. Preventive screening measures as recommended in 2003 by the Council of 
Ministers could reduce this number by at least 60.000 per year. The first implementation 
report on the Council Recommendations among Member States from 2008 showed that 
Colorectal Cancer screening had the lowest implementation rates of all recommended 
screening activities across the EU. Less than half of the recommended annual minimum 
number of screenings was conducted in the EU and only 12 Member States were applying 
population based programs of early detection. 

The EU Health Work Program 2010 and 2011 did not contain any specific calls in the CRC 
area despite the potential progress that could be made. Additional research could improve the 
cost-efficiency of the preventive measures and contribute to more patient friendly tests.

The European Commission has produced "European guidelines for quality assurance in breast 
cancer screening" in 2006 and "European guidelines for quality assurance in cervical cancer 
screening" in 2008. It failed however to follow up on its intent to publish European guidelines 
for quality assurance in colorectal cancer screening in autumn 2010.  

In November 2010, the Written Declaration No. 68/2010 on the ‘Fight against colorectal 
cancer in the EU’ has been adopted by the European Parliament. The Written Declaration 
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calls upon the European Commission and the Member States to: 

- support in the EU awareness campaigns on lifestyle factors causing CRC, aiming 
particularly at teenagers and young adults, 

- stimulate implementation of  CRC screening best practice in all EU countries and to 
publish progress reports every 2 years;

- make dissemination of CRC screening related research and knowledge a priority in 
upcoming work programmes of Research Framework Programme 7 and the EU Health 
Programme;

- introduce nationwide CRC screening, in accordance with EU guidelines;

In this context, we would like to ask the following questions to the Commission: 

1. Which additional measures will the Commission take in order to speed up the
implementation of national population-based screening programmes in the EU Member 
States? 

2. Will the Commission give more attention to the field of Colorectal Cancer in the future 
health research programmes, and - if yes- what will be the focus and how can all the 
relevant stakeholders support the planning and decision making process? 

3. When does the Commission plan to publish the guidelines for colorectal cancer screening 
and what were the reasons for the delay?


