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Subject: EU global response to HIV/AIDS

The European Commission adopted its Communication on "Combating HIV/AIDS in the 
European Union and neighbouring countries (2009-2013) and its accompanying Action Plan 
with a view to reducing new HIV infections across all European countries by 2013. It 
identified key priorities including improving access to prevention, treatment, and care as well 
as improving the quality of life of people living with HIV. 

This reflected a number of the key recommendations included in the  European Parliament's 
Resolution of November 2008 on "HIV/AIDS: Early Diagnosis and Early Care" including 
greater access to HIV testing in order to prevent transmission of the virus, given that 30% of 
those infected with HIV are unaware that they have the virus. 

Given that we are now approaching a mid-term review of the Action Plan, can the 
Commission outline progress which has been made to date including uptake of the 
recommendations of the ECDC Guidance on HIV testing issued in December 2010?"

- Is the Commission intending to update the strategy to combat HIV/AIDS in the European 
Union and neighbouring countries in light of new development, notably when it comes to 
prevention, access to diagnosis and testing?
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- In advance of the 2011 UN General Assembly High Level Meeting on AIDS from 8–10 
June 2011 in New York, marking 10 years since the landmark UN General Assembly Special
Session on HIV/AIDS, can the European Commission explain how it intends to coordinate its 
EU strategy on HIV/AIDS in the EU and neighbouring countries and its broader EU global 
response to HIV/AIDS?

Justification

In 2009, the European Commission adopted its Communication aimed at "Combating 
HIV/AIDS in the European Union and neighbouring countries, 2009-2013". The strategy 
concentrated on 3 key areas: HIV prevention and HIV testing, priority groups most at risk of 
HIV and priority regions.

Today, there is still no decrease in number of new infections in the EU and neighbouring 
countries. Estimates from the European Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (ECDC) 
indicate on average that 30% of HIV-positive individuals are not diagnosed, and have 3,5 
times higher risk of transmitting HIV than do those who are diagnosed. Half of all HIV-
positive people still present late for care and progress to late stages of infection before they 
are diagnosed and can start treatment.

Furthermore, new studies constantly allow us to rethink the strategy to fight HIV/AIDS. 

For example, it has recently been demonstrated that an HIV-positive person who takes anti-
retroviral drugs after diagnosis, rather than when their health declines, can cut the risk of 
spreading the virus to uninfected partners by 96% (1).

The EU collectively has also played a strong leadership role in the global AIDS response, 
which it needs to strongly uphold to ensure that the progress and investments already made 
will not erode.


