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IMPLEMENTATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 21 JUNE 2011

1. REACH (Karl-Heinz Florenz)

a) What is the actual state of play in implementing the REACH Regulation (EC) N° 
1907/2006? 

b) Following the new deadlines, will there be a specific report on problems especially 
with a view to SMEs? 

c) Will there be a revision of the regulation and if so in which time frame? Which parts 
of the regulation will be revised?

2. Biocides - data sharing on animal testing (Vittorio Prodi)

The present legislation on biocides provides that "all reasonable efforts" have to be made by 
data owners to share animal test data. Furthermore, details of the efforts made to avoid 
duplicate animal testing have to be included in the dossiers of the relevant substances. Yet not 
much is known about the implementation of this provision. An important improvement of the 
new draft regulation over the present one is the mandatory sharing of data obtained through 
tests on vertebrate animals to prevent unnecessary sacrifices of animals.

Can the Commission say if it keeps a record of the outcome of data sharing negotiations 
between owners of animal test data and other producers who have sought access to these data? 
How many data sharing negotiations failed, and how many were successfully concluded under 
the present biocides legislation? In how many instances has a Competent Member State 
Authority concluded that a data owner had failed to make "all reasonable efforts" to avoid 
duplicate animal testing and what follow up action was taken in such instances? Can the 
Commission give a qualitative assessment as to whether the implementation of the animal 
welfare provision in the present legislation has been effective in reducing the duplication of 
tests on vertebrate animals? What provisions does the Commission foresee for producers of 
active substances who did not reach a data sharing agreement  under the present legislation, to 
prevent their elimination from the market before the new legislation (with its mandatory data 
sharing provisions) enters into force? 

3. Waste legislation (Karl-Heinz Florenz)

Which concrete steps have been taken to increase implementation in Member States or 
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to enable the Commission to promote compliance amongst Member States - already at an 
early stage?

4. Gypsum waste (Vittorio Prodi)

No recycling of gypsum waste exists in Italy and Germany (and many other Member 
States/regions) and all gypsum waste is consequently landfilled. Gypsum waste in landfills 
generates serious environmental problems such as sulphur leaching, and contamination of the 
ground water and creation of hydrogen sulphite gas. Therefore the EU has regulated the 
treatment of Gypsum waste and requires landfilling in special cells (mono-cells), where no 
organic waste is present. In Italy and in some regions in Germany today, no mono cells exists 
and all gypsum waste is either placed in un-safe inert landfills, or in ordinary cells containing 
organic waste in non-inert non-hazardous landfills.

How does the Commission ensure that Italy and Germany correctly implement the landfill 
directive and take steps to encourage the recycling of gypsum waste in Italy and Germany 
instead of landfilling?
In light of the problems in the UK, Sweden, Germany and Italy, it seems like the Commission 
could save a lot of time by issuing a guideline on how to treat gypsum waste correctly. Would 
the Commission consider developing a Member State guideline during 2011 in order to boost 
the recycling market, and to avoid infringement cases?

5. Water Framework Directive (Esther de Lange)

Article 7 of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) specifically states the importance of 
waters used or intended to be used for the production of water for human consumption. At the 
same time, a fear exists among organisations that there is little specific attention for the 
protected areas and that only few specific measures can be found. 

a) What are the measures the Commission has in mind to improve the protection of 
drinking water areas according to the meaning of the WFD?

b) More concretely, to what extent does the Commission try to use the reform of the 
Common Agricultural Policy to compensate farmers that need to adapt their farm 
management in order to achieve the goals of the WFD?

6. Improving implementation of environmental legislation (Chris Davies)

Commissioner Potočnik has repeatedly stressed that one of his priorities is to secure better 
implementation by Member States of environmental legislation already in force.
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What new procedures have been introduced by the Commission over the past 18 months in 
order to realise this objective?


