
DT\871146EN.doc PE467.238v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

IMPLEMENTATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 14 JULY 2011

1. REACH (Françoise Grossetête)

a) The experience of the first few years of REACH application confirms the regulation's 
complexity and the difficulties encountered by businesses seeking to comply with it. A 
number of examples can be used to illustrate this complexity: the registration dossiers, 
chemical safety assessments and the new safety data sheets.

Does the feedback to date make it possible to identify areas in which application of the 
regulation could be simplified?

b) We are less than two years away from the second REACH registration deadline (31 May 
2013). This deadline applies to substances manufactured or imported at a rate of more than
100 tonnes per year, and will presumably have a much greater impact on SMEs than the 
December 2010 deadline.

Have any specific measures been proposed to assist SMEs in meeting this objective? Will the 
assistance provided to businesses by ECHA (through webinars, creation of simplified 
documents and communication via the webpage) be adapted over the coming months to better 
target the needs of SMEs? In particular, have goals been set for the translation of documents 
into the 22 languages of the EU?

2. REACH - SMEs (Julie Girling)

a) Has there been any assessment on the impact of changing the guidance document on 
intermediates for smaller companies, essentially active in the field of fine chemicals? The 
costs for upgrading to a full dossier or the investment costs to obtain a closed containment 
may be very important for companies with a relatively low turn-over.

b) For the second registration deadline everyone is expecting more SMEs and more 
companies with less experience. Will ECHA foresee additional help for them?

3. SMEs under the RoHS directive (Linda McAvan)
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I have had a recent case of a local company unsure as to whether their activities fall under the 
scope of a RoHS exemption or not. The Commission was unable to advise and neither were 
their consultants at the Öko Institute.

Does the Commission think that there is a problem with SMEs in particular not being clear 
about their responsibilities under the RoHS Directive? Is there anywhere for SMEs to go to 
get advice - and does the Commission think there is a need to set up some kind of a helpdesk, 
which would be able to give out advice to these small businesses?

4. Situation of landfills in Greece (Theodoros Skylakakis)

The Commission has been following the implementation of the directive 91/ 156/EC on waste 
and especially the closure of the existing landfills in Greece. The deadline for ceasing the 
operation of these landfills is the end of June 2011 and the deadline for their restoration is 
June 2012. The Commission has stated that it will not hesitate to take the necessary actions, 
including submitting the case to the European Court of Justice and if necessary to demand 
financial penalties.

What is the status of the implementation in Greece right now? 
How many landfills have been closed up to now and how likely is it that all landfills will 
cease their operation by the end of June 2011? 

5. Turf extraction in Ireland (Nessa Childers) 

One areas of urgent importance is the effect of the industrialisation of turf extraction in 
Ireland. The subject has an existing case history with the Commission and the European Court 
of Justice, but, despite these previous interventions, there has been insufficient improvement 
on the ground. 

The raised bogs in Ireland are considered one of Europe's most treasured eco-systems, 
attracting the highest level of European protection under Natura 2000. There are reports that 
these last remaining examples were still being removed by industrial turf harvesting, for 
short-term gain, with the acquiescence of previous Irish governments. 

I am confident the new government will address this matter, however what are views of the 
European Commission on this case?

6. Implementation problems of Member States (Karin Kadenbach)

Is there a comparative study from the Commission why Member States sometimes have 
problems to implement EU environmental law? Does the Commission have suggestions how 
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to improve this situation? What steps will the Commission take to prevent implementation 
problems of Member States?


