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Curriculum vitae of Dr Marc Sprenger

Name Marc J.W. Sprenger MD, PhD

Nationality Dutch

Date of birth July 30, 1962

Phone +3130 2742576 

E-mail marc.sprenger@rivm.nl

Summary
Dr Marc Sprenger is currently Director-General of the Natio-

nal Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM). 

Throughout his career Dr Sprenger has made significant 

contributions to health and health-related organisations 

and programmes at global, regional and national levels. 

He has more than fifteen years’ experience in public  

service and has occupied a number of top-level positions.

Dr Sprenger graduated in medicine from the University  

of Maastricht in 1988, completing his PhD studies, on influ-

enza, at the Erasmus University, Rotterdam two years later. 

In 1993 he became a specialist in medical microbiology.

The RIVM is recognised as a leading centre of excellence 

in the fields of infectious diseases, health and health  

systems, nutrition and environment. It has over 1500 staff, 

and an annual budget of approximately 200 million euros. 

The results of multidisciplinary, integrated research,  

monitoring, modelling and risk assessment are used to 

underpin policy.

Under Dr Sprenger’s leadership the RIVM has been  

transformed from a research organisation into an agency 

which enjoys mature governmental and intergovern- 

mental commissioning relationships while maintaining 

scientific independence. He has broadened the institute’s 

scope, allowing wider involvement in executive general 

and public health programmes. These include healthcare 

system performance, vaccination, screening for cancer 

and other illnesses, environmental health impact and 

health promotion. He has also developed numerous  

partnership programmes with Eastern European countries 

and with the WHO Regional Office for Europe. The RIVM is 

a WHO Collaborating Centre and reference laboratory in 

numerous fields.

Dr Sprenger puts particular emphasis on performance 

management and open and transparent communication 

with a clear societal relevance on the part of both profes-

sionals and politicians, which is beneficial to the public. 

He has successfully demonstrated his managerial skills  

in both financial and human resource management.  

Dr Sprenger has extensive international experience in 

health practice and applied research. He is closely 

involved with many countries and international bodies, 

serving as an advisor, chairing international panels and 

co-authoring a framework for the development and 

enhancement of national public health institutes.

In September 2004 Dr Sprenger was elected as the first 

Chair of the Management Board of the European Centre 

for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC, based in  

Stockholm), in which capacity he was responsible for its 

launch. He has contributed to ECDC’s mission to identify, 

assess and communicate current and emerging threats  

to human health posed by infectious diseases. The first  

evaluation report of the institute has been presented 

under his leadership. Throughout his chairmanship he 

has demonstrated diplomatic, political, intercultural and 

strategic skills, combined with widespread technical 

knowledge and expertise in health and health systems. 

This has allowed him to form strong alliances with all  

relevant partners and parties.

In October 2008 Sprenger was elected to the Executive 

Board of the International Association of Public Health 

Institutes (IANPHI).

Between 1999 and 2003, before taking up his post as 

Director-General of the RIVM, Dr Sprenger was Director  

of Health  at the Healthcare Insurance Board in a period  

in which Dutch healthcare insurance was undergoing  

substantial change. During this period the Board supported 

major political decisions regarding the healthcare  

insurance system and various reimbursement issues.  

Dr Sprenger put particular emphasis on translating  

evidence into policy.

Dr Sprenger first worked with the RIVM in 1993, as Head 

of the Centre for Infectious Disease Epidemiology (CIE). 

Here, he was closely involved with the Infectious Diseases 

Information System (ISIS) and set up the European Anti-

microbial Resistance Surveillance System (EARSS).

Between 1991 and 1993 Dr Sprenger was Director of  

the WHO National Influenza Centre, housed at the  

Department of Virology of the Erasmus University,  

Rotterdam. 

He has authored, co-authored or contributed to more than 

100 publications. His academic publications include work 

in such diverse areas as epidemiology, influenza, virology, 

health economics and antimicrobial resistance.

Dr Sprenger is fluent in English and has reasonable  

command of French and German. He is married, has  

four children and is in excellent health. 
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Employment history

2003 - present Director-General (CEO), National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM),   

 Bilthoven, the Netherlands
	 •	 CEO of an institute with more than 1500 staff and an annual budget of approximately 200 million 

euros
	 •	 Directly responsible for human resources, financial and quality management, communication 

and international affairs
	 •	 Chair of the Board of Directors, which deals with general and public-health and environmental 

issues
	 •	 Responsible for liaison between the government and the institute
	 •	 Member of the National Steering Group on Bioterrorism and the National Security Think Tank, 

reporting to the Minister of Justice and the Minister of the Interior and Kingdom Relations 

2004 - 2008 Chair of the Management Board, European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), 

Stockholm, Sweden
	 •	 ECDC’s mission is to identify, assess and communicate current and emerging threats to human 

health posed by infectious diseases 
	 •	 The Management Board ensures that the Centre achieves its mission and is responsible for its 

annual and multi-annual work programmes

1999 - 2003 Director of Health, Healthcare Insurance Board (CVZ), the Netherlands
	 •	 Responsible for a staff of 125 at this semi-governmental organisation
	 •	 Responsible for advice on the healthcare system and insurance issues, including reimburse-

ment, health planning issues, assessing new pharmaceuticals, long-term residential care,  

care for the disabled and pharmaceutical health informatics

1993 - 1999 Head of the Centre for Infectious Disease Epidemiology at the National Institute for Public 

 Health and the Environment (RIVM), Bilthoven, the Netherlands
	 •	 Managerial responsibility for 55 experts and 20 long-term projects
	 •	 Member of the National Outbreak Management Team for Infectious Diseases Control
	 •	 Representative of the Netherlands in EU expert committees

1991 - 1993 Director of the WHO National Influenza Centre 
	 •	 Based at the Department of Virology of the Erasmus University, Rotterdam. Responsible  

for national monitoring of influenza

1990 - 1993 Associate Professor in Virology at the Erasmus University, Rotterdam, the Netherlands
	 •	 Responsible for re-establishing a research programme on influenza 

Curriculum vitae of Dr Marc SprengerCurriculum vitae of Dr Marc Sprenger



2009.3 3 of 3

Curriculum vitae of Dr Marc Sprenger

Education
 

1993 Registered as PhD Epidemiologist by the Netherlands Epidemiology Society 

1988 - 1992 Specialisation in Medical Microbiology at the Erasmus University Medical Centre, Rotterdam

1990 PhD, Erasmus University, Rotterdam: The impact of influenza, an epidemiological study on  

morbidity, direct mortality and related mortality (Supervisors: Professor N. Masurel (virologist)  

and Professor R. van Strik (biostatistician)

1988 MD, University of Maastricht, the Netherlands

Additional training and experience

2007 Leadership at the Peak, Centre for Creative Leadership, Davos, Switzerland

2000 Global Healthcare 2000 - Innovation in Medicine, Harvard Medical School

1997 - 1998 Interdepartmental Management Course, Netherlands School of Public Administration

1994 - 1995 Management courses (peer supervision training, Human Resources Management, Reorganisations 

and Management, Strategic Management), GITP training consultancy

1992 Trainee at the influenza department  of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, USA

1985 - 1986 Full-time member of staff at the Department of Health Economics, University of Maastricht.  

Topic: technology assessment, cost-effectiveness analysis and cost-benefit analysis of vaccines

Scientific achievements

Dr Sprenger has authored, co-authored or contributed to more than 100 publications. His academic publications 

include work in such diverse areas as epidemiology, influenza, virology, health economics and antimicrobial 

resistance. 

International health

Dr Sprenger has been a member of many national and international committees on communicable diseases and 

public health. He has been National Delegate to the World Health Assembly and to the WHO Regional Committee 

for Europe on a number of occasions.
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