
Seppo Knuuttila's expertise is focused on eutrophication, a major problem in the Baltic Sea, caused 
by excessive inputs of nitrogen and phosphorous:

- As a Project Manager of HELCOM's Fifth Baltic Sea Pollution Compilation he has been responsible for 
quantifying and reporting the waterborne nutrient load discharged annually to the Baltic Sea, evaluation of 
the changes in the pollution load since 1994, and explaining to which extent changes are caused by human 
activities and natural variations, as well as overall evaluation the significance of various water protection 
measures applied in the Baltic Sea catchment area to reduce the pollution load from land-based sources

- Member of the HELCOM group which produced integrated thematic assessment of the effects of nutrient 
enrichment in the Baltic Sea region: Eutrophication in the Baltic Sea

He has been involved in a number of national research projects related to the Baltic Sea:

- Coordinator and Chief Scientist of annual research cruises in the Gulf of Finland with R/V Muikku since 
2003

- Co-writer of the book (2010): The Gulf of Finland: Eutrophication - present status and future perspectives

- Member of the steering group of the project Estimation of nutrient load from ship originated waste waters 
into the Baltic Sea area

- Coordinator of the examination of mass mortalities of seabirds in the eastern Gulf of Finland in the spring 
2006 and 2010

- Scientist in HELCOM's Balthazar Project 2009-2011: Reducing nutrient loading from large scale animal 
farming in Russia, and in the project funded by the Ministry of Environment in Finland: Identification of 
Priority Measures to Reduce Eutrophication from North-West Russia into the Gulf of Finland

In addition he has participated in several international projects as a research scientist: 

- Searching efficient protection strategies for the eutrophied Gulf of Finland (project belongs to the Baltic Sea 
Research Program of the Academy of Finland)

- European Environment Agency (EEA): Contact person for European Topic Center on Water (ETC Water), 
duties are to act as national expert and participate the projects.

- EU Water Framework Directive: Contact person on implementing the WFD on the coastal areas and 
member of the national intercalibration working group. Also a member in the expert group of implementing 
the WFD in Finland


