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I. COMPOSITION OF THE DELEGATION

The following Members of the European Parliament participated in the delegation to 

Poland:

 Mr Jo Leinen (S&D) - Chairman of the Delegation

 Ms Radvilė Morkūnaitė-Mikulėnienė (EPP)

 Ms Linda McAvan (S&D)

 Ms Jolanta Emilia Hibner (EPP) - local Member

Mr Gábor Lejko (Group advisor EPP), Ms Eleni Dimitrakoudi (Group advisor S&D), 

Mr Georgios Amanatidis (ENVI Committee Secretariat) and Mr Jozef Duch (ENVI 

Committee Secretariat) accompanied the Delegation. 
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II. GENERAL BACKGROUND

Poland will take over from the Hungary the 6-month EU Presidency on 1st July 2011. 

During this time the country will host the majority of the Union's events and will play 

a key role in the activities of the European Union. It will be responsible for organising 

EU meetings, setting the Union's political agenda and ensuring its development, 

integration and security. The European Parliament's Committee on the Environment, 

Public Health and Food Safety decided to send a delegation of its Members to Poland 

in order to meet the representatives of the Polish government, Sejm, Senate, as well as 

Non-Governmental Organisations and journalists and see how the country is being 

prepared for the EU Presidency, what priorities have been chosen and what areas of 

cooperation will be the most important during the second half of 2011. All the 

meetings took place in the capital of the country, Warsaw, where the executive and 

legislative bodies have their seat. 

III. PROGRAMME

 Wednesday, 18 May 201

Working lunch with Ms Ewa Kopacz, Minister of Health

The delegation visit started with a working lunch with Ms Ewa Kopacz, the Minister 

of Health. The minister outlined the major priorities of the upcoming Polish 

Presidency in the area of health including improvement of public health in the EU 

Member States and closing the gap in the health situation of the European countries. 

A discussion touched also the issue of early detection and prevention and treatment of 

non-communicable respiratory diseases, with particular reference to children, 

adolescents and elderly. The possibility of the full digitalisation of the health system 

in the benefit of the patients was also discussed. Moreover, a brief presentation of the 

health insurance system on Poland was given.
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Meeting with Mr Andrzej Kraszewski, Minister of Environment

The delegation met Mr Andrzej Kraszewski, Minister of Environment who briefly 

presented the main priorities of Polish Presidency in the field of protection of the 

environment and climate change. The Minister underlined that ahead of the upcoming 

COP17 conference in Durban, Europe needs to strengthen the diplomatic efforts to 

find support. On a Minister's remark that Poland could have difficulties to meet more 

ambitious target concerning the CO2 emission reductions, the EP delegation replied 

that it is important to see the situation as a win-win case and support the countries that 

need huge investments into their infrastructure. A large part of time was devoted to 

the resource efficiency in support of which the Minister presented concrete measures. 

Those could for example include the information on package indicating the exact fee 

for waste management of the product or the "life expectancy" of the product. The EP 

delegation  highlighted a big potential for energy efficiency in Poland for example in 

the area of  insulation of buildings. The Chairman of the EP Delegation noted that 

92% of electricity produced in Poland comes from coal and presented his optimism 

regarding possibilities of the technology of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS). Other 

topics discussed included the pollution in Baltic Sea, the directive on waste electrical 

and electronic equipment (WEEE) and the protection of biodiversity. The Members of 

the delegation continued their discussion with the Minister and other senior officials 

on a dinner which was kindly hosted by Minister Kraszewski. 

 Thursday, 19 May 2011

Meeting with NGO representatives

The Members of the delegation met at the EP Information Office in Warsaw with the 

representatives of the Non-Governmental Organisations who raised several topics. 

The debate touched upon the issue of "greening the EU budget". Another 

representative focused on the unclear status of genetically modified organisms 

(GMOs) in Poland where according to their sources the ban on cultivation is not 
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properly implemented. Due to lack of registering of GMO fields the NGOs are also 

afraid of contamination. Other topics discussed included the potential of wind and 

solar energy, the production of biomass and the possibilities for intensive farming.

Meeting with Mr Marek Sawicki, Minister of Agriculture and Rural 

Development

This meeting of the delegation took place at the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development. Minister Sawicki reminded that during the 6-month Presidency Poland 

will focus on reform of the Common Agricultural Policy including the system of 

direct payments and the rural development, the production of biomass and the reform 

of fisheries policy. Poland considers the reform of direct payments a top priority in 

order to ensure level playing field for all farmers in the EU. The Members of the EP 

delegation highlighted that Poland could show an example by "greening" the 

Common Agricultural Policy and welcomed the idea of farmers producing biomass 

for energy purposes. Other topics discussed included food quality and food 

information to consumers, cultivation of GMOs, imports of cloned animals, meat 

production and inland aquaculture.

Lunch hosted by Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Sejm and Senate Committees

The Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Sejm and Senate Committees on 

environment, agriculture and health hosted an official lunch that took place just ahead 

of the meeting with representatives of both Chambers of the Polish Parliament. The 

host lists included the Chairman of the Environment Committee of the Senate Mr

Zdzisław Pupa, Chairman of Health Committee of the Senate Mr Władysław 

Sidorowicz, Chairman of the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee of the 

Senate Mr Jerzy Chróścikowski, Chairman of the Health Committee of the Sejm Mr

Bolesław Piecha, Vice-Chairmen of the Environment Protection, Natural Resources 

and Forestry Committee of the Sejm Mr Arkadiusz Litwiński and Mr Jerzy Gosiewski 

and Vice-Chairman of  the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee of the 

Sejm Mr Józef Piotr Klim. 



5

Meeting with representatives of Sejm and Senate Committees

The last meeting of the day took place in the building of the Polish Senate. The Polish 

Parliamentarians were particularly interested in the reform and simplification of the 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the development of the rural areas, the energy 

production, potential shale gas extracting and the reduction targets of the CO2 

emissions. The Chairman of the delegation Mr Leinen highlighted that the factor of 

subsidies in the reformed CAP should be decreased and reform of the direct payments 

system needs to lead to equality and transparency. While Poland is considered to be 

successful in development of the biomass production, there is a need to avoid a 

situation where energy crops are produced at the detriment of the food production. 

Both sides agreed on the fact that more could be done in the area of renewable

energies and energy efficiency where a potential for additional CO2 emissions 

reduction lies.

Visit of Vistula Path

The second day of the delegation concluded with the visit of the newly constructed 

path along the Vistula river. The idea of the Vistula Path is to bring together the 

inhabitants of Warsaw and the river. It will be officially inaugurated in June during a 

major sports’ event. The Path is a first step in "bringing back" the river and its 

environmental values to the people: although the Vistula river is the only one having a 

savage passage through a huge city, the Path will enable to create beaches, parking 

places and other infrastructure making environment and leisure a harmony. In the 

upcoming years, the potential of the Path for environmental education will be 

developed with the implementation of items enabling schools and other institutions to 

organize environment classes. During the visit a focus was put in particular on 

environmental values of the Vistula banks which are protected by the Natura 2000 

Program.
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 Friday, 20 May 2011

Meeting with the EU Affairs Committee of Sejm 

The final day of the delegation visit started with a meeting with the representatives of 

the EU Affairs Committee of the Polish Sejm led by its Vice-Chairman Mr. Andrzej 

Gałażewski. The speakers focused on the link between economy and environment, the 

financial and deficit crisis, cloning of animals, cultivation of the GMOs, the energy 

dependence on coal production, energy mix, the consequences of the Fukushima 

disaster and the road to COP17 climate conference that will take place in Durban later 

this year.

Press conference

The delegation of the European Parliament concluded its visit in Warsaw by press 

conference. Mr Leinen, after an introduction by Mr Gałażewski, presented the main 

topics that had been discussed with the Polish ministers and parliamentarians and 

answered the questions of the representatives of the Polish media.

IV. KEY FINDINGS

The delegation very much appreciated the open and informative character of the 

different visits and the hospitality from the Polish Government, Sejm and Senate. The 

discussions proved to be very concrete, constructive and fruitful. The following key 

findings can be identified:
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 Poland is well prepared to take over the EU Presidency in the area of 

environment, public health and food safety. The delegation noticed a strong 

commitment and engagement of the country to succeed.

 Several topics will feature the 6-month Polish Presidency in relation to the ENVI 

Committee of the European Parliament. Those would include the revision of the 

legislation on placing on the market and use of biocidal products, as well as the 

revision of waste electrical and electronic equipment directive. An important place 

will also have the report on a resource-efficient Europe, a roadmap for moving to 

a competitive low carbon economy in 2050 and preparations for United Nations 

Climate Conference in Durban (COP17) and the Rio+20 summit in Rio de 

Janeiro.

 Poland will also preside EU at the time of other topics of major importance are 

going to be discussed, in particular future financing of the EU and the reform of 

the Common Agricultural Policy.

 The delegation mentioned on several occasions the eagerness of the EP 

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety to closely 

cooperate with the upcoming Polish Presidency. 

V.     AGENDA

Wednesday 18 May 2011

14h00-14h30 Meeting in the hotel lobby and transfer with bus to the restaurant

14h30-17h00 Working lunch with Ms Ewa Kopacz - Minister of Health

17h10-17h30 Transfer with bus to the Ministry of Environment

17h30-19h30  Meeting with Mr Andrzej Kraszewski - Minister of Environment

19h40-20h00 Transfer with bus to the restaurant

20h00-22h00 Dinner hosted by Minister of Environment Mr Andrzej Kraszewski 
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Thursday 19 May 2011

08h00-08h30 Meeting in the hotel lobby and transfer with bus to the EP Information 
Office

08h30-09h30  Meeting with the representatives of NGOs 

09h40-10h00 Transfer with bus to the Ministry of Agriculture

10h00-12h00 Meeting with Mr Marek Sawicki - Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development

12h00-13h00 Transfer to the restaurant

13h00-14h30  Lunch hosted by the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Health 
Committees, the Environment Committees and the Agriculture and 
Rural Development Committees of the Sejm and the Senate of Poland

14h40-15h00 Transfer with a bus to the Senate

15h00-17h00 Meeting with the Members of the Health Committees, the Environment 
Committees and the Agriculture and Rural Development Committees 
of the Sejm and the Senate of Poland

17h15-17h30 Transfer with bus to the Vistula river

17h30-19h30 Visit of the Vistula Path

Friday 20 May 2011

09h30-10h00 Meeting in the hotel lobby and transfer with a bus to the building of the 
Sejm

10h00-11h00  Meeting with the Members of the Committee on EU affairs of the 
Sejm

11h00-11h30 Press Conference

12h00 End of the delegation


