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and Maîtrise in Sociology at the Sorbonne in Paris (1972). 

Advocacy Officer, Association of European Cancer Leagues 
(ECL), Tobacco Control Expert, Belgian Foundation against 
Cancer, International expert on illicit tobacco trade.  

 

Career: Belgian Consumer Association (1973-75), Centre for research and 
Information of the (Belgian) Consumer organisations (1976-2003), and Belgian 
Foundation against Cancer (2003-). He is an Advocacy Officer of the Association of 
European Cancer Leagues since 2004.  

EU Tobacco control policy:  

In the period 1988-1995, he was a consultant to the Commission of European 
Communities and Director of the European Bureau for Action on Smoking Prevention 
(BASP). He was responsible for editing 27 Newsletters on smoking prevention in the 
European Union and 15 reports on tobacco control in the EU. He was the principal 
advisor on smoking prevention to the Commission, when they drafted the proposals of 
Directive to control tobacco during this period.  

In 2004, he was one of the authors of the ASPECT consortium report “Tobacco or 
health in the European Union. Past, present and future”, which was financed by and 
prepared for the use of the European Commission.  

Together with Martin Raw, he published articles in 1991 and 1996 describing the 
fraud with the EU tobacco subsidies in the Common Agricultural Policy.  

Together with Martin Raw, he developed a new level of systematisation into scoring 
tobacco control measures, based on evidence of effectiveness, at country level. The 
tobacco control score ranked 30 European countries in 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2010 by 
their total score on the scale out of a maximum possible score of 100. 

WHO tobacco control policy:  

He was a Member of the WHO Expert Advisory Panel on Tobacco or Health in the 
period 1990-2002 and a temporary advisor to the World Health Organization on the 
issue of tobacco smuggling (1996-2003).  

He is the author of WHO Technical briefing Series Paper 2, Improving Public Health 
through an International Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which was one 
of the discussion texts during the first working group on the FCTC in October 1999.  

In 1999-2003 he was part of the official Belgian delegation on the negotiations of the 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  

General tobacco control policy:  



He is the spokesperson of the Belgian Coalition against Tobacco since 1995. He 
testified several times in the European and Belgian Parliament on tobacco control 
legislation.  

He is the author of more than 400 articles, reports and presentations on the different 
aspects of the smoking prevention policy, such as smoking prevalence studies, 
smoking cessation, passive smoking, advertising, labelling, taxes, smuggling, tobacco 
industry tactics, EU policy.   

He was a consultant to the International Union against Cancer and to the European 
cancer Leagues in the period 1996-2004 and wrote several policy papers and papers 
on behalf of these international organisations. 

Illicit tobacco trade:  

Since 1994, Luk Joossens has published, together with Martin Raw, several scientific 
articles on cigarette smuggling and advised the World Bank, The European 
Commission, the World Health Organization (Geneva Headquarters, the Regional 
Office for Europe, the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and the 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific), the US Surgeon General, the Finnish 
government, the Belgian government, the UK Presidency, the International Union 
against Cancer, the Association of European Cancer Leagues, the Framework 
Convention Alliance, the Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use and many 
national organisations about smuggling.   

He was of one the rapporteurs of the WHO expert group on illicit tobacco trade in 
2007, which prepared a template for a protocol on illicit trade which is the basis for 
discussion of the negotiations on the protocol on illicit tobacco trade in 2008.   

He was the lead author of the background paper on cigarette smuggling of the 2000 
World Bank Report "Curbing the Epidemic".   

He has given more than 100 presentations on cigarette smuggling in 50 countries.  

 


