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Compromise amendment 1
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico must lead 
the EU to urgently and deeply review its
legislation, in respect of the precautionary 
principle, on all aspects of offshore oil and 
gas extraction and exploration in its 
territories; in this context, welcomes the 
Commission’s will to fill the gap in the 
existing EU legislation;

1. Considers that the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico must lead 
the EU urgently, and where necessary, to 
carry out an in-depth review of both their 
appropriate legislation and regulation, in 
respect of the precautionary principle and 
on the principle that preventive action 
should be taken, on all aspects of offshore 
oil and gas extraction and exploration, 
including safe transfer by underwater 
pipelines located on/under the seabed, in 
its territories; in this context, welcomes the 
Commission's will urgently to fill gaps in 
existing EU legislation;

Or. en

Consolidated amendment 2
ALDE, S&D, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL
Consolidated amendment replacing Amendments 13 and 15

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Urges the Commission and the Members 
States to strengthen effective mutual 
cooperation and to establish an EU 'Control 
the controllers' system;

2. Urges the Commission and the Member 
States to strengthen and intensify 
inspection methods and effective mutual 
cooperation and to establish an EU 
"Control the controllers" system based on 
minimum binding safety rules, in order to 
ensure independence in monitoring and 
supervision at EU level; 

Or. en
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Compromise amendment 3
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 16, 72 and 73

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Notes that some oil and gas companies 
operate to different safety standards both 
within the EU and worldwide, depending 
on national regulatory requirements; calls 
for the Commission, together with the 
Member States, firstly to initiate a 
comprehensive review of the legal 
framework for the offshore oil and gas 
industry and secondly to harmonise the 
various safety standards to the highest 
possible minimum level, so as to provide 
legal certainty for undertakings and to 
ensure that:
- state of the art practices become the 

norm across all operations throughout the 
EU; and that
- the greatest possible protection can be 
guaranteed in the event of an accident;
To achieve these aims, urges the 
Commission to consider whether to 
introduce new legislation aimed at 
offshore oil and gas activities at all stages 
(exploratory, operational, transport and 
decommissioning) or to complete and 
strengthen existing legislation so as to 
incorporate offshore oil and gas activities;

Or. en

Consolidated amendment 4
ALDE, EPP, S&D, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Consolidated amendment replacing Amendments 29, 30, 31 and 32 

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers that the Environmental 
Liability Directive (ELD) should strictly 
apply the ‘polluter pays’ principle to all 
damages caused to marine waters and 
biodiversity, so that oil companies can be 
held accountable for any damage they 
cause;

4. Considers that the scope of the 
Environmental Liability Directive (ELD) 
should be extended so that the "polluter 
pays" principle and strict liability apply to
all damage caused to marine waters and 
biodiversity, so that oil and gas companies 
can be held accountable for any and all
environmental damage they cause, and 
can assume full liability, without any 
upper limit, for potential damage, secured 
by reserves held by the operators; 

Or. en

Compromise amendment 5
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 39, 40, 41, and 42

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Considers that oil and gas operators 
must be required, in the licensing 
procedure, to demonstrate they have 
sufficient insurance or other financial 
guarantees in place to secure restoration 
and compensation in relation to 
environmental damage caused – whether 
through industry mutual schemes, such as 
OPOL, or through mandatory insurances;

7. Considers that oil and gas operators 
must be required, in the licensing 
procedure and throughout the operational 
period and at all phases of offshore 
projects (exploratory, operational and 
decommissioning), to demonstrate that 
they have sufficient financial capacity in 
place to secure remediation in relation to 
environmental damage caused by the 
specific activities they carry out, including 
those caused by high impact, low 
probability incidents - whether through 
mandatory industry mutual schemes, or 
through mandatory insurance, or through a 
mixed scheme which guarantees financial 
security;

Or. en
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Compromise amendment 6
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 45 and 46

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Suggests that Member States adopt a set 
of measures to penalise negligence in the 
implementation of safety rules;

9. Suggests that, in addition to the 
withdrawal of the permit for installations 
as the most serious measure, Member 
States adopt further suitable measures to 
penalise negligence and non-compliance 
in the implementation of safety legislation 
and safety regulation, and order regular 
inspections based on uniform methods 
across the EU;

Or. en

Consolidated amendment 7
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, EFD
Consolidated amendment replacing Amendments 48, 49, 51 and 76

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10

Draft opinion Amendment

10. Calls for an extension of the 
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
directives to cover all offshore projects 
phases (exploratory, operational, and 
decommissioning) and calls for specific 
requirements for EIAs in case of drilling 
activities in deep water;

10. Calls for an extension of the 
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
directives to cover all offshore projects 
phases (exploratory and operational) and 
calls for specific requirements for EIAs in 
the case of deep water, complex wells and 
challenging drilling conditions, and 
transfer of oil/gas by underwater pipelines 
located on/under the seabed; considers, 
furthermore, that the Commission should 
ensure that EIAs for offshore projects 
approved by national authorities also 
cover the procedures operators must
follow during decommissioning; calls on 
the Commission to reassess the legal 
provisions on EIAs and lay down therein 
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that environmental impact assessment 
procedures must be entrusted to experts 
who are independent from the client;

Or. en

Consolidated amendment 8
ALDE, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Consolidated amendment replacing Amendments 55, 57, and 58

Draft opinion
Paragraph 11

Draft opinion Amendment

11. Calls on the Commission to re-examine
its proposal on Industrial major accidents: 
control of hazards involving dangerous 
substances (SEVESO III) in order to 
extend its scope to oil rigs;

11. Calls on the Commission to consider 
the case for extending the sound 
principles contained within its legislation 
to control onshore hazards (SEVESO II 
and III) to legislation aimed at offshore oil 
and gas activities; in the meantime, and in  
the event that the Commission does not 
propose such new specific legislation,
calls on the Commission to re-examine its 
proposal on Industrial major accidents: 
control of hazards involving dangerous 
substances (SEVESO III) in order to 
extend its scope to oil rigs and underwater 
pipelines located on/under the seabed to 
all phases of exploration for oil and gas 
reserves up until the decommissioning of 
the well;

Or. en

Compromise amendment 9
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 47, 64, 65, 66, 68, 70, 74 and 77

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 a and b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

13 a. Calls on the Commission to launch a 
debate on regulations in the areas of 
liability for environmental damage and 
financial guarantees that would also 
include third countries;
13 b. Welcomes the Commission's 
proposal for Member States to require 
companies headquartered in the EU to 
apply EU standards in all their operations 
worldwide; supports the Commission's 
will to intensify dialogue and cooperation 
with neighbouring countries on offshore 
safety aimed at setting new joint 
enforcement measures such as 
inspections of installations and to ensure 
equally robust safety standards in areas 
bordering EU waters; supports the 
Commission's idea to stimulate the 
creation of regional fora/initiatives and 
the development of networks of competent 
national authorities in the Mediterranean, 
Black and Baltic Seas and by building 
upon existing cooperation structures such 
as the Union for the Mediterranean;

Or. en

Compromise amendment 10
ALDE, EPP, S&D, ECR, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL, EFD
Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 28 and 53

Draft opinion
Paragraph 14 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

14 a. Advocates strict control, continued 
testing and assessment of the 
environmental impact of chemical 
dispersants (and on emergency response 
plans involving the use of chemical 
dispersants) both to ensure their
suitability in the event of a spill and to 



AM\870111EN.doc 9/9 PE467.079v01-00

EN

avoid public health and environmental 
implications; calls for the Commission to 
ensure more detailed research into the 
impacts of such chemicals through EU 
research programmes if necessary;

Or. en


