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IMPLEMENTATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 17 OCTOBER 2011

1. Situation of landfills in Greece (Theodoros Skylakakis)

The Commission has been following the implementation of the directive 91/ 156/EC on waste 
and especially the closure of the existing landfills in Greece. The deadline for ceasing the 
operation of these landfills is the end of June 2011 and the deadline for their restoration is 
June 2012. The Commission has stated that it will not hesitate to take the necessary actions, 
including submitting the case to the European Court of Justice and if necessary to demand 
financial penalties.

What is the status of the implementation in Greece right now? 
How many landfills have been closed up to now and how likely is it that all landfills will 
cease their operation by the end of June 2011? 

2. Implementation of the Waste Directive in Campania Region (Italy) (Oreste Rossi)

In light of the recent formal notice to Italy concerning the implementation of the ECJ C-
297/08 Judgement of 04/03/2010, can the Commission precisely describe which points of the 
recent drafts of the waste management plans submitted by the Campanian competent 
authorities do not comply in this Judgment?

3. Natura 2000 transparency (Karin Kadenbach) 

Austria is the only member state which has not made its Natura 2000-Data available online on 
the European Natura 2000-Viewer and in the EU-Natura 2000-Database. In the Commissions 
view does this represent a transgression to the directive 2003/4/EG on public access to
environmental information?

4. Natura 2000 designation (Karin Kadenbach)

The implementation of the Natura 2000 Network in Austria is not finished yet. According to 
the actualized list of “reserves” species and habitats of the European Topic Center for 
biological diversity from 2010, there is still need for Natura 2000 site designation for 5 
habitats in the alpine region and 10 habitats and 12 species in the continental one. The 
infringement procedure from the EC against Austria from 11.03.2008 was retracted in 
December 2009 because of lacking proofs. When will the EC start again with this 
infringement procedure?

5. Inadequate protection of Natura 2000 sites in Bulgaria (Chris Davies)
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In March this year I asked the Commission to explain what action it had taken to address 
breaches of the Birds and Habitats Directives in Bulgaria.

The Commission explained that there had been limited progress with site designations. 
However, after three years of information gathering and correspondence with the Bulgarian 
Government it was still trying to build a strong case to take to the ECJ in respect of ongoing 
damage to the Kaliakra Natura 2000 site, and inadequate designation and the systematic 
inadequate protection of Natura 2000 sites across Bulgaria. The Commission also stated that it 
had received new information in December 2010, and that it was planning to visit the sites 
affected in April of this year.

Can the Commission therefore please explain;

a) What deadline if any has it set for the full designation of the Kaliakra and Rila Natura 
2000 sites by the Bulgarian Government?

b) When will the Commission advance the infringement proceedings relating to inadequate 
protection of Natura 2000 sites to reasoned opinion?

c) Why it has not insisted that the Bulgarian Government extend the moratorium on wind 
energy projects to all Natura 2000 sites until procedures are in place to avoid further 
damage?


