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Deputy Michael McCarthy is a member of the Irish Government and the Irish Labour 
Party. He was elected to represent the constituency of Cork South-West in the 
national parliament (Dil Eireann) in 2011, having won back the Labour Party's seat in 
the area after 30 years. Prior to his election to parliament, Deputy McCarthy served as 
a Senator for nine years, where he was appointed spokesperson on marine issues. He 
was elected Chair of the Committee on the Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht in 
October 2012 and also serves on the Constitutional Convention, set up to review 
certain Irish constitutional matters.  

Recently  Deputy McCarthy made history when he brought a landmark Autism Bill 
before Dil Eireann which was unanimously accepted by the Government. The Bill is 
the first disability-specific piece of legislation ever introduced in the Irish State and 
aims to ensure a more unified care of autism services nationally.  
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Dr Janez Potočnik was born in 1958. He graduated with honours from the Faculty of 
Economics at the University of Ljubljana. He continued his studies at the same 
University where he did his Master's degree in 1989 and a Ph.D. degree in 1993. 

For several years (1989-1993), he worked as a researcher at the Institute of Economic 
Research in Ljubljana. In July 1994, he was appointed Director of the Institute of 
Macroeconomic Analysis and Development of the Republic of Slovenia. In April 
1998, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia appointed Dr Potočnik Head of 
Negotiating Team for Accession of the Republic of Slovenia to the European Union. 
From June 2000 to December 2000, he was also the acting director of Government 
Office for European Affairs. In June 2001, he was appointed a Minister Councillor at 
the Office of the Prime Minister. On January 24, 2002, the Government of the 
Republic of Slovenia appointed him for the Minister without portfolio responsible for 
European Affairs. 

From 1991 until 2004 Dr Potočnik has also been an assistant professor at the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Ljubljana, where he lectured on statistics and economy. 

Dr Potočnik became a Member of the European Commission on the May 1 2004. In 
his first mandate (2004 – 2009) he was responsible for the Science and Research. In 
February 2010 he started a second mandate as a Commissioner for Environment. 

In May 2008 he was awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Science by London 
Imperial College. In March 2009 he received the honorary degree from Ghent 
University (Belgium). 
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Jacqueline M. McGlade (born U.K.) is the current Executive Director of the European 
Environment Agency in Copenhagen, Denmark. Following this appointment, she took 
leave from her post as Professor of Environmental Informatics in the Department of 
Mathematics at University College London. 

Professor McGlade was appointed Executive Director to the European Environment 
Agency in 2003 for a five-year term. The appointment was renewed in May 2008 for 
a second term. 

At the EEA, Professor McGlade has introduced a fundamental shift in the thinking 
behind environmental reporting and indicator development towards a shared 
European spatial environmental information system. Such information system would 
bring together key aspects of national and international research outputs including 
those from the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) initiative. 

Under her leadership, the Agency is reinforcing its capability to produce integrated 
environmental assessments, analysing the state of Europe’s environment as a whole, 
and provide reliable projections. Professor McGlade has worked to strengthen the link 
between science and policy. She has not only pointed at the magnitude of climate 
change but also urged policymakers to start developing and applying adaptation 
measures. 

She is also a firm advocate of informing and involving the public in all aspects of the 
environment. To this end, she has been striving at strengthening the information and 
feedback channels between researchers, public and policymakers, and making 
environmental information understandable and accessible through technological 
media. 

In conjunction with her role at the EEA, she is playing an active role in promoting 
environmental issues in European and international fora, including various UN 
committees, European Agencies and Environment Protection Agencies networks, and 
as well as a number of research, institutional and non-governmental advisory 
committees. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_College_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Monitoring_for_Environment_and_Security
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency

