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Key questions for the debate 

General questions: 

Achieving better and timely implementation of EU environmental legislation and avoiding or 
reducing the incidence of environmental infringements are paramount to protect, preserve and 
improve the environment for present and future generations. 

Question 1: 

What has proven to be the most efficient way for implementing EU environmental legislation at 

national, regional and local level in your Member State? 

As experience has proven over the years, the most efficient way for implementation of EU 
environmental legislation is the enhancement of cooperation between the authorities, both 
regional and local involved in applying environmental legislation. In order to ensure proper 
implementation and enforcement of EU law, during the examination of any draft bill on 
environment protection, the Parliamentary Committee on the Environment ensures that a public 
dialogue is undertaken by inviting the interested parties before it to express their views on the bill 
at hand, in order to identify potential shortfalls and remedy them before the bill is adopted.   

Question 2: 

What is your feedback on the current EU framework on environmental inspections and what 
improvements would you propose at local, regional, national and also EU level? 

The current framework on environmental inspections presents significant drawbacks that need to 
be improved, if environmental inspections are to become more effective. The main drawbacks of 
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the current framework of environmental inspections concern the fact that these cover mainly 
industrial installations, thereby excluding other activities that are regulated by EU environment law, 
such as the maintenance/condition of nature conservation sites, the protection of water resources 
and other important fields of environment protection. Furthermore, disparities in the way that 
environmental inspections are carried out in different member states, create enforcement gaps 
from one member state to another. 

Question 3: 

Which steps could be taken at the European and national levels to ensure better enforcement of EU 
environmental law? 

Better enforcement of EU environmental law at the European and national level could take place 
through decentralisation of enforcement both at the European and at the national level. Delegation 
to regional and local players can contribute towards the minimization of the enforcement deficit 
and improve compliance. This is owing to the fact that in many EU member states and at the EU 
level, it is very difficult to monitor the correct enforcement of the whole ambit of EU environmental 
law from centralised structures. Therefore, regional and local authorities, who have direct control 
over their area of jurisdiction and are more readily accessible to the general public, are in a better 
position to effectively enforce EU environment law. At the same time, in order to prevent 
decentralisation from resulting in fragmentation, the enforcement structures could utilise 
technology to share information and coordinate their actions, create enforcement partnerships, 
minimize bureaucracy and promote voluntary adherence to EU environmental law through 
compliance assistance programmes. 

Implementing EU environment law is cost-effective. In times of austerity, the environment often 
takes second place to economic recovery. Studies show however that when factors such as health 
costs are taken into account, non-implementation actually costs more than implementation. 

Question 4: 

Does the EU have the means to fulfill its ambitions in the area of environment, in particular those 
related to a better implementation of legislation as set out in the 7th Environment Action 
Programme? 

With the austerity measures in place in a number of EU countries who have been hit harder by the 
economic crisis, it is doubtful whether the ambitions of the EU in the field of the environment as set 
out in the 7th Environment Action Programme will be fully met. Since the implementation of EU 
environment law carries with it considerable costs to each member state, better implementation of 
legislation in the said member states can only be effectively achieved through financial and/or 
technical and technological assistance from the EU. 

Question 5: 

How can the equal and effective application of EU environmental law be ensured in times of 
economic crisis? 

The equal and effective implementation of EU environmental law can be ensured in times of 
economic crisis through measures aimed at assisting states which have been most affected by the 
economic crisis. The assistance could take the form of financial and technological assistance in 
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implementing EU environment law and for the pursuit of projects aimed at protecting the 
environment. In this way, member states with weaker economies will be helped to cope with the 
implementation and enforcement of EU environment law despite any austerity measures in force.  

Specific questions 

Waste 

The EU Landfill Directive, which came into force on 16 July 2001, is intended to 
prevent or reduce the adverse effects of the landfill of waste on the environment and 
human health. It set out to raise landfilling standards, and to limit and to reduce the 
quantity and types of waste being landfilled. In particular, the Directive requires that 
Member States ensure that competent national authorities issue permits to operate the 
sites. It also requires that before waste is accepted as a landfill site, the holder or 
operator must be able to show that the waste can be accepted according to the permit 
conditions and the waste acceptance criteria set out in Annex II of the Directive. 
Member States also have to ensure that existing landfill sites do not continue to operate 
unless they comply with the provisions of the Directive as soon as possible.  

Question 6: 

How are the waste acceptance criteria of the Landfill Directive applied in your Member State and 
what is your experience with respect to the issuance of permits? 

The waste management sector in Cyprus has undergone significant changes in the last few years, 
with the aim of reducing the volume of waste that ends up in landfills for final disposal. Waste 
collection and recycling schemes have been set up for many streams of waste which would 
otherwise end up in landfills and these concern, among others, packaging waste, paper, electronic 
equipment, batteries and accumulators. The Waste Law of 2011, was enacted to replace the Solid 
and Hazardous Waste Law of 2002, in order to harmonise Cyprus legislation with Directive 
2008/98/EC. The waste acceptance criteria of the landfill Directive are embodied in the Ministerial 
order on the Designation of Criteria and Procedures of Acceptance of Waste in Landfills. The new 
Management Plan for Municipal Waste, of May 2012, identified several shortcomings in the waste 
acceptance criteria applied to municipal waste and suggested reforms which improve the disposal 
of municipal waste in Cyprus. 

Question 7: 

Among the different measures that have been taken in your Member State to reduce the 
landfilling of  municipal waste, which one(s) do you consider to be the most efficient? 

The most effective measures taken in Cyprus are those that aim to reduce the production of waste 
by households as well as those that aim at increasing waste diversion from the mixed waste stream. 
A pilot project involving the operation of a “pay as you throw” municipal waste system (PAYT) was 
adopted by the municipality of Aglantzia (greater Nicosia area), evaluated by the Life Project:  
“HEC PAYT: The Development of Pay as You Throw Systems” in Hellas, Estonia and Cyprus. The 
evaluation indicated that the creation of such projects on a larger scale in Cyprus is feasible. 
Furthermore, the planning and construction of municipal waste plants which, upon completion, will 
be processing and recycling municipal waste in order to reduce the amount of waste that ends up in 
landfills, constitutes a significant step in the right direction. 
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Water 

Water is a public good, a precondition for human, animal and plant life as well as an 
indispensable resource for the economy. Water also plays a fundamental role in the 
climate regulation cycle. Protection of water resources, of fresh and salt water 
ecosystems and of the water European citizens drink and bathe in is therefore one of 
the cornerstones of environmental protection in Europe. The stakes are high, the issues 
transcend national boundaries, and concerted action at the level of the EU is necessary 
to ensure effective protection.  

Question 8: 

What is the experience of your Member State when it comes to the coordination of water policy 
between different levels of government (regional, national and European) and its integration with 
other policy areas, such as agriculture and industry? 

The scarcity of water and the frequent droughts which plague the island have led to the 
implementation of a very effective policy for the protection of Cyprus’ scarce water resources. 
Cyprus’ accession to the EU in 2004 led to the further strengthening of the water policy and its 
further integration with other policy areas, such as agriculture and industry. The enactment of the 
Integrated Water Management Law of 2010 meant that all competences pertaining to the 
management of water, which until then were exercised by the District Administrations and the 
Town Planning and Housing Department, were transferred to the Water Development Department, 
thus promoting the sustainable use of water resources.  

Question 9: 

Does your Member State use the opportunities provided by the EU Structural Funds, the Cohesion 
Fund and the Rural Development Fund to invest in improving or renewing existing infrastructures 
and technologies in order to achieve greater efficiency in the use of water resources? 

Cyprus utilises the opportunities provided by the  EU Structural Funds, the Cohesion Fund and the 
Rural Development Fund to invest in the creation or renewing of infrastructures in order to achieve 
greater efficiency in the use of water resources. There is currently a number of relevant projects 
that are cofinanced by respective EU funds: The Cohesion Fund currently co-finances 4 sewerage 
system development projects and studies on the implementation of arts. 9, 11, 13, 14 and 15 of the 
Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC). Furthermore, the European Regional Development Fund 
cofinances the WATERinCORE Project. 

Nature protection 

The EU is committed to the protection of biodiversity, and to halting biodiversity loss 
within the EU by 2020. Over the last 25 years the EU has built up a vast network of 
more than 26.000 protected areas in all the Member States. Known as Natura 2000, it is 
the largest network of protected areas in the world.  The legal basis for Natura 2000 
comes from the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, which form the backbone of 
the EU's internal biodiversity policy. Annexes to the Habitats Directive contain the 
types of habitats and species whose conservation requires the designation of Special 
Areas of Conservation. These areas are designated in three stages. Following the 
criteria set out in the annexes, each Member State must draw up a list of sites hosting 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/intro/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
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natural habitats and wild fauna and flora. On the basis of the national lists and by 
agreement with the Member States, the Commission will then adopt a list of Sites of 
Community Importance for each of the nine EU biogeographical regions1. No later 
than six years after the selection of a Site of Community Importance, the Member State 
concerned must designate it as a Special Area of Conservation. 

Question 10: 

What are the priorities for nature conservation for your Member State for the period 2014-2020? 

Nature conservation and protection of biodiversity, constitute very important objectives in the 
National Strategy for Sustainable Development. Among the main priorities of the strategy is the 
protection and sustainable management and development of habitats and local flora and fauna, the 
extension and effective management of the Natura 2000 network, as well as the Ramsar sites, the 
implementation of the Akamas Management Plan and its inclusion in the Natura 2000 network and 
the integration of the principles of biodiversity and sustainability in sectoral policies and 
programmes. 

Question 11: 

With regards to the effective management and restoration of sites in the Natura 2000 network, does 
your Member State cope with the six-year deadline for the designation of Special Areas of 
Conservation under the Habitats Directive? 

In general, Cyprus copes with this deadline, but, in some cases, the designation of SACs can be 
plagued by delays owing to long negotiations with landowners whose properties are affected by the 
designation of an SAC.  

Question 12: 

What is the experience of your Member State when it comes to the integration of nature protection 
with other policies? In particular, what opportunities are available for integrating the species 
conservation needs into the different measures of the Common Agricultural Policy? 

The integration of nature protection in other policies is one of the objectives of the National 
Strategy for Sustainable Development. The Rural Development Programme of 2007-2013 aims at 
the promotion of the expansion and improvement of production, modernization of agricultural 
units and the creation of sustainable farms with more modern pursuits, such as improving the 
quality and safety of food, the protection of the environment and landscape and the quality of life 
in rural areas. One of the measures promoted under this programme concerns the reinforcement of 
biodiversity in Natura 2000 areas, which is of a transitional character, until the management plans 
of the said areas are approved. The aims and targets are preservation and promotion of sustainable 
farming systems, protection and enhancement of biodiversity in these areas, preservation of the 
natural environment, as well as support to maintain farming activities in these areas. Under the 
same programme, support is provided for the conservation of natural habitats and wildlife. In 

particular, the aims and targets of the measure concern the preservation of habitats necessary for 
the reproduction of wild fauna and the provision of the necessary biomass for the feeding of wild 

                                                        
1 The Alpine region, the Atlantic region, the Black Sea region, the Boreal region, the Continental region, the Macronesian 
region, the Mediterranean region, the Pannonian region and the Steppic region. 
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birds and mammals. Actions implemented concern the annual sowing of indigenous mixtures of 
seeds within agricultural holdings to ensure  appropriate feeding and breeding conditions for 
wildlife species in agricultural areas, the prohibition of harvesting or commercial exploitation of part 
of the holding. 


