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1. Composition and objectives of the delegation
In view of Iceland´s application for membership of the European Union, the principal objectives 
of the delegation were to examine progress in the implementation of the acquis in the areas of 
environment, public health and food safety and the state of play as regards preparation for 
accession negotiations in these areas. 
The delegation consisted of three Members. It was chaired by Mr Richard Seeber (Austria, EPP)
and also included Mr Gaston Franco (France, EPP), and Mr José Manuel Fernandes (Portugal, 
EPP). 

The delegation was accompanied by Ms Tina Ohliger and Ms Isobel Findlay from the 
Environment Committee secretariat. The Group agent accompanying Members was Ms 
Amarylli Gersony (EPP).
A written briefing note on the key environmental, public health and food safety issues was 
provided by the policy department. 

2. Meetings and visits
The delegation met Mr Timo Summa, Head of the EU delegation to Iceland, who gave a 
briefing on the political and economic situation in Iceland and the EU accession process. The 
European Council at its Summit on 17-18 June 2010 will decide whether to confer "candidate" 
status on Iceland and therefore whether formal accession negotiations can thereafter begin. 
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Given Iceland's existing membership of the EEA, a significant part of the acquis as regards 
environment, public health and food safety is already implemented. However, Mr Summa drew 
the delegation's attention to potentially challenging issues in any accession negotiations, 
including fisheries and whaling. 
The delegation also held a meeting with the Minister for the Environment, Mrs Svandís 
Svavarsdóttir. The Minister explained that as a result of the EEA Agreement, Iceland already 
applies 75% of the environment acquis. A notable exclusion is nature protection legislation and 
principally the Birds and Habitats Directives. However, the Minister explained that the existing 
Icelandic legislation is closely related to the legislation of the Nordic countries, including 
Denmark and Sweden. The Minister has also appointed a Committee to review the existing 
legislation in this area and to report with recommendations, regardless of whether Iceland
eventually becomes an EU Member State. 
The discussion centred on the implementation of the Water Framework Directive, waste and 
urban waste water treatment legislation and reforestation strategies (only 1% of Iceland is 
currently forested), climate change and renewable energy. 

The delegation also attended a working lunch with Members of the Icelandic Parliament, 
Alþingi, including the Chair of the Environment Committee (Mrs Ólína Þorvarðardóttir).

The delegation then attended informative briefings at the Ministry of Fisheries as regards 
Iceland's fisheries policy and the practice of whaling. 

Around 80% of Iceland's energy comes from renewable sources, including hydro and 
geothermal energy. Against this background the delegation visited the Nesjavellir Geothermal 
energy plant which provides electricity to 58% of Iceland's population and services 53% of the 
sewerage system. 

The delegation were also able to visit the area surrounding the Eyjafjallajökull volcano and met 
with Civil Protection officials to discuss the operation of the emergency and evacuation 
arrangements which were put in place to deal with the eruption. They also visited local farms 
and saw first hand the effects of the ash fall on the surrounding communities.  

The delegation were accompanied by Mrs Ranheiður Elfa Þorsteinsdóttir, Director of the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs, and Mr Harald Aspelund, Director 
EU Accession and chairperson of the negotiation team for among others environmental policy, 
both from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

3. Conclusions
The delegation were warmly received by their Icelandic hosts and enjoyed a number of very 
interesting and informative meetings and visits. The delegation would conclude that in many 
respects Iceland is rather advanced as regards compliance with the acquis in the areas of 
environment, public health and food safety. Indeed EU Members could learn much from 
Iceland's practice in certain areas, in particular as regards its use and exploitation of renewable 
energy sources. 

There are nevertheless a number of key challenges in any accession negotiations, in particular in 
the area of fisheries and the continued practice of whaling in Iceland. 
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4. PROGRAMME 

25 May 2010, Tuesday

(Brussels-Copenhagen: 10:40 - 12:10 (SAS, SK 594)
Copenhagen - Reykjavík: 14:00 - 15:10 (Iceland Air, FI 205))

 Arrival at Reykjavík airport and travel with flybus shuttle (http://www.re.is/Flybus// ) to

Hotel RadissonBlu1919 (http://www.radissonblu.com/1919hotel-reykjavik)
Posthusstraeti 2
Reykjavik, 101, Iceland
Telephone +354 599 1000, Fax +354 599 1001

17:30    Briefing on Iceland by Head of EU Delegation, Ambassador Timo Summa
(Hotel RadissonBlu1919, room Goðafoss) 

19:00 Working dinner (Hotel restaurant) with 

- Ragnheiður Elfa Þorsteinsdóttir, Director of the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Affairs, Foreign Ministry

- Kristín Vala Ragnasdóttir, Dean of School, school of engineering and natural sciences, 
University of Iceland

26 May 2010, Wednesday

Guide: Oddur Sigurðsson, geologist

08:30  Departure from hotel via Mosfellsheiði to Nesjavellir Geothermal Power Plant  

Guided tour with experts and discussion on the use of renewable energy sources in 
Iceland 

09:45  Drive along the western shores of Lake Þingvallavatn to Þingvellir National  Park, the
ancient site of the Icelandic assembly (founded in 930)

Guided walk at the assembly site and discussion on application of nature protection 
legislation. 

11:15  Drive to Gullfoss along the eastern shores of Lake Þingvallavatn, past Sog Hydropower 
Plant , with stops at Gullfoss waterfall and Geysir and box lunch at Kerið crater 

14: 45 Departure for Hvolsvöllur - the closest town to Eyjafjallajökull volcano

15: 45 Visit to the rural farming regions now trying to cope with the ash fall from the volcano; 
Guided tour with experts and discussion with local representatives
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Meeting with a representative of the Civil Protection unit of Rangárþing eystra
municipality in Hvolsvöllur presenting their emergency and evacuation scheme
Visit of a farm 8km south of Eyjafjallajökull volcano which was affected by ash fall and 
flooding and discussion with the farmer

18:30 Departure for Reykjavík  

20:00   Dinner en route at Fjöruborðið restaurant.

27 May 2010, Thursday

8:15 Departure from hotel

9:00 Whale-watching (with expert on whaling issue from the Ministry of Fisheries and 
Agriculture)

12:30 Visit to the Icelandic National Parliament, Alþingi. Working lunch and joint meeting 
with Members of the Environmental Committee, Health Committee and Fisheries and 
Agriculture Committee (responsible for Food Safety) of the Alþingi
Discussion on topics of mutual interest

15:00 Meeting with officials and scientists of the Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture

Introduction to Icelandic fisheries and briefing on sustainable utilisation of living 
marine resources and whaling

16:30 Meeting with the Minister of Environment, Svandís Svavarsdóttir. 

Discussion in particular on the application of the acquis as regards water and flooding 
issues including the Water Framework Directive, nature protection, forestry, soil 
conservation and waste.

Dinner

28 May 2010, Friday

 Return to Brussels (or else)

Reykjavík - Copenhagen:  08:15 - 13:15 (Iceland Air, FI 206)
Copenhagen - Brussels: 15:10 - 16:40 (SAS, SK1593)


