
 
 

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
 
The European Parliament recognises that it has a duty to make a positive contribution to sustainable 
development as a long-term goal, not only through its political role and its role in legislative 
procedures, but also in the context of how it operates and the decisions that it has to take on a day-to-
day basis.  
 
The European Parliament has therefore decided that its Administration will embark on the path of 
applying the EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit Scheme) standard, with the aim of continually 
improving its environmental results with regard to activities, products and services.  
 
In doing so the European Parliament hereby undertakes to: 
 
 reduce carbon dioxide emissions  

 promote the efficient use of energy, water and paper 

 introduce best practices with regard to waste management 

 incorporate environmental guidelines into procurement procedures 

 encourage responsible and appropriate behaviour by training, providing information and 
increasing the awareness of all its staff, Members and their assistants about those aspects of their 
activities relating to the environment 

 take preventive measures to counter pollution 

 ensure compliance with requirements laid down by environmental legislation and regulations  

 ensure that everyone within Parliament is committed to EMAS and to the measures to improve the 
environment which it entails 

 provide sufficient resources for its environmental management system and activities relating 
thereto   

 promote transparent communication and dialogue with interested parties, both internally and 
externally. 

 
The European Parliament undertakes to describe, implement and pursue its environmental policy, to 
communicate it to its Members, its staff, its contractors and any other interested parties and also to 
make it accessible to the public.   
 
The European Parliament's environmental policy is implemented through its environmental 
management system. The environmental policy and the environmental management system cover the 
main environmental aspects, both directly and indirectly, as well as their impact on the sites concerned, 
and make it possible to establish corresponding objectives. 
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