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Key questions for the debate 
 
 
 

 
General questions: 
 
Achieving better and timely implementation of EU environmental legislation and 
avoiding or reducing the incidence of environmental infringements are paramount 
to protect, preserve and improve the environment for present and future 
generations. 
 
Question 1: 
What has proven to be the most efficient way for implementing EU environmental 
legislation at national, regional and local level in your Member State?  
 
Question 2: 
What is your feedback on the current EU framework on environmental inspections and 
what improvements would you propose at local, regional, national and also EU level?   
 
Question 3: 
Which steps could be taken at the European and national levels to ensure better 
enforcement of EU environmental law?  
 
 
Implementing EU environment law is cost-effective. In times of austerity, the 
environment often takes second place to economic recovery. Studies show however 
that when factors such as health costs are taken into account, non-implementation 
actually costs more than implementation. 
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Question 4: 
Does the EU have the means to fulfil its ambitions in the area of environment, in 
particular those related to a better implementation of legislation as set out in the 7th 
Environment Action Programme? 
 
Question 5: 
How can the equal and effective application of EU environmental law be ensured in 
times of economic crisis?  
 
 
Specific questions 
 
Waste 

The EU Landfill Directive, which came into force on 16 July 2001, is intended to 
prevent or reduce the adverse effects of the landfill of waste on the environment and 
human health. It set out to raise landfilling standards, and to limit and to reduce the 
quantity and types of waste being landfilled. In particular, the Directive requires 
that Member States ensure that competent national authorities issue permits to 
operate the sites. It also requires that before waste is accepted as a landfill site, the 
holder or operator must be able to show that the waste can be accepted according to 
the permit conditions and the waste acceptance criteria set out in Annex II of the 
Directive. Member States also have to ensure that existing landfill sites do not 
continue to operate unless they comply with the provisions of the Directive as soon 
as possible.  

 
Question 6: 
How are the waste acceptance criteria of the Landfill Directive applied in your Member 
State and what is your experience with respect to the issuance of permits? 
 
 
Question 7: 
Among the different measures that have been taken in your Member State to reduce the 
landfilling of  municipal waste, which one(s) do you consider to be the most efficient? 
 
 
Water 

Water is a public good, a precondition for human, animal and plant life as well as 
an indispensable resource for the economy. Water also plays a fundamental role in 
the climate regulation cycle. Protection of water resources, of fresh and salt water 
ecosystems and of the water European citizens drink and bathe in is therefore one 
of the cornerstones of environmental protection in Europe. The stakes are high, the 
issues transcend national boundaries, and concerted action at the level of the EU is 
necessary to ensure effective protection.  

 
Question 8: 
What is the experience of your Member State when it comes to the coordination of water 
policy between different levels of government (regional, national and European) and its 
integration with other policy areas, such as agriculture and industry?  
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Question 9: 
Does your Member State use the opportunities provided by the EU Structural Funds, the 
Cohesion Fund and the Rural Development Fund to invest in improving or renewing 
existing infrastructures and technologies in order to achieve greater efficiency in the use 
of water resources? 
 
 
Nature protection 

The EU is committed to the protection of biodiversity, and to halting biodiversity 
loss within the EU by 2020. Over the last 25 years the EU has built up a vast 
network of more than 26.000 protected areas in all the Member States. Known as 
Natura 2000, it is the largest network of protected areas in the world.  The legal 
basis for Natura 2000 comes from the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, 
which form the backbone of the EU's internal biodiversity policy. Annexes to the 
Habitats Directive contain the types of habitats and species whose conservation 
requires the designation of Special Areas of Conservation. These areas are 
designated in three stages. Following the criteria set out in the annexes, each 
Member State must draw up a list of sites hosting natural habitats and wild fauna 
and flora. On the basis of the national lists and by agreement with the Member 
States, the Commission will then adopt a list of Sites of Community Importance for 
each of the nine EU biogeographical regions1. No later than six years after the 
selection of a Site of Community Importance, the Member State concerned must 
designate it as a Special Area of Conservation. 

 
Question 10: 
What are the priorities for nature conservation for your Member State for the period 
2014-2020? 
 
Question 11: 
With regards to the effective management and restoration of sites in the Natura 2000 
network, does your Member State cope with the six-year deadline for the designation of 
Special Areas of Conservation under the Habitats Directive? 
 
Question 12: 
What is the experience of your Member State when it comes to the integration of nature 
protection with other policies? In particular, what opportunities are available for 
integrating the species conservation needs into the different measures of the Common 
Agricultural Policy? 

                                                 
1 The Alpine region, the Atlantic region, the Black Sea region, the Boreal region, the Continental region, the 
Macronesian region, the Mediterranean region, the Pannonian region and the Steppic region. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/intro/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm

