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SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the internalisation into transport prices of the external costs of transport 
(local emissions, CO2 emissions, habitat fragmentation, and health costs) in a fair, non-
discriminatory way across the transport modes would lead to an environmentally friendly 
choice of transport mode.

2. Draws attention to the predicted trend towards an increasing degree of urbanisation of our 
society, hence the increasing importance of spatial planning and attractive mass transport 
systems, especially with regard to urban transport, 

3. Considers compliance with air quality norms as laid down in EU legislation as crucial 
given the increase in respiratory and other diseases related to air pollution mainly resulting 
from transport. Favours, in particular in urban contexts, low emission zones and traffic 
calming measures which provide an incentive for walking and cycling.

4. Points out that noise reduction should get more attention since several different effects 
thereof have been noticed on human health and quality of life.

5. Recognises the fact that road transport has brought down considerably its emissions of 
particulate matter (PM 10), acidifying substances and ozone precursors, but is still worried 
about its level of nitrogen oxides and of fine particulates (Term report 20081, fig. 5.1) . Is 
however particularly disappointed about its CO2 emissions, which in the period from 1990 
- 2006 increased by 28 %, compared to a reduction of 3 % in the other sectors. Calls for 
freight traffic to be gradually transferred off the roads and onto rail. 

6. Is concerned about the expected emissions of SOx and NOx from maritime transport 
which will be approximately equivalent to land-based transport by 2020, and the failed 
attempt by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) to put in place a CO2 emission 
reduction system. Demands therefore the inclusion of maritime transport in the European 
Emission Trading Scheme.

7. Considers Research and Development (R&D) to be key factor in our search for a 
sustainable future for transport because only a radical technological switch can bring 
about the much-needed emission reductions and the transition to low carbon transport. 
Urges the Commission and the Member States to identify the drivers for and barriers to 
possible innovation resulting from R&D and to prioritise investment in environmentally 
friendly infrastructure. 

8. Encourages the Commission to continue its exchange of best practices, for instance in the 
framework of the CIVITAS initiative which offers cities the opportunity to learn from 
each others' practices.

                                               
1 "Transport at a crossroads. TERM 2008: indicators tracking transport and environment in the European 
Union" - EEA Report No 3/2009.


