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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses, with reference to the Preamble to the WTO Agreement and Article XX (b) and 
(g) of the GATT, that international trade must not result in the over-exploitation of natural 
resources, and calls on the Commission and Member States to do more to apply the 
principle of collective preference under the auspices of the WTO, particularly with as 
regards sustainable, climate-friendly and ethically sound products;

2. Calls on the Commission and WTO members to seek to secure an opinion from the WTO 
acknowledging the significance and impact of climate change and encourage the WTO to 
pursue the objective of ensuring that WTO rules do not undermine but promote global 
efforts to combat, reduce and adapt to climate change;

3. Calls on the Commission and Member States, in connection with WTO negotiations and 
bilateral trade agreements, to insist that the liberalisation of trade, particularly in natural 
raw materials, does not jeopardise sustainable resource management and that objectives 
relating to climate protection and the conservation of species become an integral part of 
the agreements; calls on the Commission, to this end, to urge that a joint meeting of WTO 
trade and environment ministers be held before the UNFCCC COP in Johannesburg in 
2011;

4. Considers that the EU, as the largest trading bloc in the world, can set worldwide 
standards, and supports the development and more widespread use of certification and 
labelling schemes which take account of social and ecological criteria; notes the 
successful work done by international NGOs to develop and promote such labels and 
certificates and expressly advocates their wider use;

5. Hopes that the EU will set a good example, by removing obstacles such as tariffs and 
levies, to trade in 'green' technologies and environmentally sound and climate-friendly 
products and promoting 'environmental goods and services' (EGS), including on the basis 
of the Bali Action Plan and the Copenhagen Green Climate Fund;

6. Calls for the conclusion of an internationally binding agreement on climate protection and 
strongly supports the objective of a 30% reduction in CO2 emissions in the EU by 2020, 
irrespective of international negotiations, and the long-term EU objective of reducing 
emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases by at least 85% by 2050;

7. Is convinced that measures to combat climate change must be based on the principle of 
solidarity between industrialised and developing countries; calls, therefore, for an overall 
strategy for taxation of energy and greenhouse gas emissions to be devised jointly with 
developing countries, emerging countries and industrialised countries in order, on the one 
hand, to prevent an exodus by businesses (carbon leakage) and, on the other hand, to 
generate funding for measures to combat and adjust to climate change;
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8. Observes that CO2 emissions caused by international trade can be substantially reduced, 
for example by selecting the means of transport to be used in the light of criteria relating 
to efficiency and the environment; calls for the transport and environmental costs which 
are generated to be incorporated into the prices of products (internalisation of external 
costs), particularly by including shipping, which accounts for 90% of the transport used in 
international trade, in the European Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS);

9. Opposes subsidies for fossil fuels and calls for greater support for environmentally sound 
renewable energies and identification and development of decentralised energy sources, 
particularly in developing countries;

10. Advocates that genuine, binding sustainability criteria and standards be developed for the 
production of biofuels and biomass which take account, first and foremost, of the emission 
of climate-changing gases due to indirect land use change (ILUC); stresses that 
safeguarding food supplies must take priority over the production of biofuels.


