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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that food security is essential to the European Union and that continuous efforts 
are needed to guarantee it at Community and world level;

2. Is deeply concerned at the effects of the recent economic and financial crisis, which, 
despite shrinking financial resources in all economic sectors, should not result in reduced 
vigilance over the safety of food products; calls on the Commission to strengthen existing
programmes to guarantee food safety in the Member States;

3. Stresses that food products must be affordable for consumers, condemns the agreements 
entered into by large-scale retailers and calls for measures to be taken to end such 
practices and ensure transparency in the way in which final consumer prices for food 
products are formed;

4. Is dismayed at the conclusions of the 2010 United Nations Summit on the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG), showing that emerging countries have scant capacity to fulfil 
the commitments they gave in 2000 as regards meeting the development goals;

5. Commends the initiative taken by the World Bank at the 2010 United Nations Summit on  
the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) to increase its support for the agricultural 
sector, so as to boost incomes, employment and food security in low-income areas; 

6. Calls for food safety controls in the Union to be improved and strengthened and endorses 
the conclusions of the report from the Commission to the European Parliament and to the 
Council on the overall operation of official controls in the Member States on food safety, 
animal health and animal welfare and plant health (COM(2010)0441), which calls for 
consideration to be given to implementing a series of measures, in close cooperation with 
the Member States, to make the compiling, analysis and presentation of information on 
controls more efficient and comprehensive, so as to enable the national authorities and the 
Commission to give EU citizens every assurance that control systems are effective;

7. Given the expected increase in global food demand and the consequent pressure on natural 
resources, stresses the need to balance the requirements of food security with those of 
biodiversity conservation; notes that measures to address the urgent nature of 
environmental problems such as soil degradation, biodiversity loss, etc. are essential for 
maintaining the EU’s long-term agricultural productivity and food security.


