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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that innovation, in all fields of knowledge and of economic and social activity, 
must be guided by the criteria of public interest, improvement of quality of life, promotion 
of social wellbeing and preservation of the environment and the balance of nature;

2. Stresses that the concept of innovation is multidimensional in nature and embraces not 
only scientific research and experimental and technological development (which is 
innovation's cornerstone), but also the development of new processes, methodologies and 
organisational and behavioural models;

3. Emphasises that the areas of the environment, public health and food safety are among 
those most in need of an enhanced innovation effort involving a reinforcement of the 
existing scientific and technological base; stresses that the EU's future research and 
innovation programmes will need to take those areas into account in appropriate fashion 
and in ways proportionate to the enormous challenges that face us; 

4. Suggests as examples of priority fields on which greater efforts should be targeted in the 
context of developing capacities in science, technology and innovation (STI)): efficient 
resource use; resource scarcity; exploitation and disposal of waste; climate change; the 
preservation of nature and biodiversity; food quality and safety; demographic change; and 
new epidemics; 

5. Believes that investment in developing and reinforcing STI capacities is not merely a 
means of acting on innovative ideas that can be converted into products and services to be 
launched on the market, but also a necessary means of response to a number of the 
problems and challenges now confronting humanity; 

6. Insists that innovation must be a key component of public policy in such fields as the 
environment, water, energy, transport, telecommunications, health and education; stresses 
the need to promote the across-the-board dissemination and absorption of innovation, in 
the public sector, in private firms and especially SMEs, and in the social economy;

7. Considers that a greater emphasis on innovation policy represents an opportunity for the 
modernisation and reinforcement of public services in both existing and emerging fields, 
in a whole range of areas of economic and social life, thus boosting quality and efficiency, 
job creation, the fight against poverty and social exclusion, and economic, social and 
territorial cohesion;

8. Recalls that in areas including the environment, public health and food safety, public 
R & D institutions have an irreplaceable role to play in aiding the definition of sectoral 
public policies, in evaluating, minimising and administering public risks, and in 
certification, standardisation and regulation, among other tasks of crucial importance 
which need to be recognised and safeguarded; 
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9. Notes the conclusions of the European Innovation Panel of 2009 to the effect that the 
economic and financial crisis is having disproportionate effects in different countries and 
regions which are undermining the convergence objective; is concerned that the current 
budgetary constraints imposed on the Member States may lead to greater restrictions on 
STI investment, with potentially damaging effects; agrees that the 'Innovation Union' 
initiative should involve all Member States and regions and that it is essential to avoid 
creating an 'innovation divide' between more and less innovative countries and regions; 

10. Considers that closer coordination of STI efforts should not imply disinvestment or 
underinvestment as regards the scientific capacity of certain Member States or regions to 
the detriment of others; believes that, rather, it should entail investment in developing a 
sound and consistent STI base in the different countries and regions, in line with their 
characteristics and levels of development, with a view to promoting beneficial synergies 
and fruitful cooperation; 

11. Emphasises the crucial role of the Structural Funds in promoting STI investment; believes 
that the European Social Fund and the European Regional Development Fund have a 
central role to play in, respectively, the training of and transmission of skills to workers in 
the area of innovation and the funding of regional innovation strategies liable to impact 
positively in terms of territorial policy, improvement of living conditions, the promotion 
of social justice and wellbeing and the preservation of the environment; stresses the need 
to reinforce cohesion policy and its objectives, with innovation as one of the lynchpins, in 
the framework of the financial perspective post-2013;

12. Stresses that the existence of sound and effective STI systems cannot be separated from 
the presence in all Member States of high-quality, inclusive public education systems 
capable of promoting access for all on a non-discriminatory basis to the highest 
educational levels; advocates special attention to the areas of science and engineering, the 
environment and health; emphasises that in some of those fields and in some Member 
States years of disinvestment or underinvestment have resulted in a severe lack of 
specialised personnel, including technicians and researchers, and that this trend needs to 
be reversed; 

13. Considers that the advance of knowledge and its multiple applications do not eliminate the 
need for an open and participatory evaluation of the ethical, social and political 
implications of those applications; draws attention to the need to promote and disseminate 
scientific culture among the general public; 

14. Believes that scientific and technological development and innovation need to be taken 
into account in the definition of development aid and cooperation policies; stresses that, in 
addition to simply exporting technology, the EU will need to develop genuine forms of 
cooperation which promote the incorporation of local knowledge and empowerment and 
consolidation in the sense of finding solutions for the specific problems of developing 
countries.


