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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate 
the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that the Commission regards public procurement as an important 
component in achieving the targets of the EU 2020 Strategy;

2. Stresses that taking greater account of the environment in public procurement creates 
much potential for savings, since it means taking greater account of the life-cycle cost;

3. Welcomes the widespread desire of local, regional and national operators to award 
contracts that support sustainable development; notes that there is much evidence to show 
that the directive and its implementation are making this more difficult;

4. Advocates that environmental considerations should be included in all public procurement 
contracts; stresses that the Public Procurement Directive should be amended to make it 
clearer that it is both desirable and possible for public operators to impose environmental 
conditions and take account of environmental impact when awarding contracts; 

5. Prefers to encourage and facilitate sustainable procurement by public operators rather than 
setting mandatory quotas for it in smaller-scale contracts;  considers, however, that 
mandatory quotas should apply to larger-scale contracts; still considers that the greatest 
obstacle to more environmentally friendly public procurement is not so much lack of 
willingness as unclear and inflexible legislation; 

6. Maintains that the directive should be amended to make it clearer that it is both possible 
and desirable to take account of the environmental impact of the subject of the contract 
throughout its entire life cycle, including the whole production process and its conditions;  

7. Considers that the ‘lowest price’ award criterion should only be used if it can be justified 
on the grounds that environmental requirements are irrelevant to this specific case or that 
strict environmental conditions have been imposed in the technical specifications; 

8. Notes in particular the need to clarify that it is possible to impose environmental and 
animal protection conditions which are stricter than the common EU rules; 

9. Maintains that increased use of the negotiated procedure would promote both innovations 
and sustainable solutions;

10. Stresses how important it is for the Member States and the Commission to promote the 
development of international climate and environmental standards based on life-cycle 
thinking, thus both facilitating environmentally friendly procurement for the public sector 
and making it easier for businesses to compete for contracts in different countries; 

11. Stresses the link between environmentally friendly procurement and the promotion of 
innovations; stresses that this is even clearer when one combines environmental 
conditions in technical specifications with giving higher scores at the award stage to 
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tenders which meet certain cutting-edge environmental conditions; 

12. Acknowledges that it may be hard to calculate the climate footprint of a product or 
service, e.g. in the case of food; considers that it should be expressly permitted to require 
that the transport of food to the purchaser must not give rise to more than a certain number 
of grams of CO2 emissions; considers that the requirement of using taxpayers’ money 
effectively, together with other requirements and rules which guide public procurement, 
will deter elected representatives from imposing such conditions when there is no 
justification for doing so. 


