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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that a sustainable and environmentally friendly transport network is the nervous 
system of the European economy which should be given the necessary incentives for a 
transition to non-fossil fuel propulsion where possible; 

2. Is aware that CO2 emissions, as well as emissions of CO, NOx, VOC and SO4, have a 
strong influence on air quality, first and foremost in urban areas, and hence on human 
health in the form of lung diseases and different forms of cancer;

3. Considers that, due to the oil dependence of transport, alternative and renewable energies 
are likely to become more important once the appropriate infrastructure is in place; notes, 
however, that we could already save energy and fuel today by eco-driving and that fuel 
saving techniques should also be developed and promoted in other modes – for example 
continuous descent for aircrafts;

4. Takes note of the fact that in the recent past improvements in emissions from fossil fuel 
propelled means of transport have always been offset by higher demand, resulting in 
congestion and in air pollution still exceeding the legal limits; hence insists on a switch to 
a different technology or the best possible fossil fuel technology and accordingly supports 
research carried out with or without the financial support of the EU aiming at accelerating 
the introduction of eco-innovations and new technologies in transport;

5. Insists that, where these incentives do not work on a market basis, the Commission and 
Member States should have the courage to intervene;

6. Takes note of the fact that several regions in the EU with unmet transport needs still have 
to ‘catch up’ and will still show a big growth in transport once the infrastructure has been 
finalised and the economy is picking up; considers for this reason that it is also important 
to focus future actions on the elimination of disparities in infrastructure development 
between various European regions/countries;

7. Calls on the European Commission to support, promote and provide financial support for 
the Europe-wide rolling highway network;

8. Recommends that the Commission continue to support and, if appropriate, initiate with 
Member States campaigns to create awareness of environmentally friendly transport 
alternatives, especially in sensitive urban areas where air quality and noise are a threat to 
human health;

9. Considers that the Single European Sky and SESAR show how fuel consumption can be 
reduced by +/- 10% in addition to the launch of new, fuel efficient and relatively silent 
aircraft;



PE472.029v01-00 4/4 PA\876128EN.doc

EN

10. Is aware that a massive switch to new technology in the transport sector takes some time, 
and that actions within this process should take into account the diverse situations of 
individual Member States, but in the mean time encourages eco-innovation and the 
rational use of fossil fuel, which at this moment is still the easiest way to curb transport 
emissions;

11. Insists on the correct implementation of social legislation in all transport modes including 
working time regulations, to the benefit of the safety and health of transport workers.


