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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s report on the impact of Regulation (EC) No 1/2005, which
concludes that the Regulation has had beneficial effects as regards the welfare of animals 
during transport, but that severe animal welfare problems persist1; regrets that this report 
ignores preamble 5 of the Regulation, which states that ‘for reasons of animal welfare the 
transport of animals over long journeys should be limited as far as possible’;

2. Regrets the fact that the report ignores the EFSA recommendation on developing
strategies to reduce the volume of transport and the long-distance transport of animals for 
slaughter and cut journey times, in order to diminish the risk of transport-associated 
disease outbreaks2;

3. Considers that reducing the volume of transport by transporting carcasses instead of live 
animals would have a positive impact on the environment, reducing pollution, improving 
the carbon footprint of the transport sector, and encouraging the development of local 
production and consumption;

4. Notes that the provisions in the Regulation on transport time, resting time and space 
allowance are not based on a scientific opinion of SCAHAW or EFSA, but have been 
taken from the previous directive3; notes with regret that, despite clear conclusions from 
EFSA, parts of the Regulation are not in line with current scientific knowledge, especially 
as regards transport of horses, space allowance and internal height of compartments, and 
that the report is not accompanied by any proposal;

5. Recalls that Article 32 of the Regulation states that the Commission report shall take into 
account ‘scientific evidence on the welfare needs of animals’, and may be accompanied if 
necessary by appropriate legislative proposals concerning long journeys; calls on the 
Commission and the Council, therefore, to review Regulation 1/2005 in order to establish 
a maximum 8-hour limit for the journeys of animals transported for the purpose of being 
slaughtered;

 6. Considers that the reports submitted yearly by the Member States are essential for 
understanding the impact of the legislation and taking appropriate corrective action; calls 
on the Commission to adopt measures on controls and a more harmonised reporting 
structure by 1 January 2013;

7. Urges the Commission to take measures in order to increase cooperation and 

                                               
1 Report from the Commission to Parliament and the Council on the impact of Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 
on the protection of animals during transport, COM(2011) 700, p.9
2 EFSA Scientific Opinion Concerning the Welfare of Animals during Transport, EFSA Journal 2011, 9(1), 1966, 
p. 86
3 Council Directive 91/628/EEC of 19 November 1991 on the protection of animals during transport and amending 
Directives 90/425/EEC and 91/496/EEC; OJ L 340, 11.12.1991, p. 17.
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communication between competent authorities of different Member States; calls on the 
Commission to increase the number of FVO inspections focused on animal welfare and 
the transport of animals;

8. Calls on the Commission to research how new and existing technology can be applied in 
livestock vehicles to regulate, monitor and register temperature and humidity, which are 
essential elements for controlling and protecting the welfare of specific categories of 
animals during transport, in line with the EFSA recommendations;


