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Subject: Outstanding proposal on cloning of animals for food supply

Over the past years, Parliament has repeatedly urged the Commission to present a legislative 
proposal on cloning of animals for food supply. Despite several announcements made (in the 
Commission Work Programme 2012 and 2013 as well as by Commissioner Borg on the 
occasion of his Hearing at the European Parliament on 13 November 2012 and in his 
subsequent letter to Members of the European Parliament of 17 November 2012), the 
Commission has so far not delivered. 

On 28 March 2011, the inter-institutional negotiations to amend the existing Regulation on 
Novel Foods (Regulation (EC) No 258/97) failed due to differences in view between the 
European Parliament and the Council regarding, in particular, the handling of food from 
offspring of cloned animals. In essence, the European Parliament, primarily advocating a ban, 
insisted on at least providing for a mandatory labelling obligation of all food  from offspring, 
accepting, however, a gradual introduction of such obligation (starting with labelling of 
bovine meat from offspring immediately with an automatic extension of such labelling 
obligation to other food  and to other species (pig, ovine,…)). Although the Council was 
ready to accept the labelling obligation for fresh meat from offspring of cloned cattle, it would 
insist that any future legislative proposal introducing labelling obligations beyond bovine 
meat would need to be subject to a prior feasibility study and impact assessment. 

On 27 November 2013, the College of Commissioners held an orientation debate on the 
possible future proposal. The debate was based on a discussion paper which made reference 
to some of the conclusions of the impact assessment. The impact assessment has not been 
published yet.

- Could the Commission comment on the content of the proposal put forward by DG SANCO 
and, in particular, its specific provisions on mandatory labelling of food from offspring of 
cloned animals?

- Could the Commission clarify how discussions went in the College of Commissioners and 
inform about the state of play?

- A huge majority within the European Parliament demands a ban on, or at least mandatory 
labelling of all food derived from cloned animals, their offspring and descendants (in addition 
to fresh meat from offspring of cloned cattle). Could the Commission specify when it intends 
to adopt a legislative proposal on cloned animals as well as their offspring and descendants 
for food supply meeting these demands of the European Parliament? 

- Could the Commission provide the European Parliament with the underlying impact 
assessment of the proposal?

- [Could the Commission comment on the WTO compatibility of (a) a ban or (b) 
mandatory labelling of all meat and food from offspring of cloned animals and their 
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descendants?]
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