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Subject: Proposals on cloning of animals for food supply

Over the past years, Parliament has repeatedly urged the Commission to present a legislative 
proposal on the cloning of animals for food supply. Despite several announcements made (in 
the Commission Work Programme 2012 and 2013 as well as by Commissioner Borg on the 
occasion of his Hearing at the European Parliament on 13 November 2012 and in his 
subsequent letter to Members of the European Parliament of 17 November 2012), the 
Commission only published its two proposals (COM(2013)0892 and COM(2013)0893) on 18 
December 2013. 

On 28 March 2011, the inter-institutional negotiations to amend the existing Regulation on 
Novel Foods (Regulation (EC) No 258/97) failed due to differences of opinion between the 
European Parliament and the Council regarding, in particular, the handling of food from the
offspring of cloned animals. In essence, the European Parliament, primarily advocating a ban, 
insisted on at least providing for a mandatory labelling obligation for all food from offspring, 
however, accepting the gradual introduction of such an obligation (starting with the labelling 

of bovine meat from offspring immediately, with the automatic extension of such a labelling 
obligation to other food and other species (pig, ovine,…)). Although the Council was ready to 
accept the labelling obligation for fresh meat from the offspring of cloned cattle, it insisted
that any future legislative proposal introducing labelling obligations beyond bovine meat 
would need to be subject to a feasibility study and impact assessment beforehand. 

Against this background, the Commission proposals put forward by DG SANCO do not 
include any specific provisions on food from the descendants of cloned animals.

- A huge majority within the European Parliament demands a ban on, or at least mandatory 
labelling of all food derived from cloned animals, their offspring and descendants (in addition 
to fresh meat from offspring of cloned cattle). How does the Commission justify that the 
proposals do not include any provisions whatsoever concerning the descendants of cloned 
animals, nor do they include any provisions to ensure the mandatory traceability and labelling 
of food from the descendants of cloned animals, or the traceability of their reproductive 
material?

- Could the Commission explain its choice of legal basis for the proposal for a Directive on 
the placing on the market of food from animal clones, which entails only a consent 
procedure? 
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