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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

– having regard to Article 3 of the Treaty on European Union, which emphasises values 
common to the Member States such as pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, 
solidarity and equality between men and women,

– having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, particularly 
Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 21 and 23 thereof,

– having regard to the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

– having regard to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) and its Optional Protocol,

– having regard to the European Commission’s Women’s Charter,

A. whereas violence against women is an infringement of human rights that affects all social, 
cultural and economic strata;

B. whereas the promotion of women’s rights and gender equality and combating violence 
against women should systematically be made a cornerstone of all bilateral and 
multilateral relations, particularly those with third countries with which the EU has signed 
association and cooperation agreements;

C. whereas advocacy continues to strengthen the promotion of and respect for women’s 
human rights worldwide, the challenge still persists of addressing certain cultural and 
traditional beliefs and practices which constitute discrimination against women and girls;

D. whereas all types of violence and discrimination directed against women, including sexual 
abuse, female genital mutilation, commercial sexual exploitation of women, gender-based 
violence, violence in close relationships and economic and social discrimination, must be 
considered as not justifiable on any political, social, religious or cultural grounds or in 
relation to any popular or tribal traditions;

E. whereas the role of women and their full participation in the political, economic and social 
spheres is essential, especially in postwar peace-building processes, democratic transition 
negotiations and conflict resolution, reconciliation and stabilisation processes;

1. Reiterates that the situation and the promotion of women’s rights, gender equality and 
combating violence against women must be systematically taken into account in all
human rights dialogues conducted by the EU with third countries with which cooperation 
or association agreements have been signed;

2. Calls for women’s rights and the status of these rights to be referred to systematically in 
the briefings made available to MEPs travelling on delegations and official visits;
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3. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to address violence against women and 
the gender-related dimension of human rights violations internationally, in particular in 
the context of the bilateral association and international trade agreements in force and 
those under negotiation;

4. Supports the countries of Latin America in their efforts to fulfil their obligation of due 
diligence in the prevention, attention, investigation, legal prosecution, sanction and 
reparation of feminicide; calls on the Commission to regularly raise the topic within 
political dialogues, and in particular the existing human rights dialogues, and to offer 
cooperation in the search for remedies with a view to eliminating violence against women 
and feminicide in the context of the biregional partnership;

5. Welcomes the nomination of the EU Special Representative on Human Rights, and calls 
on him to give particular attention to, and take specific action to promote, women’s rights 
and gender equality;

6. Welcomes Directive 2011/0129 (COD) on minimum standards on victims’ rights, adopted 
on 12 September 2012, which includes targeted and integrated support for victims with 
specific needs, such as victims of sexual violence, victims of gender-based violence and 
victims of violence in close relationships, including trauma support and counselling; calls, 
therefore, on the EEAS and the Commission to promote, in the context of external 
policies, these enhancements of the rights of victims of gender-based violence in criminal 
proceedings;

7. Is deeply concerned at the rise of gender-based violence in many parts of the world, as one 
of the symptoms of the worldwide crisis, and especially the increasing number of 
feminicide (homicide directed against women and girls) in Mexico and other countries of 
Central and South America, which take place in a context of generalised violence and 
structural discrimination; strongly condemns all kinds of gender-based violence and the 
aberrant crime of feminicide, and the prevailing impunity for these crimes, which further 
encourages the murderers;

8. Recognises the positive role played by the European Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights (EIDHR) in safeguarding women’s rights and protecting women’s rights 
defenders, and recalls that democracy entails the full participation of women in public life, 
as shown in the aftermath of the Arab Spring;

9. Points out that the full participation of women in politics is not limited to statistical 
objectives regarding the number of candidates and elected officials., and that ensuring 
gender equality entails taking the problems of women’s rights into consideration in 
policymaking and the free and effective participation of women in all aspects of public, 
political and economic life;

10. Calls on the EEAS, the Council and the Commission to include in all external action 
policies and financial instruments a gender approach with a view to intensifying gender 
mainstreaming and consequently contributing to promoting gender equality and women’s 
rights and fighting violence against women;

11. Underlines the importance of the role of women and their full participation in political and 
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economic decision-making, especially in post-war peace-building processes, democratic 
transition negotiations and conflict resolution, reconciliation and stabilisation processes, in 
terms of the goal of increasing awareness and attention with a view to eliminating the 
discrimination suffered by women in the democratisation processes under way in many 
third countries;

12. Reiterates the fundamental right of all women to access to public healthcare systems, and
in particular to primary, gynaecological and obstetric health care as defined by the World 
Health Organisation;

13. Believes that, in order to ensure the effective participation of women where they are 
currently under-represented in political or civil society bodies, it is important to provide 
training and support modules, both for European staff dealing with gender issues and for 
the women on the ground, so as to enable them to make an effective contribution to the 
peace and conflict resolution processes;

14. Welcomes the presence of a gender expert in most of the EU election observation 
missions and the attention given to women’s participation in electoral processes, and calls 
for the follow-up of the conclusions of the observation missions’ reports;

15 Stresses the importance of greater equality between men and women in the composition of 
EU election observation missions, since this helps raise awareness of women’s 
participation in the election process and in public life, by promoting gender equality and 
women’s rights in third countries where a democratisation process is under way 

16. Underlines the importance of specific support form the European Institute for Gender 
Equality (EIGE) as regards the collection, processing and dissemination of information on 
effective gender mainstreaming.
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