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Amendment 1
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Aa. whereas women who chose to become 
entrepreneurs, more often than men cite a 
better work-life balance and/or economic 
necessity as the main motivation;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Ab. whereas self-employment is, in many 
cases, not the preferred option of the 
person concerned but rather a necessity 
because of a lack of other job 
opportunities or sufficiently flexible 
working arrangements to combine work 
and care; whereas these circumstances 
have worsened in times of crisis, 
increasing the number of people who are 
self-employed out of necessity, 
particularly among women;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A c (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

Ac. whereas self-employed women are in 
the minority among the self-employed but 
have a higher probability of falling into 
poverty;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Ad. whereas a lack of access to adequate 
pension rights, sick pay, paid leave and 
other forms social security for the self-
employed aggravates the gender pay gap 
for self-employed women, especially after 
retirement;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Ae. whereas an increasing number of self-
employed persons with too little work or 
work that is very low paid, women in 
particular, are falling below the poverty 
line while they are not officially registered 
as unemployed;

Or. en
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Amendment 6
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Af. whereas there is a lack of reliable, 
accurate and comparable information and 
data on the situation, working conditions, 
social security arrangements to combine 
work and care of the self-employed;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls on 
the Commission and Member States to link 
social security and social protection rights 
to the individual rather than the working 
contract, thereby enabling decent social 
protection for all including self-employed 
and workers regardless of their contract 
type or employment status;

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls on 
the Commission and Member States to link 
social security and social protection rights 
to the individual rather than the working 
contract, thereby enabling decent social 
protection for all including self-employed 
and workers regardless of their contract 
type or employment status, including the 
unemployed and irregular immigrants;

Or. es

Amendment 8
Astrid Lulling, Mariya Gabriel
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls 
on the Commission and Member States to 
link social security and social protection 
rights to the individual rather than the 
working contract, thereby enabling decent 
social protection for all including self-
employed and workers regardless of their 
contract type or employment status;

1. Highlights the need for a social security 
system that covers pensions, illness and
occupational accidents for all self-
employed and their spouses or partners 
recognised by national law who 
participate in the activities of the self-
employed worker;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Mojca Kleva Kekuš

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls on 
the Commission and Member States to link 
social security and social protection rights 
to the individual rather than the working 
contract, thereby enabling decent social 
protection for all including self-employed 
and workers regardless of their contract 
type or employment status;

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social and health security and to 
promote social insurance for self-
employed; calls on the Commission and 
Member States to link social security and 
social protection rights to the individual 
rather than the working contract, thereby 
enabling decent social protection for all 
including self-employed and workers 
regardless of their contract type or 
employment status;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Regina Bastos
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls on 
the Commission and Member States to 
link social security and social protection 
rights to the individual rather than the 
working contract, thereby enabling decent 
social protection for all including self-
employed and workers regardless of their 
contract type or employment status;

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls on 
the Member States to link social security 
and social protection rights to the 
individual rather than the working contract, 
thereby enabling decent social protection 
for all including self-employed and 
workers regardless of their contract type or 
employment status;

Or. fr

Amendment 11
Inês Cristina Zuber

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Highlights the need to provide better 
universal social security and to promote 
social insurance for self-employed; calls 
on the Commission and Member States to 
link social security and social protection 
rights to the individual rather than the 
working contract, thereby enabling decent 
social protection for all including self-
employed and workers regardless of their 
contract type or employment status;

1. Highlights that everyone has the right to 
social security, to be protected in sickness, 
old age, invalidity, widowhood, 
unemployment and in all situations where 
they lack the means of subsistence or 
capacity to work and that the Member 
States have a responsibility to organise, 
coordinate and fund a unified and 
decentralised social security system, with 
the participation of trade union 
associations, other workers’ organisations 
and beneficiaries’ associations;

Or. pt

Amendment 12
Edite Estrela



PE522.771v01-00 8/25 AM\1007655EN.doc

EN

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Emphasises that the available 
statistics on female employment indicate 
that women are more likely to be in 
precarious jobs and are at greater risk of 
dismissal, and that this situation reduces 
the extent to which they are protected by 
social security systems;

Or. pt

Amendment 13
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Calls on the Commission and Member 
States to ensure that all workers and self-
employed persons have access to lifelong 
learning by redistributing existing EU and 
national funding from workers with 
permanent contracts only to workers with 
all contract types and the self-employed;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Lívia Járóka

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses that the gap between female 
and male employment in Europe is still 
significant, whereas promoting self-



AM\1007655EN.doc 9/25 PE522.771v01-00

EN

employment for women can play an 
important role in poverty reduction;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Mojca Kleva Kekuš

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Underlines the need for improvement 
and transparency of the social security 
systems in certain Member States with the 
aim of achieving fairer standards of 
contribution for self-employed workers, in 
particular as regards pregnancy and 
maternity leave;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Warns that the budget cuts and 
privatisations being carried out by many 
Member States in their public health 
systems are destroying their social welfare 
systems and undermining the rights to 
social protection of workers and citizens 
in general; particularly deplores the 
cutbacks in sexual and reproductive 
healthcare which primarily affect women, 
with smear tests, mammographies and 
gynaecological checks no longer being 
offered annually but at longer intervals;
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Or. es

Amendment 17
Regina Bastos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses that in several Member States 
it is necessary to reform pension systems 
in order to cope with population 
developments and changing labour 
markets; underlines the fact that reforms 
need to be socially just and to strengthen 
solidarity mechanisms and gender 
equality; stresses that the reforms should 
involve social partners and relevant 
stakeholders and be properly 
communicated to the citizens;

Or. fr

Amendment 18
Edite Estrela

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Emphasises that an ageing population 
and low birth rates in the EU may 
threaten the sustainability of its social 
security systems, which will in turn have a 
negative impact on the economy;

Or. pt

Amendment 19
Astrid Lulling, Mariya Gabriel
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that in particular self-employed 
women face obstacles in terms of 
individual access to and take-up of social 
security rights and that those obstacles 
have a long-term negative effect on the 
acquisition of social security rights; calls 
on Member States to reduce 
administrative obstacles in accessing 
social security among self-employed;

2. Stresses that under Directive 
2010/41/EU on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a 
self-employed capacity, the Member States 
must tackle all obstacles that prevent 
women and their spouses or partners 
recognised by national law from 
benefiting from social protection in 
accordance with national law;

Or. fr

Amendment 20
Joanna Katarzyna Skrzydlewska

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that in particular self-employed 
women face obstacles in terms of 
individual access to and take-up of social 
security rights and that those obstacles 
have a long-term negative effect on the 
acquisition of social security rights; calls 
on Member States to reduce administrative 
obstacles in accessing social security 
among self-employed;

2. Stresses that in particular self-employed 
women face obstacles in terms of 
individual access to and take-up of social 
security rights and that those obstacles 
have a long-term negative effect on the 
acquisition of social security rights; calls 
on Member States to remove
administrative obstacles in accessing social 
security among self-employed;

Or. pl

Amendment 21
Edite Estrela

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Points out that longer and better paid 
parental leave, shared between men and 
women and considered as full-time work 
for the purposes of social security 
benefits, could be a major incentive to 
increasing the birth-rate;

Or. pt

Amendment 22
Regina Bastos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Stresses that women take more 
frequent career breaks and part-time jobs 
than men for the purpose of caring for 
children and elderly, dependent or sick 
people in the family, which may lead them 
to opt for part-time work or more poorly 
paid work, thus having a negative impact 
on their pensions and putting them at a 
greater risk of poverty; calls therefore on 
the Member States to  view these career-
break periods as insured periods for the 
purpose of establishing, and calculating, 
entitlement to pension;

Or. fr

Amendment 23
Edite Estrela

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Emphasises that a number of 
questions are raised by the costs 
associated with caring for a dependent, in 
relation to the support provided by social 
security and the tax benefits offered to 
families with dependent elderly relatives; 
warns against the fiscal benefits offered 
by some Member States to families who 
place their elderly in residential homes 
and which discriminate against families 
who prefer to provide care at home; 

Or. pt

Amendment 24
Astrid Lulling, Mariya Gabriel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on Member States to promote and 
support group insurance for occupational 
accidents and illness; calls on Member 
States to ensure access to collective and 
solidarity based insurance and pension 
schemes for self-employed;

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment 25
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on the European social partners, 
Commission and Member States to study 
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the issue of dependent self-employment 
and find practical solutions, particularly 
in those sectors where trans-border 
activities play an important role and 
among vulnerable groups such as 
domestic workers and low-paid workers;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Calls on Member States to promote 
and facilitate self-organisation of self-
employed persons, especially of women, to 
increase their possibilities of defending 
their collective interests;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3c. Encourages social partners to 
exchange of good practices between trade 
unions and professional associations on 
services provided to self-employed 
workers, on fighting bogus self-
employment and on organising own-
account self-employed workers;

Or. en
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Amendment 28
Astrid Lulling, Mariya Gabriel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure equal access for 
self-employed to relevant tax or social 
advantages in relation to child care;

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment 29
Mojca Kleva Kekuš

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure equal access for 
self-employed to relevant tax or social 
advantages in relation to child care;

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare and 
education facilities and to ensure equal
access for self-employed to relevant tax or 
social advantages in relation to child care;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Mojca Kleva Kekuš

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure equal access for 
self-employed to relevant tax or social 

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure equal access for 
self-employed to public services and
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advantages in relation to child care; relevant tax or social advantages in relation 
to child care;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Regina Bastos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure equal access for 
self-employed to relevant tax or social 
advantages in relation to child care;

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure access for self-
employed to relevant tax or social 
advantages in relation to child care;

Or. fr

Amendment 32
Inês Cristina Zuber

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of affordable childcare 
facilities and to ensure equal access for 
self-employed to relevant tax or social 
advantages in relation to child care;

4. Calls on Member States to ensure the 
availability of  free, high-quality public
childcare facilities and to ensure equal 
access for self-employed to relevant tax or 
social advantages in relation to child care;

Or. pt

Amendment 33
Astrid Lulling, Mariya Gabriel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5
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Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a 
self-employed capacity in order to 
guarantee higher, minimum maternity 
and paternity leave rights;

deleted

__________________
1 OJ L 180, 15.7.2010, p. 1.

Or. fr

Amendment 34
Regina Bastos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a 
self-employed capacity1 in order to 
guarantee higher, minimum maternity 
and paternity leave rights;

deleted

__________________
1 OJ L 180, 15.7.2010, p. 1.

Or. fr

Amendment 35
Marina Yannakoudakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5
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Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a self-
employed capacity in order to guarantee 
higher, minimum maternity and paternity 
leave rights;

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a self-
employed capacity;

__________________ __________________
1 OJ L 180, 15 July 2010, p.1 1 OJ L 180, 15 July 2010, p.1

Or. en

Amendment 36
Inês Cristina Zuber

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a self-
employed capacity in order to guarantee 
higher, minimum maternity and paternity 
leave rights;

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a self-
employed capacity in order to guarantee 
higher, minimum maternity and paternity 
leave rights, with the Member States being 
responsible for ensuring that  self-
employed workers are entitled to 
maternity and paternity leave under their 
social security systems;

__________________ __________________
1 OJ L 180, 15.7.2010, p.1. 1 JO L 180 de 15.7.2010, p.1.

Or. pt
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Amendment 37
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a self-
employed capacity in order to guarantee 
higher, minimum maternity and paternity
leave rights;

5. Calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious revision of Directive 
2010/41/EU1 on the application of the 
principle of equal treatment between men 
and women engaged in an activity in a self-
employed capacity in order to guarantee 
higher, minimum maternity, paternity, 
adoption, filial and care leave rights;

__________________ __________________
1 OJ L 180, 15 July 2010, p.1 1 OJ L 180, 15 July 2010, p.1

Or. en

Amendment 38
Edite Estrela

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls on the Council  of the European 
Union to adopt an opinion on the 
proposed revision approved by the 
European Parliament  to Council 
Directive 92/85/EEC on the introduction 
of measures to encourage improvements 
in the safety and health at work of 
pregnant workers and workers who have 
recently given birth or are breastfeeding; 
recalls that the proposal adopted by 
Parliament contains important measures 
in this area and to encourage parenthood, 
through promoting life-work balance for 
men and women;

Or. pt
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Amendment 39
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls on the Council to unblock 
adoption of the Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Directive 92/85/EEC on the 
introduction of measures to encourage 
improvements in the safety and health at 
work of pregnant workers and workers 
who have recently given birth or are 
breastfeeding;

Or. es

Amendment 40
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for flexibility 
than to resort to dependent self-
employment;

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
voluntary flexibility with regard to 
working hours and working place in order 
to avoid that they have no other possibility 
for flexibility than to resort to dependent 
self-employment;

Or. es

Amendment 41
Astrid Lulling, Mariya Gabriel
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for 
flexibility than to resort to dependent self-
employment;

6. Calls on Member States to also facilitate 
the combination of work and care 
responsibilities for the self-employed and 
their spouses or partners recognised by 
national law by speeding up the 
application of Articles 7 and 8 of Directive 
2010/41/EU of 7 July 2010;

Or. fr

Amendment 42
Mojca Kleva Kekuš

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for flexibility 
than to resort to dependent self-
employment;

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for flexibility 
than to resort to dependent self-
employment as it has been noted that self-
employment is a steadily increasing trend 
in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 43
Regina Bastos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6



PE522.771v01-00 22/25 AM\1007655EN.doc

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for 
flexibility than to resort to dependent self-
employment;

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place;

Or. fr

Amendment 44
Inês Cristina Zuber

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for flexibility 
than to resort to dependent self-
employment;

6. Calls on Member States to reduce 
working hours and facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
responsibilities by providing workers, on 
request, with flexibility with regard to 
working hours and working place in order 
to avoid that they have no other possibility 
for flexibility than to resort to dependent 
self-employment;

Or. pt

Amendment 45
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 

6. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
combination of work and care 
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responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for flexibility 
than to resort to dependent self-
employment;

responsibilities by providing workers with 
flexibility with regard to working hours 
and working place in order to avoid that 
they have no other possibility for flexibility 
than to resort to dependent or involuntary 
self-employment;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Edite Estrela

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on Member States to adopt 
measures to create flexibility in the 
organisation of working time for men and 
women, by promoting flexible working 
hours, teleworking and part-time work to 
care for minors and dependents, without 
any attendant loss of workers’ social 
benefits;

Or. pt

Amendment 47
Inês Cristina Zuber

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on Member States to pass 
legislation to combat the use of ‘false’ 
self-employed workers, who carry out 
duties while occupying permanent posts, a 
form of precarious employment which 
particularly affects women;

Or. pt
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Amendment 48
Kent Johansson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Highlights the need to provide 
opportunities for further training and 
retraining for employees, the self-
employed and those moving from 
employment towards self-employment; 
calls therefore on the Member States to 
remove obstacles to further training and 
retraining, and to promote lifelong 
learning for all;

Or. sv

Amendment 49
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on the Member States to 
guarantee access to fertility and assisted 
reproduction treatments for single women 
and lesbians;

Or. es

Amendment 50
Regina Bastos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on the Member States to develop 
social policies and social services 
providing childcare and care of the 
elderly and other dependent people in 
order to enable men and women to 
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continue working if they so choose;

Or. fr


