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Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality

Coordinators' and Bureau meeting

Monday, 29 August 2011, 17.00-18.00

Brussels, Room ASP 3G3

Results

At the beginning of the meeting Ms Morin-Chartier, Vice-Chair, informed Members that 
the Chair of the Committee, Eva-Britt Svensson, had announced her resignation from the 
EP as from 1st September 2011, due to health reasons. 

In conformity to the Rules of Procedure, the first Vice-Chair, Lívia Jároka, will be Acting 
Chair until a new Chair is elected.

The coordinators agreed to issue a press release to thank, on behalf of the Committee 
Members, Ms Svensson for her work for the promotion of women's rights as well as to 
send her a more personal "thank you" card on behalf of the Bureau and coordinators.

1. Adoption of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

2. Chair's announcements

None

3. FEMM Committee involvement in the European Semester

Decision taken by the coordinators: The following concrete proposals made by Ms 
Cornelissen were agreed: 

 to study possible common indicators in fall 2011 to decide upon the indicators to be 
used in years to come for the assessment of progress towards the EU 2020 targets 
concerning the gender dimension;

 to study the possibilities and the process for an annual shadow report of civil society 
and social partners on the gender dimension;
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 to invite Commissioner Reding and/or Andor to the FEMM meeting in January to 
discuss the gender dimension in the Annual Growth Survey;

4. Requests for studies/briefing notes 

Decision taken by the coordinators: The following actions will be taken on the
proposed studies and briefing notes:

 Family reunion legislation and policies: what are the issues at stake for migrant 
women’s rights?

- to invite the authors of the paper from the ENMW to discuss the result of their 
research;
- to order a study offering a more detailed overview of this issue. In that purpose the 
Policy Department would suggest the use of its framework contract and plan a final 
result for the second semester of 2012.    

 Comparative analysis of gender-related persecution in national asylum legislation 
and practice in Europe

- to commission an up-dated version of the comparative analysis of gender-related 
persecution in national asylum legislation and practice in Europe realised in 2004. 

 Data for the involvement of FEMM in the European Semester process

- The Policy Department will launch the project through its framework contract. The 
demand will be sent to the contractors within the best possible timeframe.

 Women's access and representation in information and communication 
technologies in Europe  including ICT

- In view of the studies and articles available, the Policy Department awaits for a 
clarification before launching or not a project on this issue.      

 Women in media, advertising - European situation, best practices and legislations
- A summary of the main information available on this issue will be ordered (dividing 
the subject in two parts: women as subjects of the media's attention or advertisement 
campaigns and women as journalists or leaders in the press or advertisement industry).        

 Single person's households in the EU

- The Policy Department is still waiting for an answer from the European Commission 
services on possible projects ongoing on this subject. In the case there would be 
nothing currently planned by the EC services, the Policy Department will launch the 
project through its framework contract.        

 The issue of women in decision-making
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- The Policy Department will launch the project through its framework contract.
Considering the necessary work to obtain an overview of the issue in the whole Union, 
the delivery of the final study shouldn't be expected before the last quarter of 2012. 

 Quotas in Management Boards 
- A briefing note (or short study) will be ordered presenting the main ideas developed 
in the most recent academic work dealing with this issue.     
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5. Calendar of FEMM meetings for 2012 

Decision taken by the coordinators: The calendar of FEMM committee meeting for 2012
was approved. The secretariat was instructed to circulate it to all FEMM Members.

6. Proposals for the FEMM Committee Work Programme 2012

Decision taken by the coordinators: In view of a decision at next meeting, a deadline 
was fixed for Monday, 12 September 19.00, for the coordinators to put forward 
proposals for the 2012 programme for:
 public hearings, 
 delegation visits, 
 own-initiative reports, 
 studies/briefing notes/workshops, 
 invitations to high-level personalities,

7. Delegation to Copenhagen, 23-25 November 

Decision taken by the coordinators: A deadline was fixed for Wednesday, 7 September
19.00 for comments on the preliminary draft programme. The secretariat was instructed 
to start the preparation of the visit.

8. Joint DROI/FEMM meeting on feminicide in Mexico, 4 October

Following contacts between the two Chairs concerned, the following speakers have been 
invited: 

 Ms Navanethem Pillay - UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 Mr Oswaldo Ruiz Chiriboga, former senior lawyer at Inter-American Court of 

Human Rights in charge of Cottonfield case, now at Utrecht University 
 Ms Andrea Medina Rosas, Red Mesa de Mujeres de Ciudad Juárez

Decision taken by the coordinators: The coordinators took note of the progress made in 
the organisation of the joint event

9. Invitations to Commission's experts' meetings 

In accordance with point 15 and Annex 1 to the Framework Agreement on relations 
between the European Parliament and the European Commission, Parliament can ask that 
its expert(s) be invited to attend, as observer(s) Commission meetings with national experts 
within the framework of preparation and implementation of EU legislation, including soft 
law and delegated acts.

Decision taken by the coordinators: The coordinators agreed the following procedure as 
regards information on Commission's experts meetings: 

 coordinators are informed about the meeting and its preliminary agenda as soon 
as the information is transmitted by the Commission; 

 a staff member of the committee secretariat attends the meeting (provided that this 
is compatible with the workload);



5

 a short summary of the main issues discussed at the meeting is circulated to the 
coordinators for information.

10. Points for information 

Presence of Commission representatives at FEMM meetings
The file included the Commission reply to the Chair's letter to Commissioners Sefcovic and 
Reding complaining about the absence of a Commission representative at the July meeting 
to answer MEPs questions on the budgetary amendments. 

Public Hearing on "Women and Climate Change" - Change of timing - (ZP)
The Public Hearing will take place in the afternoon of 11 Ocotber (instead of the morning 
as currently planned) in order to allow for the participation of Ms Connie Hedegaard, 
Commissioner responsible for Climate Action. 

11. Any other business

Svensson report on Gender Mainstreaming in the EP work

Decision taken by the coordinators: In view of the institutional nature of this report and to 
avoid delays in its adoption,  it was agreed to ask Ms Jaroka to take over this report as 
first Vice-Chair and acting Chair and to have the discussion at the extraordinary meeting 
in Strasbourg on 15 September and the vote on 11 October as planned. 

Svensson Gender Mainstreaming Amendments on the IMCO report "A new strategy for 
consumer policy"

Decision taken by the coordinators: The IMCO Member responsible for Gender 
Mainstreaming or an IMCO Member who is also Member of FEMM will be asked to draft 
the GM amendments. 

12. Next meeting

Probably during the September II part-session (date tbc)


