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QQuueessttiioonn 11

-- HHaass yyoouurr PPaarrlliiaammeenntt iinn rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss aaddddrreesssseedd tthhee iissssuuee ooff wwoommeenn iinn ppoolliittiiccss
iinn oonnee ooff iittss ddeecciissiioonnss//rreessoolluuttiioonnss?? HHaavvee rreeaassoonnss ffoorr wwoommeenn''ss uunnddeerr--
rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn iinn ppoolliittiiccss bbeeeenn iiddeennttiiffiieedd iinn tthhoossee ddeecciissiioonnss//rreessoolluuttiioonnss oorr iinn
tthhee bbrrooaaddeerr ppoolliittiiccaall ddeebbaattee??

Croatian Parliament has not so far specifically addressed the question of 
women’s political participation through any of its formal resolutions. However, 
the Gender Equality Committee of the Croatian Parliament has dealt with this 
issue in a number of occasions, mostly through its thematic meetings.
In that regard, the Committee has in 2009, prior to the local elections,  
organized two major thematic meetings on the subject of “Women in local 
elections 2009” and “Political participation of young women” in which many of 
the MPs participated, as well as ombudspersons, representatives of political 
parties, local authorities,  women’s non-governmental organizations, etc. Both 
meetings delivered conclusions stating that there is no sufficient political 
participation of women, although it is prescribed by the Law on Gender 
Equality and that much more efforts should be invested in that area. Also, the 
president of the Committee, as well as its members participated in a number 
of occasions in various events and public discussions on the subject, both on 
national and international level.

QQuueessttiioonn 22

PPrroovviissiioonnss ooff lleeggaall nnaattuurree::
-- IIss tthheerree iinn yyoouurr ccoouunnttrryy aannyy ssppeecciiffiicc lleeggiissllaattiioonn oonn wwoommeenn''ss ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn iinn

ppoolliittiiccaall ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg aanndd ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy iinn eelleeccttiioonnss ((ee..gg.. qquuoottaass))?? IIff yyeess,,
wwhhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhee rreessuullttss??

Croatian Parliament has in 2008 adopted already second Law on Gender 
Equality, in which there is a provision on political participation of women – so 
called quotas. Namely, the Act prescribes that political parties should “seek to 
achieve balance in terms of the representation of women and men” when 
deciding on list of candidates for the election and this balance is defined as 
“not less than 40% in political and public decision-making bodies”. On the 
other hand, the course of implementation of this provision includes three 
regular election cycles, which allows privilege for the political parties to 
choose to which extent they will actually include women on their lists. So, the 
opportunity for increased political participation of women exists, but in fact it 
largely lies in hands of the leadership of political parties, who are still not so 
keen to recognize the fact that women make more than a half of the country’s 
population and that they are indispensable factor in developing true 
democracy.
In spite of that, there were some improvements achieved after the 2009 local 
elections, mostly on the representative level which rose to 24% of women in 
local self-government bodies. On the national level there are currently around 
25% of women MPs.



QQuueessttiioonn 33

PPrroovviissiioonnss ooff nnoonn--lleeggaall nnaattuurree::
-- DDooeess yyoouurr PPaarrlliiaammeenntt hhaavvee aannyy ssppeecciiffiicc pprrooggrraammmmeess,, mmeeaassuurreess oorr

ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss oorr ootthheerr iinnssttrruummeennttss wwhhiicchh aaddddrreessss tthhee iissssuuee ooff wwoommeenn''ss rroollee iinn
ppoolliittiiccss?? AArree tthheerree pprrooggrraammmmeess//mmeeaassuurreess oonn tthhiiss mmaatttteerr aatt tthhee lleevveell ooff
ppoolliittiiccaall ppaarrttiieess?? IIff yyeess,, wwhhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhee rreessuullttss??

Croatian Parliament, for the time being, doesn’t have any specific program, 
measures or other document that would tackle women’s role in politics.
Some major political parties, on the other hand, such as HDZ (Croatian 
Democratic Union), HNS (Croatian People’s Party), HSLS (Croatian Social-
liberal Party) and SDP (Social-democratic Party) have women’s fractions and 
specific political programs aimed towards larger political participation of 
women, although most of them do not have prescribed quotas for women in 
their constitutional documents (except Social-democrats, with 40% 
recommended but not yet fully achieved quota).


