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QQuueessttiioonn 11

-- HHaass yyoouurr PPaarrlliiaammeenntt iinn rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss aaddddrreesssseedd tthhee iissssuuee ooff wwoommeenn iinn ppoolliittiiccss
iinn oonnee ooff iittss ddeecciissiioonnss//rreessoolluuttiioonnss?? HHaavvee rreeaassoonnss ffoorr wwoommeenn''ss uunnddeerr--
rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn iinn ppoolliittiiccss bbeeeenn iiddeennttiiffiieedd iinn tthhoossee ddeecciissiioonnss//rreessoolluuttiioonnss oorr iinn
tthhee bbrrooaaddeerr ppoolliittiiccaall ddeebbaattee??

In recent years Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania has not addressed the 
issue of women in politics in any of it‘s documents. It has been done by the 
parliamentarians who belong to the socialdemocratic  party and who work 
closely with youth, students‘ and women NGOs, LGBT organizations of 
Lithuania. It has been addressed by the parliamentary group on Development 
Cooperation, Reproductive Health and Rights and by a temporary 
parliamentary group „On Equality“ in press conferences and parliamentary 
and public statements. The ruling majority of the Seimas, in which the 
conservative forces dominate,  managed to adopt the documents, which 
return women to the family life, supports the cult of motherhood and woman‘s 
sacrifice for family, opposes family life and woman‘s social  career. This is the 
concept  of the Family policy, which identifies marriage and family, promises 
various kinds of social privileges to the traditional family members.  Beside
this, homophobic  minded Lithuanian parliamentarians from different parties, 
of masculine and feminine sex, voted for the laws discriminating LGBT people 
of Lithuania.   So my understanding of women  representation in politics is –
not the quantity but quality of women, intellectual maturity of women, women 
as mature progressive personalities  play a great role in politics and change 
the world, but not the growing percentage of females in politics.

QQuueessttiioonn 22

PPrroovviissiioonnss ooff lleeggaall nnaattuurree::
-- IIss tthheerree iinn yyoouurr ccoouunnttrryy aannyy ssppeecciiffiicc lleeggiissllaattiioonn oonn wwoommeenn''ss ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn iinn

ppoolliittiiccaall ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg aanndd ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy iinn eelleeccttiioonnss ((ee..gg.. qquuoottaass))?? IIff yyeess,,
wwhhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhee rreessuullttss??

In our country there is no specific legislation on women‘s participation in 
decision-making and in elections. Due to the membership of Lithuania in the 
EU, due to introduction of feminism, the ideas and policy of gender equality in 
education and science, public life of Lithuania, due to the social movement of 
NGOs, to adoption of the laws on gender equality, equal opportunities, 
ratification of  international treaties, conventions on human rights and 
freedoms, on women‘s rights a traditional Lithuanian society started to 
change. The only socialdemocratic party introduced quotas in the party 
documents. This party  during elections tries to keep to the quota requirement 
– 40 percent of women in the party list. The result is – more and more women 
join  the party and other parties of Lithuania, but this can be explained by 



different reasons. The main reason might be great  unemployment and 
descriminatory family policy in our country. 

QQuueessttiioonn 33

PPrroovviissiioonnss ooff nnoonn--lleeggaall nnaattuurree::
-- DDooeess yyoouurr PPaarrlliiaammeenntt hhaavvee aannyy ssppeecciiffiicc pprrooggrraammmmeess,, mmeeaassuurreess oorr

ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss oorr ootthheerr iinnssttrruummeennttss wwhhiicchh aaddddrreessss tthhee iissssuuee ooff wwoommeenn''ss rroollee iinn
ppoolliittiiccss?? AArree tthheerree pprrooggrraammmmeess//mmeeaassuurreess oonn tthhiiss mmaatttteerr aatt tthhee lleevveell ooff
ppoolliittiiccaall ppaarrttiieess?? IIff yyeess,, wwhhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhee rreessuullttss??

Seimas has no specific programmes and measures which address the issue 
of women in politics. This is done by individual politicians, parliamentary 
groups, which cooperate with women, youth and social NGOs. This is done 
by united efforts of women NGOs, which organise seminars and other 
different activities, cooperate with international women organizations, create 
projects which urge, stimulate and prepare women go into politics. This is 
done by the women group in the socialdemocratic party, which actively works 
with party members and society  trying to change stereotypical gender 
mentality, introducing awareness of gender balance, gender cooperation and 
stressing the value of intellectual maturity, progressive thinking of each 
individual and his/her input into building up democratic society of Lithuania.
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