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Personal information
First name(s) / Surname(s) Liz  Kelly

Address(es) Child and Woman Abuse Studies Unit
Ladbroke House
62-66 Highbury Grove
London 
N5 2AD

Telephone(s) 0044 207 133 5014
Fax(es) 0044 207 133 5026
E-mail l.kelly@londonmet.ac.uk

Nationality British

Date of birth 22/10/1951

Gender Female

Work experience

Dates
Occupation or position held 1978-1980 Youth and community worker for Norwich City Council, UK 

1980-1985 Part-time teaching appointments, including adult education, undergraduate and postgraduate 
sociology teaching at Essex University. 

1987-1992 Research fellow, Child Abuse Studies Unit, Polytechnic of North London
1992-.                      Senior Research Officer (now Director), Child and Woman Abuse Studies Unit
2000                         Professor of Sexualized Violence
2006                         Roddick Chair on Violence Against Women

Main activities and responsibilities Managing 7 staff and 13 research projects
Design and delivery of an MA and professional diplomas in Woman and Child Abuse
Supervision of 3 PhD students
Writing for publication – both academic and professional
Training
Consultancy with government departments and international bodies

Name and address of employer London Metropolitan University
166-200 Holloway Road
London
N7 8DB

Type of business or sector University

Education and training

Dates 1975-8 First class degree (Sociology and Politics) University of East Anglia
1980-85 PhD, University of Essex, Sociology.
2000 Professorship, Sexualised Violence, University of North London

Title of qualification awarded
Principal subjects/occupational skills 

covered
Social research, social theory, women’s studies, child abuse, violence against women, crime
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Name and type of organisation 
providing education and training
Level in national or international 

classification

Personal skills and 
competences

Mother tongue(s) English

Other language(s)
Self-assessment Understanding Speaking Writing
European level (*) Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production

Language
Language

(*) Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

Social skills and competences Teaching and Training
Presenting
Writing

Organisational skills and 
competences

Management of staff
Project management

Technical skills and competences Research methodology

Computer skills and competences Office, Email, Online surveys
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Other skills and competences CWASU has a national and international reputation not only for its research, but also for 
training and consultancy work we undertake.  One of its distinct contributions has been to 
build connections across the worlds of academia, policy and practice, and has built strong 
links and partnerships in the statutory and NGO sectors.  Since our inception we have 
placed an emphasis on creating 'useful knowledge'. Our policy and consultancy portfolio is 
now extensive, both within the UK and internationally.  

For twenty years I have been responsible for income generating all the research and 
running costs for a research unit within a University.  This has comprised combination of 
large and smaller scale projects (67 in all), and the total sums raised to date are over £10 
million.  Funders have included: DfID; the Economic and Social Research Council, the 
European Union, The Council of Europe, United Nations, the Home Office, Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, the Benefits Agency, World Helath Organisation, International 
Organisation of Migration, local authorities Women's Aid Federation, Barnardo's, NCH 
Action for Children, and the Zero Tolerance Trust. The range of projects undertaken 
ranges from basic research on the prevalence of sexual abuse and the scale of trafficking 
into the UK, through more applied studies on the impacts of sexual abuse, to evaluations 
of responses and interventions in the areas of domestic violence, child abuse and sexual 
assault.  Our most recent large awards have been from: the Home Office to look at 
responses to reported rapes in England and Wales; City Parochial Fund to evaluate 
advocacy domestic violence projects in London; the UN to develop global indicators on 
VAW; the Council of Europe to develop minimum standards for support services.

We are the only research unit in Europe that looks at all forms of gender violence and child 
abuse, and the connections between them.  CWASU has also been at the forefront of 
developing innovative methodologies to study sensitive issues, and we have published 
several papers in this area.   We invariably use multi-methodological strategies, combining 
quantitative and qualitative methods, and have extensive experience of designing and 
using questionnaires, in-depth interviews (in person and over the telephone) and focus 
groups. In 2006, CWASU established an MA in Woman and Child Abuse, the first and only 
of its kind in Europe. 

I have a wide range of regular and occasional consultancies including to the UN producing 
a report on promising practices addressing violence against women in 2006, to the 
European Women’s Lobby, Council of Europe, British Council and ministries in the UK 
government.  I am currently the only external/academic member of the Rape Performance 
Group which is monitoring police and prosecutor performance on a quarterly basis, and am 
an expert member of a group announced by the Solicitor General to develop expert 
evidence for rape cases in court.

Driving licence No 
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Annexes Selected recent publications
(Selected, for a full listing see www.cwasu.org)

2009       with Miranda Horvath ‘Gang/group/multiple perpetrator rape: Naming an offence and     
             initial research findings’, Journal of Sexual Aggression, 15 (1), 83-97.
             
            with Joanna Lovett    Different systems, similar outcomes? racking attrition in reported    
            rape cases in eleven European countries.  London CWASU.

2008        ‘Paradoxical progress: Responding to sexual violence’, Soundings Journal of Politics  
              and Culture, 39, 128-135   

     
       With Linda Regan ‘If only we’d known’: an exploratory study of seven intimate partner     

             homicides in Engleshire. London, CWASU.
    

2007         with Maddy Coy, Miranda Horvath, ‘It’s just like going to the supermarket’:   
                Men buying sex in East London, London, CWASU. 

                with Miranda Horvath, From the Outset: Why Violence should be a priority for
                the Commission for Equality and Human Rights, London: End Violence 
                Against Women Campaign. 

               ‘Sexual Violence and Rape’ in Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, Maryland: 
                Blackwell Publishing. 

                 ‘A conducive context: Trafficking of persons in Central Asia’ in Human
                  Trafficking, Maggy Lee (ed.), Willan Publishing. 
                        
                     with Maddy Coy, Map of Gaps: The postcode lottery of Violence against Women
                 Support Services. London, End Violence Against Women Campaign.
                
              with Lorna Dubois, Developing Minimum Standards for Violence Against Women
              Support Services: An Exploratory Study.  Strasbourg, Council of Europe. 

             The Next Step: Developing Transnational Indicators on violence against women. 
             New York, UN A/HRC/7/6/Add.5

  2006     With Jennifer Tempkin and Sue Griffiths. Section 41: An evaluation of new legislation
                limiting sexual history evidence in rape trials. London, Home Office

2005 with J. Lovett and L. Regan A Gap or a Chasm? Attrition in Reported Rape Cases.
London, Home Office

Fertile Fields: Trafficking in Persons in Central Asia, Vienna, IOM.

‘“You Can Find Anything You Want": A Critical Reflection on Research on Trafficking in 
Persons within and into Europe’ International Migration, Vol. 43 (1/2).

          Promising practices addressing sexual violence. Vienna: United Nations.
         'Moving in the Same or Different Directions? Reflections on Recent Developments in 
         Domestic Violence Legislation in Europe' in Family Violence and Police Response.
          Wilma Smeenk and Marijke Malsch (Eds), Ashgate.

2004     ‘The perils of inclusion and exclusion: International debates on the status of trafficked 
women as victims’. International Review of Victimology, 11; 33-47.

2002      Journeys of Jeopardy: A Review of Research on Trafficking in Women and Children in 
Europe, Geneva, IOM.
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Professor Liz Kelly CBE

Prof. Liz Kelly is the Director of the Child and Woman Abuse Studies Unit and has worked for the Unit since 1987. Over that period she has been 
responsible for income generating all the research and running costs for the research within the Unit.  This has comprised a varying combination of 
large and smaller scale projects (over 50).  Funders have included: DfID, ESRC, EU, Home Office, Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Benefits Agency, 
WHO, IOM, UNDP and a number of local authorities (including ACPC’s), Safer Cities, Women’s Aid Federation England, Barnardo’s, NCH Action for 
Children and the Zero Tolerance Trust.  

Prof. Kelly has, as lead and co-author, written an extensive number of research reports, articles and book chapters, including most recently: ‘Rape in 
the 21st Century; Old Behaviours, New Contexts and Emerging Powers’ (2007), ‘From the Outset: Why Violence should be a priority for the 
Commission for Equality and Human Rights’ (2007), ‘'It's just like going to the supermarket': Men buying sex in East London’ (2007), ‘Section 41: An 
evaluation of new legislation limiting sexual history evidence in rape trials’ (2006), ‘Fertile Fields: Trafficking in Persons in Central Asia’ (2005), 
‘Forensic nursing: an option for improving responses to reported rape and sexual assault’ (2004)‘Journeys of Jeopardy: A Review of Research on
Trafficking in Women and Children in Europe’ (2002), ‘Children’s Perspectives on Domestic Violence’ (2002), Moving in the Same or Different 
Directions? Reflections on Recent Developments in Domestic Violence Legislation in Europe’ (2005). She is also the author of ‘Surviving Sexual 
Violence’ (1988), which established the concept of a ‘continuum of violence’. 

Prof. Kelly has given over 400 papers and workshops at local, national and international events. The topics range from overviews about violence 
against women and child abuse, to specific forms such as domestic violence, sexual abuse in childhood and trafficking through to presentations 
drawn from specific research projects.  Many of these papers have been delivered to audiences of policy makers and practitioners.  She has 
extensive policy and consultancy experience both nationally and internationally and chaired the Group of Specialists for the Council of Europe 
(COE) on violence against women and was responsible for drafting the final report and Plan of Action. She was later commissioned by the COE to 
write a self-training manual for police officers, now published as the ‘The VIP Guide: Vision, Professionalism and Innovation in Policing Violence 
Against Women’. CWASU are special advisers to the British Council on violence against women, and in this capacity Prof. Kelly was a consultant to 
the Jordan Family Protection Project as part of a three-person team responsible for working with the implementers in Jordan to create a National 
Framework document.  She is currently the only academic member of the European Women’s Lobby think tank on Violence Against Women, and 
has responsibility of violence issues in the UK Women’s National Commission.  

In 2006 she was appointed to the Roddick Chair on Violence Against Women

www.cwasu.org
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