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COMPOSITION

Eva-Britt Svensson (GUE/NGL), Chair of FEMM Committee 
Barbara Matera (EPP), Vice-Chair of FEMM Committee 
Edit Bauer (EPP) 
Britta Thomsen (S-D) 
Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE) 
Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (ALDE) 
Marije Cornelissen (GREENS/EFA) 
Ilda Figueiredo (GUE/NGL) 

PURPOSE

The visit took place in the context of the visits that the FEMM Committee 
traditionally pays to the corresponding committee in the national parliament holding 
the EU Presidency. The main purpose of this visit was to learn about gender 
legislation in Belgium and the main issues at stake in the field of gender equality.

PRESS
A press statement was issued by the Committee Chair at the conclusion of the visit.

MEETING (See programme enclosed in Annex I)

During this meeting, the members of the European Parliament's delegation had the 
occasion to have an exchange of views with the representatives of the Advisory 
Committee on Equal Opportunities between Women and Men of the Belgian Senate 
and of the Advisory Committee on Social Emancipation of the Chamber of 
representatives. The meeting was chaired by Ms Nele Lijnen, Chair of the Advisory 
Committee for Equal Opportunities between Women and Men of the Belgian Senate.
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The discussions were opened by a short summary made by Ms Eva-Brit Svensson, 
chair of the FEMM committee, on the developments in the work of the FEMM 
committee since the beginning of the parliamentary term: conclusion of the first 
reading on the legislation on maternity leave; the state of play on the two legislative 
files in the field of violence against women, European Protection Order and 
Trafficking of Human Beings; the work on the role and situation of women in the 
entrepreneurial world and on the labour market and the organization of an event with 
the participation of Members of national parliaments in EP in Brussels on 3 March 
2011 in order to celebrate the hundredth anniversary of the first International 
Women's Day.

Ms Collete Burgeon, Member replacing the Chair of the Advisory Committee on 
Social Emancipation of the Belgian Chamber of representatives, presented the 
national developments as regards a project to gather good examples of gender equality 
legislation and practices at national level from different European countries.

The discussion continued on several topics, such as: trafficking in human beings and 
ways to strengthen the cooperation between European Parliament and national 
parliaments on this important issue; the issue of female genital mutilations and forced 
marriages (the Belgian representatives underlined the importance of awareness raising 
on the situation of victims and of appropriate training in order to provide the 
necessary support to victims); gender based violence and the lack of appropriate 
gender related statistics and indicators.

Ms Nele Lijnen presented a short summary also of the advancements in Belgian
legislation on gender equality and answered to several questions raised by EP 
Members on issues concerning the services legislation, comprising child care and 
services for the elderly, which represents a huge step forward to help women; the 
issue of quotas, underling that Belgium already has quotas in politics and that the 
opportunity of introducing quotas in companies is currently being discussed; the 
legislative package on maternity and paternity leave in Belgium and the attention 
given to the budgetary impact of this legislation; the discussions and concrete steps to 
be taken in order to evaluate the National Action Plan based on UN Resolution 1325.

Ms Eva -Britt Svensson answered questions related to the European Institute for 
Gender Equality, the efforts of FEMM committee as regards gender mainstreaming 
within the European Parliament committees and referred to the public hearing held on 
8 November together with DROI subcommittee on the 10th Anniversary of the UN 
Security Council Resolution 1325.

The exchange of views continued on the issue of service vouchers and the benefits 
and possible problems raised by this innovative system. This system helped people to 
get out of black economy, a fiscal mechanism (rather onerous for the Government) 
was put into place in order to ensure a proper wage and a proper sickness insurance to 
the person providing services; one of the major benefits of the system is that it 
allowed providing flexible and affordable childcare, affordable assistance for 
household work. 
Discussions were also held on the link between pension rights and maternity leave 
and part-time contracts, the Belgian representatives seeking solutions for a draft 
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legislation on the distribution of pension rights between the spouse that stays at home 
due to family commitments and the one that is working, this distribution applying also 
in case of divorce.

Members of both the European Parliament and of the Belgian Senate and Chamber of 
Representatives underlined the importance of national experience and good practices 
in this field and that national parliaments and the European Parliament should work 
closer and continue the good cooperation on aspects related to gender equality.
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Programme

The meeting starts on Tuesday 9 November 2010 at 12.30 at the premises of Belgian 
Senate, rue de Louvain, 7.

Tuesday 9 November

12.00  Departure from EP premises

12.30  Meeting with:

Ms Nele LIJNEN, Chair, and representatives of the Advisory 
Committee on Equal Opportunities between Women and Men of the 
Belgian Senate (Comité d'avis pour l'Egalité de Chances entre les 
femmes et les hommes, Sénat de Belgique), 

Ms Valérie DEOM, Chair, and representatives of the Advisory 
Committee on Social Emancipation of the Chamber of representatives 
(Comité d'avis pour l'Emancipation sociale, Chambre des 
représentants)

14:00 Departure from the Belgian Senate premises to the EP


