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Directorate-General for Internal Policies
Directorate C - Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs
Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality

Brussels, 28 June 2011

Report on the FEMM Committee delegation visit to 
Warsaw, Poland, 17 - 18 May 2011

11.. CCOOMMPPOOSSIITTIIOONN

Eva-Britt SVENSSON, Chair of the Committee, GUE/NGL
Barbara MATERA, Vice-Chair of the Committee, EPP
Marc TARABELLA, S-D

The delegation was accompanied by Sabina Magnano and Malgosia Szlendak from the 
FEMM secretariat, and by Valborg Linden Jonsten (S-D group advisor).

22.. PPUURRPPOOSSEE

The main purpose of the delegation visit was to prepare the upcoming Polish Presidency and 
to learn about the actions, initiatives and legislation on gender quality in the country. This 
also helped to establish contacts which will then be uselful during the Presidency.

33.. MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Tuesday, 17 May 2011

 Round table with representatives from civil society

Members of the delegation met representatives from Polish civil society.
The meeting was organised as a roundtable discussion with representatives from different 
Polish NGOs with different political background and areas of activities in order to enable a 
maximum exchange of information with Members. 
The delegation was quite disappointed by the low participation of NGOS in spite the fact that
a large number of organizations had been invited to the meeting.

The following organisations participated in the meeting:

 Federacja na rzecz kobiet i planowania rodziny (Karolina Wieckiewicz)
 Stowarzyszenie Niebieska Linia (Agnieszka Olszewska)
 Ogólnopolskie Pogotowie dla Ofiar Przemocy w Rodzinie "Niebieska Linia" 

(Anna Wiechcinska)
 Europejska Unia Kobiet (Wanda Albinska, Barbara Bielicka-Malinowska)



2

The following issues were raised by representatives from civil society:

 violence against women and help to victims
(although the law on combating domestic violence exists and has been updated, there are 
still difficulties in enforcing it; there is no obligation for perpetrators to undertake 
psychological help and no monitoring of them; necessity to organise social campaigns 
breaking down the myths about domestic violence;)
 reproductive health services 
(Difficult access to reproductive health services even if legally permitted, i.e. prenatal 
examinations, legal abortion, contraceptive drugs)
 value of the domestic work of women pay gap

 Congress of women

The Congress of Women was created in 2009, on the 20th anniversary of the political and 
economic transformations in Poland, where the participation of women could in no way be 
overemphasised. Today, the Congress of Women is Poland’s largest non-political civic 
movement, aiming at equality of rights, opportunities, and potential of women and men in 
both the private and the public spheres. The Council of the Congress consists of 200 
prominent and active women, whose members include politicians, entrepreneurs, civil 
activists, ministers, culture activists, feminists, and women from the left and right of the 
political spectrum.

The delegation met Ms Dorota Warakomska, Spokeswoman; Ms Barbara Labuda, Minister of 
the Lay Character of the State and Multiculturalism in the Shadow Cabinet of Congress of 
Women; Ms Danuta Waniek, Minister of Defence in the Shadow Cabinet of Congress of 
Women; Ms. Anna Dryjanska,Secretary of Bureau at Women’s Congress Association;

Ms. Justyna Wroblewska, Member of the Board of Congress of Women and Ms Malgorzata 
Rusewicz from Polish Confederation of Private Employers Lewiatan

Main issues discussed:
 quotas
The introduction of quotas on electoral lists in Poland was an initiative of the Congress of 
women. In December 2010 Polish Sejm passed the "Quota Act" establishing a minimum
35% quota for each gender among the candidates on electoral lists. If this condition is not 
observed, the list will not be registered. This act concerns elections to the Sejm, to the 
European Parliament and at the local level.
 3rd Congress of Women
Representatives of the Congress of Women invited FEMM Members to participate to the 
International Congress of Women, and the discussion of European Ministers for Equality 
that will take place on 17-18 September 2011, in Warsaw (see the programme in annex)

 Council of Warsaw

The Council of Warsaw has a special position of Plenipotentiary of the President of Warsaw 
to Equal Treatment



3

The delegation met Ms Karolina Malczyk-Rokicinska, the plenipotentiary of the President of 
Warsaw to Equal Treatment and Ms Ewa Malinowska-Grupińska, the President of the 
Council of Warsaw 

Ms Malczyk-Rokicinska informed the delegation about the programme "Warsaw for women". 
The aim of this programme is to find solutions for Warsaw women's concerns based on their 
own expectations and experiences in four areas: working women, "officially" non-working 
women, women 60+ and childcare facilities.

 Government plenipotentiary for Equal Treatment

The delegation met Ms Elzbieta Radziszewska, Government Plenipotentiary for Equal 
Treatment. As described by the Minister herself, her role is a "monitoring minister", acting 
when necessary.
Main issues discussed:

 gender issues and SMEs -forum of good practices for gender
 pay gap
 new antidiscrimination law signed on 22 December 2010 r
 gender stereotypes programmes: Jestem szefowa (I am the female boss), tata w pracy, 

tata w domu (daddy at work, daddy at home), Dziewczyny na politechniki(Girls to 
technical schools)

Wednesday, 18 May, 2011

 Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy

The delegation met Mr Radoslaw Mleczko, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Labor and 
Social Policy
Mr Mleczko reminded the three main areas of interest for the Polish Presidency: demography
and generational solidarity, employment and citizenship partnership.
Main issues discussed:

 pro-family reform: maternity leave extension (currently 20 weeks, fully 
paid) plus additional leave on request, of 6 additional weeks in 2012; 
paternity leave extension from 1 week to 2 weeks from 2012; parental 
leave of the length of maximum 3 years and possibility to reduce working 
hours to facilitate return to work after maternity leave with protection from 
dismissal for 12 months).

 report from EIGE on "Women and economics" was commissioned in the 
context of the implementation of the Beijing Platform.

 Childcare facilities (new law facilitating opening of such structures, 
support from local authorities, legalisation of employing nannies)

 Pension system (mechanism aiming at increasing the employment rate of
55-65 and not only the legal retirement age, financial incentives for 
enterprises organising childcare facilities).

 maternity directive- underlined that the EP proposal would have no 
impact on Polish legislation, which is more advanced than in other Member 
States. The Polish Presidency wishes to continue to work on this issue. An 
informal meeting with the FEMM Chair and rapporteur was proposed.
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 Parliamentary Group of women

A working lunch was hosted by Ms Magdalena Kochan, Chair of the parliamentary group of 
women.. The following Members of the parliamentary group took part in the lunch: 
Magdalena Kochan, Barbara Borys-Damiecka and Iwona Arent. 
The main issues discussed were the women's situation in Poland, the new quota act, the 
political representation of women in Poland.

 Sejm and Senat Committees

The delegation met the Chairs and some members of the relevant Sejm and Senat e
committees:

Social and Family Policy Committee (Polish Sejm)
Chair Sławomir Piechota (PO), 
Vice-Chair Magdalena Kochan (PO), 
Justice and Human Rights Committee (Polish Sejm)
Chair Ryszard Kalisz (SLD)
Committee of Family and Social Policy (Polish Senate)
Chair Mieczysław Augustyn (PO)
Committee of Human Rights, the Rule of Law and Petitions (Polish 
Senate)
Chair Stanisław Piotrowicz (PiS)
Vice-Chair Jacek Swakon (PO)

The meeting was chaired by Ms Magdalena Kochan, Vice-Chair of the Social and Family 
Policy Committee of the Sejm. The main issues discussed were women's situation in Poland, 
women's representation in the judiciary professions, the reform of the pension system.

The delegation also met the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the European Union Affairs Committee 
of the Sejm: 

Rakoczy Stanisław   /PSL/ - chair
Gałażewski Andrzej   /PO/ - vice-chair
Lipiński Dariusz   /PO/  - vice-chair
Siarka Edward   /PiS/ -  vice-chair 

The main issues discussed concerned the priorities of Poland for the forthcoming EU 
Presidency as well as the main challenges being faced by the EU, including the reform of the 
Common Agricultural Policy and the integration of migrant workers.

44.. PPRREESSSS

AA pprreessss rreelleeaassee wwaass iissssuueedd bbyy tthhee CCoommmmiitttteeee CChhaaiirr aatt tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee vviissiitt..

The programme of the visit is attached.
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Directorate-General for Internal Policies
Directorate C - Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs
Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality

Delegation to Warsaw, Poland, 17-18 May 2011

Programme

Tuesday 17 May

9.00- 12.30 Round table with representatives from NGOs: Niebieska Linia, 
Stowarzyszenie na rzecz kobiet i planowania rodziny, Feminoteka, Europejska 
Unia Kobiet

15.00- 16.00 Meeting with representatives of Congress of Women

16.30-17.30 Meeting with Mrs Karolina Malczyk-Rokicinska, the plenipotentiary of 
the President of Warsaw to equal treatment and Mrs Ewa Malinowska-
Grupińska, the President of the Council of Warsaw

18.00-19.00 Meeting with Mrs E. Radziszewska, Government Plenipotentiary for 
Equal Treatment

Wednesday 18 May 

9.00-10.30 Meeting with Mr Radoslaw Mleczko, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of 
Labour and Social Policy

13.00-14.30 Working Lunch with the representatives of the Parliamentary Group of 
Women:
Magdalena Kochan (PO) - MP, Chairwoman of the Parliamentary Group of 
Women
Barbara Borys-Damięcka (PO) – senator 
Iwona Arent- (PiS) - MP

14.30-16.00 Meeting with members of



6

 Social and Family Policy Committee (Polish Sejm)
Chair Sławomir Piechota (PO), 
Vice-Chair Magdalena Kochan (PO), 
 Justice and Human Rights Committee (Polish Sejm)
Chair Ryszard Kalisz (SLD)
 Committee of Family and Social Policy (Polish Senate)
Chair Mieczysław Augustyn (PO)
 Committee of Human Rights, the Rule of Law and Petitions (Polish 

Senate)
Chair Stanisław Piotrowicz (PiS)
Vice-Chair Jacek Swakon (PO)

16.15-17.30 Meeting with members of the European Union Affairs Committee (Polish 
Sejm)
Rakoczy Stanisław   /PSL/ - chair
Gałażewski Andrzej   /PO/ - vice-chair
Lipiński Dariusz   /PO/  - vice-chair
Siarka Edward   /PiS/ -  vice-chair 


