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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s work, both at the policy level and through its funding 
instruments and budget support mechanisms, aimed at stepping up its commitment to 
foster women’s empowerment, particularly by seeking to integrate the priorities and needs 
of women in all key areas of EU external action;

2. Calls on the EEAS to ensure a gender balance when making proposals for positions as 
Heads of Delegation;

3. Invites the Commission and the Member States to take active measures in the framework 
of the CFSP, including the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, to 
promote non-discrimination as regards gender, ethnic origin, disability, age and sexual 
orientation;

4. Stresses the importance of including women and NGOs promoting women’s rights already 
in the drafting phase of EU external policies, particularly by providing training on gender-
related issues in the EEAS and in EU delegations in third countries;

5. Stresses the role of women in leveraging development policies by participating in the 
formulation and implementation of such policies, thereby ensuring that political and 
economic negotiations take women’s interests into account and creating a virtuous circle 
in which women are the driving force behind development policies;

6. Points out that the efforts of women to promote peace are often not recognised, and that 
extreme suffering is inflicted on women in countries at war;

7. States that assistance measures must take into account the specific features of crises and
emergencies, and of countries in which fundamental freedoms are seriously lacking or in 
which NGOs operate under difficult conditions; stresses that particular attention should be 
paid to situations in which women are exposed to physical or psychological violence;

8. Underlines the importance of strengthening women’s role in promoting human rights and 
democratic reform, in supporting conflict prevention and in consolidating political 
participation and representation.


