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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

A. whereas women in Saudi Arabia continue to face many forms of discrimination and 
segregation in private and public life and must obtain permission from a male guardian for 
most basic life decisions;

1. Encourages the commitments made by Saudi Arabia in favour of women (the right to vote 
and stand as candidates in the municipal elections of 2015; nomination of women to the 
Shura Council; the introduction of a law to protect women, children and domestic workers 
from abuse; the granting of licenses allowing women to practice law); asks the EU to 
pursue a dialogue with Saudi Arabia in support of further reforms for better gender 
equality and welfare for women;

2. Welcomes the recent legislation allowing Saudi girls in private schools to play sports;
regrets that girls in public schools are left out;

3. Calls on the Saudi Government to abolish the restrictions on the free movement of 
women, notably the ban on driving, and on their employment opportunities, legal 
personality and representation in judicial processes;

4. Calls on the Saudi authorities to fight against forced and early marriages, which constitute 
a violation of human rights and a barrier to development;

5. Stresses that while Saudi women make up 57 % of the country’s university graduates,
only 18 % of Saudi women over the age of 15 are employed – one of the lowest rates in 
the world; calls for girls to be given the same opportunities of access to primary and 
secondary education as boys;

6. Reminds the Saudi Government of its commitments under the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child;

7. Urges the Saudi authorities to tackle the issue of female migrant domestic workers 
suffering abuse and living in conditions amounting to forced labour or slavery;

8. Calls on the Saudi Government to use its influence as one of the leaders in the Islamic and 
Arab world to defend and promote the integrity, dignity and fundamental rights and 
freedoms of women and girls.


