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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas equal opportunities for men and women and the gender mainstreaming principle 
are expressly stipulated in the regulations governing the Structural Funds as transversal 
dimensions of policy programming and implementation;

B. whereas women are more than twice as likely as men to be economically inactive, despite 
being in the majority when it comes to holding higher education qualifications, and more 
frequently report personal or family reasons for their inactivity;

C. whereas women are at greater risk of extreme poverty than men, and whereas there are 
more women than men employed under precarious conditions, especially in rural areas;

D. whereas, while the evaluations of cohesion policy programmes over the 2007-2013 period
show good overall awareness in the Member States of the gender equality requirement 
when setting up such programmes, they also indicate that gender equality is by no means
effectively integrated into the programmes;

1. Calls on the Member States, in the context of cohesion policy, to develop programmes and 
actions aimed at promoting equal economic independence for women and men by 
levelling out participation in the labour market and addressing the persistent issue of the 
gender pay gap;

2. Calls on the Member States to pay attention to the deferred effects that fiscal 
consolidation may have on women, and to how the effective implementation of cohesion 
policy could be used to minimise these effects;

3. Calls on the Member States and regional and local authorities to develop innovative 
measures and programmes with a view to combating the feminisation of poverty and 
promoting social inclusion, aimed in particular at the most vulnerable groups of women;

4. Calls on the Commission, in cooperation with the European Institute for Gender Equality, 
to further improve Member States’ reporting systems so as to make it possible to assess
the support provided under cohesion policy for progress on gender equality;

5. Calls on the Member States to use the available EU funds more actively to finance the 
development of family-friendly, high-quality, affordable and accessible care facilities 
which allow better reconciliation of work and family life.


