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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to the 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),

A. whereas the judicial authorities of Member States are independent and may determine 
their own interpretation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights,

1. Affirms the need to increase efforts at communicating that the scope of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights does not apply to breaches of fundamental rights unless there is a 
connection to Union law and that only violations of peoples' rights by the Union 
institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and by the Member States when they are 
implementing EU law are covered;

2. Draws attention to the fact that although the Charter promotes the equality of men and 
women and in addition has specific provisions on the maintenance or adoption of 
measures providing for specific advantages in favour of the under-represented sex, 
positive discrimination also creates victims and that it is essential to avoid all types of 
discrimination as it is morally wrong;

3. Calls on the Member States to make active use of civic bodies and relevant NGOs, such as 
women's organisations, as their expertise is invaluable to understand the most contentious 
issues and the situation of the most vulnerable groups in society, identify existing gaps, 
key trends and structural problems in the area of fundamental rights and to fully respect 
national cultures and diversity;

4. Highlights, in the context of fundamental rights and discrimination, the need to bear in 
mind that, hidden behind the veil of neutrality, the conceptual framework and the 
reasoning processes of law may perpetuate stereotypes and can underpin and maintain 
sexual difference instead of dismantling sex-based disadvantages;

5. Requests that in its forthcoming annual reports on the situation of fundamental rights in 
the European Union or in its accompanying documents, the Commission include specific 
data on how many women and how many men wrote the letters, questions and petitions 
received;

6. Calls for an audit of unfulfilled and outstanding pre-accession commitments that result in 
a breach of the Charter of Fundamental Rights by states that entered the EU in 2004 and 
2007.


