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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

- having regard to the European Social Charter, in particular Articles 16, 30 and 31 
thereof, 

- having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and in 
particular Articles 15, 21, 31, 34 and 36 thereof,

- having regard to its resolution of 13 October 2005 on women and poverty in the 
European Union1,

A. whereas extreme poverty is a violation of fundamental rights and a serious attack on 
the human dignity of men and women,

B. whereas the Platform does not take into consideration the specific gender-related 
aspects that affect women and men,

1. Calls on the Union to carry out a comprehensive analysis of poverty and social 
exclusion and to compile the statistics through a qualitative and participative approach 
broken down by gender;

2.  Invites the Commission to clarify the common principles for defining the ‘basket of 
basic goods and services’ in order to guarantee real access to all fundamental rights 
free of discrimination on grounds of gender or social origin;

3. Calls for special attention to be paid to the relationships between parents and children 
in order to prevent children being placed in social care as a result of serious poverty;

4. Calls for the evaluation at the biannual ministerial Round Table on 17 October, 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, to involve the citizens concerned 
from a gender-specific perspective, taking the poorest groups as a reference;

5. Suggests that the measures to combat extreme poverty and promote access to 
fundamental rights should be coordinated by an administrative unit attached to the 
President of the Commission, and that they should take into account the specific 
gender-related aspects;

6. Calls on its President to ask the Agency for Fundamental Rights to carry out a study 
on access by the poorest groups to all of their fundamental rights and on the 
discrimination they face, with the involvement of the organisations within which the 
people facing social exclusion can freely express themselves.

                                               
1 OJ C 233 E, 28.9.2006, p. 130.


