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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas South Sudanese women and girls face the highest maternal mortality rate in the 
world and one in seven women in South Sudan will die during or just after childbirth1; 
whereas the biggest causes of maternal death are from infection and/or haemorrhaging and 
South Sudan faces a grave lack of basic medical equipment and qualified nurses and 
midwives,

B. whereas it is estimated that 48 % of girls aged between 15-19 years are forced into 
marriage in South Sudan and whereas 12-year-old girls have reportedly been forced into 
marriage,

C. whereas the attitude that females are the property of their father or husband is entrenched 
in the dowry system that exists in South Sudan,

D. whereas domestic violence is considered an entrenched social norm throughout South 
Sudan and whereas 82 % of women and 81 % of men believe that a woman should 
tolerate domestic violence and keep the problem within the family2,

1. Welcomes the creation of the first College of Nursing and Midwifery at the Juba teaching 
hospital, but notes that more qualified nurses and midwives are needed to ensure 
significant improvement of maternal health;

2. Urges the South Sudanese authorities to ensure that police and judicial staff are better 
trained to deal with crimes and violence against women;

3. Calls on the South Sudanese authorities to adopt laws which will criminalise all forms of
violence against women as well as the forced marriage of a minor and condemn all 
marriage involving girls under the age of 18 years, guarantee the safety of women and 
ensure the conviction of the perpetrators of crimes;

4. Urges the Commission and the South Sudanese authorities to work with communities and 
women’s organisations to provide and promote sexual and reproductive healthcare for 
girls and women, including access to contraception and HIV/AIDS testing and treatment 
where necessary.

                                               
1 Humanitarian news and analysis, Report on ‘Women’s Security in South Sudan’ 2012.
2 Conflict and Health, March 2013.


