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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to Parliament’s resolution of 3 July 2012 on eCall: a new 112 service for 
citizens1,

1. Stresses that a European action plan for the automotive industry must follow a holistic 
approach, complementing regulation with infrastructure investments and actions to boost 
demand and enhance human capital, promoting a highly skilled workforce; believes, in 
this context, that investments to boost the development of advanced technologies, 
including measures to improve road safety, tackle CO2 and reduce pollutant and noise 
emissions, are vital to sustain competitiveness, growth and the creation of added value and 
jobs in the automotive sector; believes that, in order to ensure the competitiveness of the 
European automotive industries, this action plan should be coordinated with other 
interconnected EU policies;

2. Emphasises that the EU internal market is the most important factor in terms of ensuring a 
healthy future for the automotive industry: firstly, as a market for vehicles, it sets common 
technical standards, on behalf of 500 million consumers, on environmental performance, 
road safety, product safety and noise emissions, and these are valid and important for 
other industries beyond its borders; secondly, it is home to public and private research 
establishments offering cutting-edge research and thus helping to give the automotive 
industry a promising future;

3. Underlines that ambitious investment at European level should be put in place to support 
the proposed strategy, including through the EU Framework Program for Research and 
Innovation – Horizon 2020 – and the European Social Fund; calls for easier access to 
Horizon 2020 funds and stresses the importance of investing in research and innovation in 
order to remain competitive on the global market in all areas of the automotive sector, 
namely in road safety, quality customer service, environmentally-friendly mobility, 
advanced technologies and high added value products; encourages, in addition, the use of 
funds from the European Investment Bank in order to finance such projects;

4. Calls for a legislative framework regulating the automotive sector that is flexible enough 
to react rapidly on and cover all new technological developments and innovations that
underpin the competitiveness of the automotive industry;

5. Underscores the fact that the EU internal market should help advance not only the 
manufacture and sale of vehicle products but also the recyclability of vehicles and vehicle
parts and the raw materials used in them; asks the Commission to develop a European 
framework for the ecological recycling of used cars;

6. Emphasises that the production and finishing of vehicles as an industrial product are at the 
end of a value chain of European supplier industries, including small and medium-sized 

                                               
1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2012)0274.
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component suppliers, and that these upstream industries play an important role in the 
development of the automotive industry and are confronted by the same European-level 
and global challenges; points out that the European automotive suppliers, including SMEs, 
are often key innovators, thereby stimulating the development of European vehicles of the 
future, and also create an important market for spare parts; regrets the difficulties 
experienced by some SMEs in the supply sector in making use of Union programmes and 
funding, and calls for easier access, also through the Competitiveness of Enterprises and 
SMEs (COSME) programme;

7. Believes that the spare parts market merits as much attention as the finished vehicles 
market; stresses that it should be treated on an equal footing, in particular with regard to 
the pooling and managing of product information; notes that the creation of a common 
market for tuning and spare parts is rendered very difficult by diverging national 
regulations; urges, therefore, the Commission to bring forward proposals for harmonising 
and further developing this sector and to widen European standards based on the 
production of certified spare parts and components approved within the EU;

8. Stresses that particular consideration should be given to vehicles of historical interest and 
to the businesses and employees who work on them, seeing that, with the steady rise in the 
number of historic vehicles, their maintenance, use and conservation are important not 
only in terms of culture and tourism but also for the economy; emphasises, however, that 
there should be a restrictive definition of historic vehicles so that, as their numbers 
continue to grow, the potential negative safety and environmental implications related to
historic vehicles that do not meet new-vehicle standards should remain limited;

9. Welcomes the proposal for strengthening the market for alternative fuel and electric 
vehicles, but notes that the development of electro-mobility in Europe is proceeding at a 
sluggish pace; urges that priority is given to the development of appropriate 
infrastructures through adequate investments at European and national level, including 
adequate funding to the Connecting Europe Facility instrument, and through common 
standards for alternative fuels and propulsion systems; calls on the Commission to make 
corresponding legislative proposals where necessary, and asks for the swift adoption of 
the legislative proposal and of a common standard on the recharging interface for electric 
vehicles; emphasises the importance of maintaining a positive attitude towards other 
innovative solutions for powering electric vehicles, such as the fuel-cell technology; 

10. Welcomes the proposal to develop a fuel labelling scheme, providing consumers with 
easy-to-understand information on the compatibility between their vehicles and the fuels 
on offer;

11. Believes that the development of the European automotive industry should retain a 
significant export component but should also focus on boosting domestic demand, through 
public and private investments, through fair competition and by improving European 
citizens’ purchasing power; emphasises that it is necessary for the European automotive 
industry to deliver quality products, and to have a position of technological leadership, 
through innovation in order to be attractive to EU citizens and ensure the sector’s long-
term competitiveness;

12. Calls for stronger coordination of demand-side measures on vehicles and fuels, including 
financial incentives and taxation policy, comprising direct financial support and taxation 
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incentives, including the use of graduated tax schemes; asks the Commission to follow the 
guidelines on financial incentives with more binding actions with a view to ensuring a 
proper level playing field and contributing to the competitiveness of the industry across 
the EU; considers that demand-side measures, but also measures relating to day-to-day 
costs and conditions, should steer consumers towards safer and greener vehicles;

13. Recalls that different kinds of measures to facilitate the purchasing of new and fuel-
efficient, low emission vehicles exist in various Member States; encourages the exchange 
of such good practices; calls on the Member States to consider innovative tax policies in 
order to foster EU citizens to purchase new and environmentally friendly cars; 

14. Recognises the need to tackle structural overcapacity in the automotive sector in the EU in 
a coordinated manner, in order to ensure long-term competitiveness; stresses that each 
vehicle manufacturer is responsible for finding adequate solutions when facing challenges, 
but recognises, at the same time, the importance of effective public intervention to ensure 
that the negative social consequences of any restructuring in the sector are kept to a 
minimum; attaches particular importance to long-term planning for structural change so as 
to ensure that, if labour requirements change, the level of skills will be such as to secure 
employment, and that the transition to new forms of production and business models will 
be gradual; believes that a European framework for anticipating change and softening the 
social impact of restructuring, including a legislative act, is necessary, also in order to 
avoid any distortions to the internal market;

15. Welcomes the existence of the Globalisation Adjustment Fund and the European Social 
Fund and calls for their optimal and targeted use in cases of restructuring in the 
automotive sector, notably for the re-training, re-skilling and re-locating of affected 
workers and for assisting concerned regions;

16. Calls on the Commission to take measures, in cooperation with the Member States, to 
ensure as well a high level of consumer protection, transparency and safety in the second-
hand car market, and to work towards a gradual phasing out of polluting and less safe 
vehicles; commends its recommendation in the roadworthiness testing regulation to 
require mileage recording at each test; considers that initiatives such as the ‘Car Pass’
scheme in Belgium could be encouraged by a European Standard; notes that re-
registration procedures for vehicle transfers must also discourage cross border mileage 
fraud; 

17. Asks the Commission to respond to the problem of misleading consumers through 
unrepresentative information on vehicle fuel consumption and environmental 
performance; supports the planned development of a new driving test-cycle and 
procedures, and calls for these to be introduced without delay;

18. Points to the need for a constructive, transparent and respectful relationship to be 
maintained between the various stakeholders in the motor vehicle industry, in particular 
between manufacturers and their dealers, and for imbalances in favour of the stronger 
party in the relationship, which could have an adverse effect on consumers as well, to be 
avoided;

19. Recalls that regional and local authorities, depending on their competences, have various 
tools for supporting the automotive industry in an active way, notably in the area of 
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promoting electric cars through parking space management and the provision of
administrative support for investment in alternative fuels infrastructures; encourages such 
practices to be exchanged at European level and coordinated effectively; calls for EU 
funds to be used in targeted and optimised way, in accordance with the specific 
development requirements of the region concerned;

20. Requires the Commission and the Member States to put more efforts in road safety, 
bringing forward actions on vehicles, infrastructures and driver behaviour sides; recalls, in 
this context, its resolution of 3 July 2013 calling for a swift adoption of the eCall system 
and containing precise requests regarding data protection, clarity on the responsibilities of 
the several actors involved, technological neutrality, transparency for the consumers; 
recalls, furthermore, its demand for the eCall system to be based on an interoperable and 
open-access platform for possible future in-vehicle optional applications or services 
compliant with safety, security and data protection privacy standards, allowing open 
choice for customers and open access for service providers;

21. Insists that current safety standards, particularly for L-class vehicles, be tightened, and 
that the safety requirements and under-run protective systems for lorries be improved;

22. Confirms its support for a review of the type approval framework, and looks forward to 
collaborating with the Commission and encouraging stakeholder dialogue during this 
process;

23. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to carry out proportionality tests on the 
implementing measures proposed for existing legislative requirements; notes that its 
concerns over the anti-tampering and evaporative emissions requirements on L-category 
vehicles have been explicitly recognised;

24. Urges the Commission to do better in its role as a ‘smart’ and farsighted initiator of 
legislation, so as to offer the industry long-term security, thereby keeping it competitive 
and, as a direct result, affording consumers a greater level of transparency in relation to 
new vehicle products; stresses that the process of setting new and commons standards for 
the automotive industry must in future become more amenable to planning and better 
coordinated, and that it must take account of product cycles;

25. Underlines the importance of international regulatory harmonisation in underpinning the 
global competitiveness of the European car industry; supports the reform of the 1958 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) agreement and the 
development of a system for international whole vehicle type approval (IWVTA); calls on 
the Commission to engage with Parliament more fully to ensure political support from 
global partners to raise the profile of these crucial projects;

26. Deplores the decision of the Conference of Presidents to bar the engagement of MEPs in 
the CARS 2020 discussions; notes that many other representative organisations and 
Member State politicians are involved; demands that the Conference of Presidents review 
this decision in the light of the important proposals on the future of the car industry being 
developed in the CARS 2020 framework; notes that, as any legislation evolving from 
CARS 2020 will be closely examined and approved by the Parliament, participating in 
policy groups does not undermine Parliament’s independence.



AD\1002338EN.doc 7/8 PE510.661v02-00

EN



PE510.661v02-00 8/8 AD\1002338EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 5.9.2013

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

26
1
1

Members present for the final vote Claudette Abela Baldacchino, Adam Bielan, Preslav Borissov, Birgit 
Collin-Langen, Lara Comi, Cornelis de Jong, Małgorzata Handzlik, 
Malcolm Harbour, Philippe Juvin, Hans-Peter Mayer, Franz Obermayr, 
Sirpa Pietikäinen, Phil Prendergast, Zuzana Roithová, Heide Rühle, 
Andreas Schwab, Catherine Stihler, Emilie Turunen, Barbara Weiler

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz, Liem Hoang Ngoc, María Irigoyen Pérez, Pier 
Antonio Panzeri, Olle Schmidt, Olga Sehnalová, Marc Tarabella, Wim 
van de Camp, Patricia van der Kammen


