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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that the European internal market contributes positively to innovation and that 
progress towards an innovation Union, underpinned by coordinated Commission 
initiatives and a strong commitment from the Member States, will generate new 
opportunities for businesses – particularly innovative SMEs – and will strongly support 
job creation and social cohesion and bring about new and sustainable economic growth, as 
well as meet social needs of EU citizens and consumers; welcomes the Commission’s 
broad strategic approach, which combines both demand- and supply-based instruments 
with horizontal and sectoral instruments, and urges the Commission to engage in an open 
dialogue with relevant stakeholders;

2. Stresses the need to enhance, stimulate and secure the financing of research, development 
and innovation in the EU; stresses in particular the need for SMEs and micro-enterprises 
to have access to affordable finance by increasing the scope for participation in different 
innovative projects; stresses the need to eliminate obstacles to cross-border operation of 
venture capital funds within a European regulatory framework and facilitate the listing of 
innovative businesses on stock exchanges; urges the Commission to take appropriate steps 
to improve the functioning of the EU's funding programmes by rewarding enterprises that 
promote innovative projects and by simplifying the complex administrative procedures; 
regrets in particular the lack of funding for crucial instruments for research, innovation 
and development that have already been adopted, such as the Strategic Energy 
Technology Plan (SET-Plan) and the CIP Programme; urges the Commission to facilitate 
access for SMEs and micro-enterprises which adopt innovative approaches;

3. Strongly advocates an eco-innovation action plan centred on SMEs and micro-enterprises 
in urban as well as rural and remote regions; emphasises that green technology innovation 
provides an opportunity to speed up the shift towards a more sustainable economy and 
that high social, environmental and consumer protection standards will encourage 
enterprises, as well as the public sector, to develop innovative solutions to the delivery of 
public services; urges the Commission to take into consideration the above when drawing 
up the final version of the Single Market Act;

4. Stresses the importance of speeding up the simplification of the administrative procedures 
for applying for support from the EU's research and innovation programmes in order to 
increase the participation of enterprises in EU-funded projects; notes that the simplified 
procedures will strengthen SMEs’ capabilities when it comes to designing projects and 
writing proposals, ensure effective and efficient use of public funding and avoid 
expending resources on complex rules, administrative burdens and disproportionate 
controls;

5. Stresses the role of standardisation in the development of innovative products; believes 
that the promised Commission initiative to accelerate and modernise the adoption of 
European standards, particularly the adjustments necessitated by the special dynamics of 
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the ICT sector and improved access to standards for SMEs, will foster innovation,
enabling SMEs to access new markets;

6. Stresses the importance of alternative sources of financing for innovative enterprises 
engaged in research and development, in particular for the financing of projects targeted at 
bringing the results of R&D to market in collaboration with universities and academic 
centres; supports in particular the creation of pan-European venture capital instruments, 
bringing together public and private investment, to create a more effective funding 
environment for high-growth and innovative SMEs, and encourages the Commission to 
work with the EIB, EIF and Member State expert bodies to take this work forward as a 
priority;

7. Urges the Commission and Member States to support the efforts of the public sector to 
adopt innovative approaches and launch the new research programme on innovation in the 
public sector, for example in the fields of e-government, e-health and e-procurement, and 
also disseminate best practices in public administration which will reduce bureaucracy and 
embrace citizen-centred policies; stresses the importance of the public sector in
strengthening public confidence in the internal digital market;

8. Calls on the Commission, Member States and local and regional authorities to encourage 
the use of e-procurement and especially the take up of pre-commercial procurement,
including joint and electronic procurement, whilst paying due attention to compliance 
with data protection rules as an integral part of the EU's innovation strategy; calls in 
particular on the Commission as part of the general review of the legal framework for
public procurement, to clarify and simplify the relevant rules and enable contracting 
authorities to make more transparent  use of pre-commercial procurement; calls also on the 
Commission and Member States to encourage the transparent inclusion of specified and 
veritable social, environmental, fair-trade and innovative criteria in public procurement 
without undermining SMEs’ active engagement in the process of working up new and 
innovative solutions and respecting applicable competition rules;

9. Urges the Commission to come forward with legislative proposals required for the 
creation of a fully functioning Digital Single Market by 2015, as this would significantly 
improve the framework conditions for innovation; stresses that the initiatives must be 
ambitious in particular in key areas such as copyright, e-commerce, including consumer 
policy for e-commerce, and utilisation of public-sector information;

10. Strongly endorses the Commission’s EU Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
programme to identify technology-oriented public-sector challenges and fund R&D 
projects to develop new solutions to both old and emerging problems, and calls on the 
Commission roll this out as a top priority;

11. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to place the completion of the Single 
Market, including measures to promote a Digital Single Market, at the heart of innovation 
policy, as this will deliver better prices and more quality for consumers, support the 
development of innovative products, boost job creation in the EU and generate new EU 
growth opportunities in lead markets;

12. Welcomes the Commission's intention to improve framework conditions for business to 
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innovate, in particular with respect to intellectual property rights and the development of 
the EU patent;

13. Supports the Commission’s willingness to breathe life into neglected intellectual property; 
believes that one way to achieve this could be the creation of a European Fund for Patents, 
which would create patent pools through a system of licences to the benefit of European 
enterprises, especially innovative SMEs;

14. Underlines the importance of a well-functioning Community patent for the creation of an 
internal market for research and innovation;

15. Calls on the Member States to modernise their education systems, particularly in the 
scientific field; encourages greater consultation and closer partnerships between 
businesses and universities in order to ensure that the skills acquired in the course of 
studies correspond as closely as possible to the requirements of the various sectors of the 
economy; stresses that it is important to improve the attractiveness of European higher 
education institutions for researchers and, for that purpose, supports making the European 
‘Marie Curie’ scholarships system permanent, as it plays an essential role in encouraging 
researcher mobility within the European Union;

16. Regrets that academic professionals still encounter obstacles to the free movement of 
workers, such as problems with pension portability; stresses the need to develop a system 
which actively encourages the mobility of researchers and scientists between European 
universities and academic centres; underlines that this would stimulate the sharing of 
knowledge and would be highly beneficial to innovation and to the emergence of a 
European knowledge-based economy;

17. Believes that innovation and creativity are key to the economic recovery of the Union and 
that the importance of converting the Union's scientific and technological breakthroughs 
into new goods and services should not be underestimated; 

18. Recalls that the 3%-of-GDP R&D target is composed of a 2% (private) and 1% (public 
expenditure) share; notes that there are still particular shortcomings in the field of private 
research spending which can only be overcome by adapting the regulatory environment 
for companies, including SMEs; supports in particular the Commission's work to develop 
a new headline indicator based on real innovation performance, as this would be more 
informative than measuring performance against numerical targets;

19. Insists on the importance of achieving a well-functioning European Research Area by 
2014, by establishing an overarching governance structure, progressively aligning national 
programmes, streamlining administration rules and enhancing cross-border mobility of 
researchers.
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