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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls for the Common Strategic Framework to be coherent with the industrial policy and 
to promote coordination between research and innovation programmes and the cohesion 
funds, though not to the detriment of the resources allocated to the funds;

2. Is of the opinion that, on research and innovation, the European Union is falling behind 
larger economies like the USA and Japan, as well as huge emerging ones like China; 
therefore encourages the Commission to propose a Common Strategic Framework which 
should ensure that EU funds on research and innovation are utilised in an effective 
manner; considers that a more integrated approach is needed in order further to develop 
education, research and innovation and to achieve the objective of investing 3 % of GDP 
in research and development;

3. Calls for the Common Strategic Framework to effect administrative simplification through 
the development of a more standardised set of rules covering all participants in EU 
research and innovation programmes; agrees with the Commission that European 
standards are an important step towards bringing research results to the market and for the 
validation of technologies and that they can play this key role only if they keep pace with 
the development of technologies and ever-faster product-development cycles;

4. Underlines the role which standardisation might play in the promotion of research and 
innovation by contributing to competitiveness and offering consumers greater security; 
therefore calls for the importance given to standardisation to be one of the project 
assessment criteria;

5. Believes that innovation and creativity are essential to economic recovery and that the 
importance of converting the Union’s scientific and technological breakthroughs into new 
goods and services cannot be underestimated; expects sufficient funds and new 
investments to be allocated in order to create a genuine single market for knowledge, 
attracting more innovation-friendly businesses and entrepreneurs, creating new 
high-added-value jobs and addressing major societal challenges;

6. Stresses the importance of establishing networks of excellence and of integrating EU 
policies and the strategies launched by the Member States by strengthening the role of 
regional and local governments; takes the view that pooling of Member States’ financial 
resources allocated to research and innovation would bring more added value in terms of 
results, by opening new opportunities for financing large strategic projects;

7. Recommends that the European Institute of Technology should be fully integrated into the 
Common Strategic Framework, with the objective of building a European centre of 
excellence for enterprise and industry which can compete with global academic players in 
nurturing and promoting EU innovation skills and competitiveness while addressing the 
brain drain question, attracting international talent and investing in the knowledge growth 
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economy;

8. Stresses the importance of promoting the establishment of public-private partnerships; 
calls for JTIs to be simplified in order to avoid channelling a large amount of financial 
resources into just a few projects, and calls for the state aid rules to be simplified with
complete transparency and by means of effective, unbureaucratic monitoring procedures, 
so that innovation is not hampered by lengthy processes;

9. Calls for the public sector’s purchasing power to be unleashed in order to stimulate 
innovation through public procurement, including pre-commercial procurement, which 
may enable public authorities to share the risks and benefits with suppliers, without 
involving state aid; stresses the importance of ensuring that contracting authorities respect 
the confidentiality of innovative solutions – especially in terms of know-how – presented 
by tendering companies; proposes the relevant state aid and public procurement rules be 
simplified and made more flexible; calls for a proactive policy, through support and 
training, on legal certainty for public authorities and suppliers who choose innovative 
solutions;

10. Urges the Commission to conduct a financial audit of the EU’s budget priorities for the 
next financial framework and to prioritise European added-value projects capable of 
enhancing EU competitiveness and integration in the areas of research, knowledge and 
innovation;

11. Welcomes the Commission’s intention of improving the framework conditions for 
business to innovate, in particular with respect to intellectual property rights and the 
adoption of the EU patent and European standardisation legislation; underlines the need 
for intellectual property rights to guarantee a balance between exploitation and technology 
transfer and access to, and rapid dissemination of, scientific results; believes that 
assistance with patenting should be given to innovative young enterprises, particularly 
with the establishment of the Community Patent;

12. Is convinced that public spending allocated to research must be subject to qualitative 
assessment as part of the calculation of public expenditure when the mid-term budgetary 
objectives are evaluated;

13. Is of the opinion, therefore, that the European Commission and the Member States should 
recognise the importance of SMEs in boosting innovation in Europe; highlights the fact 
that further measures are needed in order to support SMEs’ research activities and to 
facilitate their participation in EU research and innovation programmes with proper 
information; takes the view that the Commission should improve access to finance and 
allocate part of the research budget to small players, small research institutions, small and 
micro research companies and SMEs run by young people and businesswomen, rewarding 
the establishment of networks or clusters;

14. Calls for new and innovative methods of financing to be tested, such as EU project bonds 
and vouchers for EU innovation, which would allow businesses to spend those resources 
directly at accredited research centres; such vouchers should not be subject to cost 
reporting because their use would be certified by the centres where the vouchers are spent; 
the accreditation centres could be set up on a national or regional basis and validated by a 
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European body such as, for example, the JRC;

15. Recommends that participation in the projects by venture capital funds and non-EU 
entities be rewarded;

16. Underlines the need to simplify procedures and to ensure that the scheme features flexible 
mechanisms in order to keep up with the speed of global change and to enable policy 
priorities to be updated;

17. Regards synergies between national and regional administrations, universities and 
research institutes, companies and SMEs and civil society as essential to the successful 
alignment of research and society’s needs; stresses the need to develop a system which 
actively encourages the mobility of researchers and scientists between European 
universities and academic centres, also by facilitating mutual recognition of their 
professional qualifications and guaranteeing pension portability; underlines that this 
would stimulate knowledge-sharing and would be highly beneficial to innovation and to 
the emergence of a European knowledge-based economy;

18. Calls for the role of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) as an internal supplier of scientific 
and economic analyses for development policy in line with the Europe 2020 strategy to be 
strengthened; takes the view that the JRC’s contribution to innovation under the 
Framework Programme should include enhanced cooperation with industry;

19. Takes the view, bearing in mind the fact that the EU is the largest market in the world and 
that the world economy is becoming more and more knowledge-intensive, that the 
different EU instruments for research and innovation should constantly adapt and respond 
to market developments, taking into account the consumer perspective;

20. Proposes that the Commission should find concrete benchmarks to measure innovation 
performance and progress for all the different EU instruments of research and innovation; 
believes that there is a need to enhance the dissemination of information and the results 
achieved from different funding programmes and projects in order to improve 
understanding of the innovation process and to reduce the gap between European citizens 
and scientific and technological development;

21. Calls for the simplification and streamlining of rules and procedures in the European 
Research Area (ERA) landscape, given the existence of numerous instruments;

22. Recalls that the 3 % of GDP R&D target is composed of a 2 % (private) and 1 % (public 
expenditure) share; notes that there are still particular shortcomings in the field of private 
research spending which can only be overcome by adapting the regulatory environment 
for companies, including SMEs; supports in particular the Commission’s work on 
developing a new headline indicator based on the service delivery of innovation as this 
would be more informative than measuring performance against numerical targets;

23. Welcomes the EU Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) programme whose 
purpose is to identify technology-oriented public sector challenges and fund R&D projects 
in order to develop new solutions to both old and emerging problems;
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