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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines the interdependence between the Chinese and the EU markets, and the need 
for a level playing field where protectionism is avoided; notes the progress made by China 
towards opening up its markets; stresses, however, the need to address ‘behind the border 
measures’ in China, which hamper the business climate for European businesses; takes the 
view, while continuing along the WTO track, that a free trade agreement (FTA) with 
China could improve trade relations and would have a positive impact on both sides;
insists on the fact that an agreement at WTO level should be a priority for the EU;

2. Highlights the importance of the EU-China High-Level Economic and Trade Dialogue; 
calls for the EU and China to meet twice each year to strengthen their bilateral
relationship through dialogue and achieve concrete results in the areas of, inter alia,
investments, provision of services, intellectual property rights, public procurement, 
product safety, compliance with rules on trademarks, access to raw materials standards 
and tariff barriers as well as non-tariff barriers; calls on the Commission to further 
emphasise the problems European businesses experience in China in relation to
bureaucratic red tape, human resource issues and market access;

3. Emphasises the need to adopt a balanced approach towards China; calls on the 
Commission and Member States to build up extensive cooperation with China in areas of 
joint research such as product safety and human health, and to establish further scientific, 
technological and cultural exchanges;

4. Regrets that the investment climate in China lacks transparency and that discriminatory 
requirements still exist; calls for a bilateral investment agreement with China, aiming at 
increased market access for investments, starting with the most restricted sectors; 
emphasises the need to facilitate trade and investment, especially for SMEs; points out the 
importance of coordination between central and local authorities in China; highlights the 
fact that China is the largest source of imports for the EU and is the EU’s second-largest 
export market, with both imports and exports having increased by over 30 per cent 
between 2009 and 2010;

5. Is concerned that due to the lack of a freely accessible commercial register there is a 
shortage of trustworthy information about commercial partners in China; emphasises the 
importance of reliable information as an essential condition for a good business climate;

6. Is concerned at the high level of counterfeiting and piracy and the low level of IPR 
enforcement in China, which both hampers innovation in the EU and significantly affects 
consumer safety; calls on both the Commission and the Member States to step up 
discussions with China on the effective enforcement of IPR, including at regional and 
local levels; highlights the discriminatory formal requirements imposed on foreign 
enterprises, preventing them from effectively defending their rights and patents in China; 
is of the opinion that the protection of intellectual property rights of international firms by 
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the Chinese authorities is essential for the growth of trade between the EU and China and 
welcomes the efforts made; considers that the export of high-tech products from the EU 
could constitute an area of exponential growth facilitated by China’s need for these 
products and the EU’s ability to manufacture them;

7. Emphasises the need for improved access to public procurement markets; is concerned 
about the comparatively more protectionist Chinese policies and legislation on public 
procurement; emphasises that the EU must maintain its pressure on China, with its 
emerging markets, particularly as regards its prompt accession to the WTO Government 
Procurement Agreement (GPA), so as to ensure that public procurement procedures 
comply with international standards and to establish predictable conditions for 
subcontractors; supports the Commission’s review of the measures needed to ensure a 
level playing field in terms of fair access to procurement procedures in third countries for 
EU businesses and vice versa; stresses, however, that these measures must be such that 
they do not lead to the inappropriate new partitioning of the market, which could have 
negative repercussions on European industry and the EU’s global trade relations;

8. Is concerned that ever more specific national standards and certification procedures are 
being introduced, creating new technical barriers to trade; stresses the need for the EU to 
engage in discussions with China and to integrate China into the decision-making process 
when developing future international standards, in order to avoid different standards being 
used as de facto barriers to trade; stresses that the business licence application process in 
China is slow, and sees it as a tool used by China to slow down the establishment and 
expansion of foreign companies in a number of sectors; emphasises the need for the 
simplification of this procedure; welcomes the efforts made by China in aligning national 
standards with international standards;

9. Is concerned about China’s restrictive policies and its dominant position on the market for 
several raw materials which are crucial to the functioning of the European economy; calls 
on the Commission to constantly monitor and address at regional, multilateral and 
bilateral levels the gap between supply and demand of critical raw materials and rare 
earth, and to further engage in a dialogue with China on China’s use of WTO rules to 
enforce a quota on rare earths, which are in fact not endangered natural resources; insists, 
in particular, on the need for China to respect WTO rules regarding access to raw 
materials, as confirmed by the WTO ruling on 5 July 2011, and rules regarding access to 
rare earth; stresses the need for a common European approach in the field of raw materials 
in order to strengthen political pressure and to ensure that companies within the EU have 
equal access to essential resources for their production activities;

10. Calls on the Commission to carry out an in-depth analysis of the impact of exchange rates 
on the EU-China trade balance; supports China in taking further steps towards full 
convertibility of the Chinese Yuan;

11. Highlights a number of reports commissioned by the EU institutions in which partisan and 
derogatory language is often used to describe China’s internal and global economic 
activity1; stresses the need to adopt a constructively critical dialogue whilst respecting 

                                               
1 DG EXPO, ‘China in Africa: A Critique’, Policy Briefing (October 2010), PE 449.518, p. 10 - ‘The Chinese 
economic presence has spread through Africa like an oil slick.’ 
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cultural idiosyncrasies and differences in political organisation.
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