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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that industrial policy has moved to the centre of political attention in 
the EU; stresses that a solid real economy with a strong industrial base is essential for a 
wealthy, competitive and economically successful Union, and serves as the best cure for 
recession;

2. Takes an essentially critical view of the Commission’s selective commitment to six 
priority markets for investment and innovation; lays much greater stress on the 
importance of improving the framework conditions for R&D and the central role of start-
up businesses and SMEs as drivers of European innovation. 

3. Believes that it is essential to increase Europe’s research and development capacity
significantly in order to encourage innovation and boost European competitiveness;

4. Stresses the importance of developing the sustainability of our economy so as to achieve 
the objectives of the EU 2020 strategy, and calls for sustainability to form a key element 
of European industrial policy; notes the need to encourage environmentally friendly 
production processes, ensure that consumer goods have longer lifetimes, encourage 
recycling and further improve the energy efficiency of goods produced in the internal 
market.

5. Finds that industrial production in outlying areas of the EU is declining dramatically; 
calls on the Commission to take steps to promote the even distribution of industrial 
production across Europe;

6. Takes the view that only a proactive, integrated industrial policy, based on research, 
innovation and a single market and that links various policy fields and resource efficiency
stratagems – including consumer policy and labour market policy – can create favourable 
economic conditions for companies in the EU to improve their competitiveness, and 
looks forward to welcoming the Roadmap for reform of the Internal Market for industrial 
products;

7. Take the view that preserving existing manufacturing capacity in times of crisis is a basic 
requirement for any industrial policy; believes that this can only be achieved by means of
pre-emptive action and restructuring measures introduced with the full and active 
involvement of employees;

8. Recalls the role of investments in stimulating innovation and fostering growth, and 
stresses the need for more support to entrepreneurship in terms of better business 
conditions;

9. Calls on the Commission to put forward proposals for a European cluster policy in the 
form of cooperation between connected companies, suppliers, service providers and 
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research centres; points out that while such policies have existed for a long time at 
regional and national level – and while their strengths have so far only been promoted 
politically at this level – they have contributed to competition between economies at 
European level as well; believes that the benefits to be gained from the joint use of 
resources and expertise for companies, employees and regions also at European level 
would be one way of promoting more balanced development of industry and trade;

10. Regards a clear and stable legal framework as a basic prerequisite for encouraging 
growth, and as an additional and important reason for improving the European legislation 
on market supervision with a view to ensuring product safety and fair trading conditions; 

11. Underlines the crucial importance of appropriate legislation for a successful industry 
policy and of the need to avoid long-term measures which distort competition, in 
particular through the exertion of disproportionate direct financial influence;

12. Points out that the internal market still has enormous, untapped potential to boost 
competitiveness and qualitative growth in the EU, and therefore urges the Commission 
and the Member States to accelerate their efforts to remove remaining barriers, to the 
benefit of EU consumers, employees and companies, particularly SMEs; underlines,
furthermore, that forecasting and financing tools (insurance, payment guarantees, etc.) 
must be created and reinforced in order to enable SMEs to develop at international level;

13. Points out that industrial manufacturing processes are increasingly knowledge-based and 
that the strength of industry therefore depends, to a crucial extent, on well-trained 
specialists; calls, therefore, for close coordination between industrial policy and training;

14. Calls on the Commission to support the development of national investment banks for 
SMEs, and to take action to enable existing investment banks for SMEs to expand their 
operations in other Member States, in accordance with the conditions in place in those 
Member States, as a means to boost industrial production;

15. Urges the EU and the Member States to press ahead with full implementation of the 
Small Business Act, which provides a coherent framework for measures to promote the 
growth of SMEs, and which should play a vital role in the EU’s new, strong industrial 
policy;

16. Takes the view that worsening resource scarcity is not only a sustainability issue, but 
increasingly a key competitiveness issue for Europe and its companies; highlights the 
importance of resource efficiency as the vital guiding principle for the European 
reindustrialisation agenda; calls in this respect

– for the full and ambitious implementation of the Commission Roadmap to a 
Resource Efficient Europe;

– for mainstreaming of the notion of cascading use of resources into all relevant 
policies, ensuring our scarce raw materials are used to their full potential;

– on the Commission and the Member States to develop and subsequently deploy a 
method of resource accounting that is to be integrated in EU and national budgets in 
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all chapters (each corresponding to an activity), which in turn may be broken down 
into articles, and those in turn, where necessary, into items, to ensure efficient 
integration of resource efficiency considerations in the policymaking;

17. Recognises the importance of traceability of productions when it comes to empowering
consumers with tools for a more informed purchasing choice and to acknowledging local 
production enterprises for the know-how acquired over centuries;

18. Takes the view that industrial policy should include strategic objectives that are of crucial 
importance for competitiveness, such as the creation of efficient and interconnected 
transport infrastructures, a highly developed digital network and a European energy 
policy;   

19. Considers that encouraging and mobilising significant investment in research geared 
towards structural and product innovation is an essential prerequisite for any industrial 
policy; 

20. Considers that European industrial growth can only be achieved by means of an 
investment plan accompanied by robust measures to facilitate access to credit; 

21. Underlines that industrial policy should be guided by the principle of ‘equal pay for equal 
work’, in order to ensure both gender equality at the workplace and equal terms for 
employees on different types of contract;

22. Believes that further development of the freedom of movement for workers, through the 
use of instruments such as mutual recognition of professional qualifications and life-long 
training, in particular for vulnerable workers, has great potential for mitigating the 
shortage of skilled labour and for triggering inclusive growth;

23. Acknowledges that dual training contributes significantly to qualitative industrial 
production and sustainable growth in Europe, and calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to promote this area further and to establish it throughout Europe;

24. Calls on the Member States to implement, as soon as possible the directive on combating 
late payment, as this affects manufacturing firms in particular;

25. Encourages further exploitation of the potential of the 98/34 notification procedure, and 
suggests that the Member States introduce competitiveness proofing in impact 
assessments conducted at the drafting stages of national legislative processes, in the wider 
framework of the ‘Single Market Test’ asked for in its resolution of 7 February 2013 with 
recommendations to the Commission on the governance of the Single Market;

26. Stresses the importance of communicating with the European citizens about the key role 
of industrial policy in order to encourage economic growth in Europe.

27. Stresses that a strong industrial policy must be accompanied by action to optimise our 
products’ market position, and that it is therefore essential to place emphasis on product 
quality; stresses, also, the need to maintain, upgrade and develop the craft skills base in 
Europe;
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28. Stresses the contribution made by companies producing high-end goods and services to 
growth, employment and competitiveness in the European Union, given that this sector 
accounts for 3 % of EU GDP, has an annual turnover of over EUR 400 billion and 
generates almost 1.5 million direct and indirect jobs in Europe, according to the 
Commission’s Staff Working Document on the Competitiveness of the European High-
End Industries published on 26 September 2012;

29. Is in favour of better coordination of company tax systems in the EU through the 
introduction of harmonised tax bases;
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