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Amendment 1
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to 
the development of a highly competitive 
social market economy and the promotion 
of social and territorial cohesion in the 
Union; stresses here that it is important to 
reinforce the social dimension of the 
internal market by taking better account of 
the special nature of SSGI, with emphasis 
on a pragmatic approach in which the 
accessibility, universality, quality and 
efficiency of such services are the prime 
considerations;

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to 
the development of a highly competitive 
social market economy and the promotion 
of economic, social and territorial cohesion 
in the Union; stresses here that it is 
important to reinforce the social dimension 
of the internal market by taking better 
account of the special nature of SSGI, with 
emphasis on a pragmatic approach in 
which the accessibility, universality, 
fairness, quality and efficiency of such 
services are the prime considerations;

Or. pt

Amendment 2
Olle Schmidt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to 
the development of a highly competitive 

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to 
the development of a highly competitive 
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social market economy and the promotion 
of social and territorial cohesion in the 
Union; stresses here that it is important to 
reinforce the social dimension of the 
internal market by taking better account of 
the special nature of SSGI, with emphasis 
on a pragmatic approach in which the 
accessibility, universality, quality and 
efficiency of such services are the prime 
considerations;

social market economy and the promotion 
of social and territorial cohesion in the 
Union; stresses here that it is important to 
reinforce the social dimension of the 
internal market; emphasises a pragmatic 
approach in which the accessibility, 
universality, quality and efficiency of such 
services are the prime considerations;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Malcolm Harbour

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to
the development of a highly competitive 
social market economy and the promotion 
of social and territorial cohesion in the 
Union; stresses here that it is important to 
reinforce the social dimension of the 
internal market by taking better account 
of the special nature of SSGI, with 
emphasis on a pragmatic approach in 
which the accessibility, universality, 
quality and efficiency of such services are 
the prime considerations;

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a role in 
implementation of the principles set out in 
Article 3 of the Treaty on European Union 
(TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU), and in the development of a 
highly competitive social market economy; 
stresses here that it is important to 
recognise the social dimension of the 
single market and of SSGIs;

Or. en
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Amendment 4
Andreas Mölzer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to 
the development of a highly competitive 
social market economy and the promotion 
of social and territorial cohesion in the 
Union; stresses here that it is important to 
reinforce the social dimension of the 
internal market by taking better account of 
the special nature of SSGI, with emphasis 
on a pragmatic approach in which the 
accessibility, universality, quality and 
efficiency of such services are the prime 
considerations;

1. Considers that social services of general 
interest (SSGI) play a comprehensive role 
in implementation of the principles set out 
in Article 3 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Articles 9 and 14 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), particularly with regard to 
the development of a highly competitive 
social market economy and the promotion 
of social and territorial cohesion in the 
Union; stresses here that it is important to 
reinforce the social dimension of the 
internal market by taking better account of 
the special nature of SSGI, with emphasis 
on a pragmatic approach in which the 
accessibility, universality, quality and 
efficiency of such services are constantly 
reviewed;

Or. de

Amendment 5
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Points out that social services are 
designed to respond to vital human needs, 
in particular the needs of users in 
vulnerable position as well as people with 
disabilities; underlines the preventive and 
socially cohesive role of the services, 
which are addressed to the whole 
population regardless of wealth or 
income; believes, therefore, that the 



PE458.561v02-00 6/23 AM\859198EN.doc

EN

dynamic nature of the services demands 
their exclusion from the internal market 
rules;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Reiterates the fact that SSGI are 
constantly evolving in response to new 
economic, social, institutional and 
technological developments; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
continue the process of modernising the 
infrastructure, the organisation and the 
financing of services of general interest in 
light of constant changes in the internal 
market and the essential needs of 
European citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 7
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Subheading 1 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses the importance of involving 
political and institutional players, civil 
society and stakeholders, promoting a 
holistic appproach to services of general
interest that takes account of Europe's 
citizens and of SMEs, which are often 
overlooked in this area of the European 
social economy; 
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Or. pt

Amendment 8
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up a 
European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it
accessible in all the EU official languages;

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up a 
European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI and to draw up 
a methodology which is better adapted to 
authorities running public services and to 
operators and is comprehensible, directly 
applicable and accessible in all the EU 
official languages;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Olle Schmidt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up 

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to further develop the idea of 
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a European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it 
accessible in all the EU official languages;

setting up a European social services 
observatory to collect information from 
various sources in the Member States and 
to promote good practice at European, 
national, regional and local level; also calls 
on the Commission to update the website 
on questions and answers concerning 
SSGI, making it accessible in all the EU 
official languages; asks the Commission to 
develop a general and voluntary 
European quality framework for public
and private businesses providing SSGIs, 
in order to ensure fair competition and 
higher quality;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Malcolm Harbour

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up 
a European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it 
accessible in all the EU official languages;

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should recognise their importance; 
asks the Commission, therefore, to collect 
information from various sources in the 
Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it 
accessible in all the EU official languages;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Toine Manders

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up 
a European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it 
accessible in all the EU official languages;

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore if setting up a 
European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States would be an adequate 
tool and to promote good practice at 
European, national, regional and local 
level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it 
accessible in all the EU official languages;
highlights in general that, in order to 
create a better understanding for and of 
the functioning of the European 
institutions, European citizens should 
have the possibility to have all kinds of 
online information adequately translated 
via accessible and easy-in-use online 
translation machines, so they can enjoy 
reading the desired information in their 
own language;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Andreas Mölzer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 

2. Considers that, given the place which 
these services have in Europe, especially 
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against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up a 
European social services observatory to
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level; also calls on the Commission to 
update the website on questions and 
answers concerning SSGI, making it 
accessible in all the EU official languages;

against a background of economic crisis, 
the EU should do more to promote their 
importance; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to explore the idea of setting up a 
European social services observatory to 
collect information from various sources in 
the Member States and to promote good 
practice at European, national, regional and 
local level and to draw up a 
corresponding cost assessment; also calls 
on the Commission to update the website 
on questions and answers concerning 
SSGI, making it accessible in all the EU 
official languages;

Or. de

Amendment 13
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Stresses the interest for a better 
understanding of common concepts 
regarding the quality of SSGI of the 
voluntary European quality framework 
for social services adopted in 2010 by the 
Social Protection Committee; wishes to 
see a definition of the common 
coordination instruments, with a view to 
optimising the use of this voluntary 
framework and exchanging best practices 
with the aim of determining comparable
quality indicators;

Or. fr
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Amendment 14
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Calls on the Commission to continue 
its efforts to identify the specific 
characteristics of social services of 
general interest and to find a common 
accepted definition of services of general 
interest, while fully respecting the 
responsibilities of the member States and 
taking into account the distinctive and 
individual ways in which these services 
are tailored across Europe;

Or. en

Amendment 15
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the quality of social services 
and making them more effective; 
considers, therefore, that discussion is 
required with a focus on the relationship 
between public procurement rules and 
SSGI, particularly with regard to new 
management approaches such as in-house 
procurement and increased emphasis on 
quality criteria in the tender selection 
process;

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the quality of social services 
and making them more effective; 
considers, therefore, that discussion is 
required with a focus on the relationship 
between public procurement rules and 
SSGI, particularly with regard to new 
management approaches such as in-house 
procurement and increased emphasis on 
quality criteria in the tender selection 
process, ensuring the participation of 
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SMEs on an equal footing; 

Or. pt

Amendment 16
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the quality of social services 
and making them more effective; 
considers, therefore, that discussion is 
required with a focus on the relationship 
between public procurement rules and 
SSGI, particularly with regard to new 
management approaches such as in-house 
procurement and increased emphasis on 
quality criteria in the tender selection 
process;

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the continuity and quality of 
social services and making them more 
effective; considers, therefore, that 
discussion is required on the clarification 
of concepts, especially regarding the 
notion of mandating, as well as on the 
relationship between public procurement 
rules and SSGI, particularly with regard to 
management approaches such as in-house 
procurement, cooperation between local 
authorities and any other form of public-
public partnership or increased emphasis 
on quality criteria in the tender selection 
process; advocates encouraging the
inclusion in calls for tenders of such 
qualitative criteria, especially in the social 
and environmental fields and in the 
context of fair trade; calls for the specific 
status of non-profit providers to be taken 
into account and maintained; calls for 
greater encouragement and support for 
the provision of SSGI by social economy 
enterprises; 

Or. fr
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Amendment 17
Olle Schmidt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the quality of social services 
and making them more effective; 
considers, therefore, that discussion is 
required with a focus on the relationship 
between public procurement rules and 
SSGI, particularly with regard to new 
management approaches such as in-
house procurement and increased 
emphasis on quality criteria in the tender 
selection process;

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the quality of social services 
and making them more effective; 
considers, therefore, that discussion is 
required with a focus on the relationship 
between public procurement rules and 
SSGI;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Malcolm Harbour

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, based on 
preserving the quality of social services
and making them more effective; 
considers, therefore, that discussion is 

3. Draws attention to the substantial 
proportion of total employment in the EU, 
and of public financing in the Member 
States, that is accounted for by SSGI; 
believes that, against a background of 
economic and budgetary crisis, a balanced 
approach needs to be adopted, and public 
procurement rules must be clarified, 
particularly with regard to new 
management approaches such as in-house 
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required with a focus on the relationship 
between public procurement rules and 
SSGI, particularly with regard to new 
management approaches such as in-house 
procurement and increased emphasis on 
quality criteria in the tender selection 
process;

procurement and increased emphasis on 
quality criteria in the tender selection 
process;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Believes that a high quality of social 
services is essential to achieve the 
fundamental objectives of the European 
Union, therefore calls on the Commission 
to develop a framework which would 
serve as minimum guidelines for high 
quality standards, accessibility and 
affordability of social services for the 
benefit of all European citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Olle Schmidt

Draft opinion
Subheading 3 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

Draws the attention to the rules 
regulating competition for service 
providers; emphasizes the importance of 
taking these rules into account while 
applying competition rules for public and 
private businesses providing SSGI; 
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regrets that SSGI are not included in the 
scope of the Services Directive;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission’s guide on the 
application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU; considers it essential to 
move forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission’s guide on the 
application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI, but recalls that this is not sufficient, 
as the rules raise problems for numerous 
players; calls on the Commission to 
simplify these rules; notes the proposals 
made in the Monti report, especially those 
concerned with the application of Article 
14 TFEU and Protocol 26 to that Treaty; 
calls on the Commission to propose, as 
soon as possible, legislation clearly 
defining SSGI on the basis of 
fundamental rights rathr than economic 
considerations and strengthening the 
principles of subsidiarity and local 
autonomy; calls for an extension of the 
category of SSGI exempted from 
notification with regard to state aids 
without considering thresholds, following 
the examples of hospitals and subsidised 
housing; draws attention to the long-
standing dialogue with the stakeholders 
on this subject, and calls on the 
Commission to act; calls, in the context of 
a revision of the directives on public 
contracts, for clarification regarding the 
rules from which SSGI are exempted, as 
well as of the notion of 'clear crossborder 
interest' in the light of the often local 
dimension of SSGI activities;; calls on the 
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Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

Or. fr

Amendment 22
Olle Schmidt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission's guide on 
the application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU; considers it essential to 
move forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; notes the 
proposals made in the Monti report, 
especially those concerned with a sector-
based approach to use of Article 14 TFEU; 
considers it essential to move forward with 
a pragmatic approach enabling the real 
problems, and potential solutions to them, 
to be identified; calls on the Commission, 
in association with Parliament and the 
Council, to carry out in-depth research into 
the functioning of a pilot SSGI sector such 
as that of services to the elderly, which, in 
future, will have a major role to play; takes 
note of the fact that EU will face 
substantial demographic changes in near 
future;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission's guide on 
the application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU; considers it essential to 
move forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; considers it 
essential to move forward with a pragmatic 
approach enabling the real problems, and 
potential solutions to them, to be identified; 
calls on the Commission, in association 
with Parliament and the Council, to carry 
out in-depth research into the functioning 
of a pilot SSGI sector such as that of 
services to the elderly, which, in future, 
will have a major role to play;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Malcolm Harbour

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes 
the updating of the Commission's guide on 
the application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU; considers it essential to 
move forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
situation affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission’s guide on the 
application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and single market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU; considers it essential to 
move forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
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depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

depth research into the functioning of an
SSGI sector such as that of services to the 
elderly, which, in future, will have a major 
role to play;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Toine Manders

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission's guide on the 
application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU; considers it essential to 
move forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

4. Emphasises the need to clarify the legal 
uncertainties affecting SSGI; welcomes the 
updating of the Commission's guide on the 
application of EU state aid, public 
procurement and internal market rules to 
SSGI; notes the proposals made in the 
Monti report, especially those concerned 
with a sector-based approach to use of 
Article 14 TFEU and those calling for 
more use of regulations in stead of 
directives; considers it essential to move 
forward with a pragmatic approach 
enabling the real problems, and potential 
solutions to them, to be identified; calls on 
the Commission, in association with 
Parliament and the Council, to carry out in-
depth research into the functioning of a 
pilot SSGI sector such as that of services to 
the elderly, which, in future, will have a 
major role to play;

Or. en

Amendment 26
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Believes a legislative package needs to 
be introduced including a regulatory 
framework for economic services of 
general interest, on the basis of Article 14 
TFEU, defiining services of general 
interest and delimiting the impact of 
market rules. These rules should 
distinguish clearly between economic and 
non-economic services of general interest 
and should, simultaneously, consolidate 
and clarify the general principles and 
common conditions for the operationality 
of such services.  

Or. pt

Amendment 27
Olle Schmidt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Asks Member States ensure that the 
quality requirements are met by public 
and private businesses providing SSGI ; 
calls on the Commission to gather 
information on national quality 
requirements in addition to information 
on good practices in Member States

Or. en

Amendment 28
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses the need to further analyse 
the relationship between the application 
of Community law in the area of internal 
market, competition, state aid and public 
procurement and social services of 
general interest in view of the social aims 
of the European Union; Believes that 
reform of procurement and state-aid rules 
is needed in order to introduce social 
quality criteria, which do not undermine 
the legitimate social and economic 
objectives of the Member States and of the 
Union;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Welcomes the Commission's initiative 
to improve transparency and awareness in 
the field of state aid, public procurement, 
public-private partnership and concession 
by developing communication tools in the 
field of social services; However, a 
number of issues are still pending and 
rules need to be adapted accordingly to 
the needs of local authorities and small 
providers, therefore the Commission 
should continue to provide a clear legal 
foundation and information on the 
application of EU rules, with the aim that 
services of general interest are capable of 
fulfilling their mission and contribute to a 
better quality of life for European 
citizens;

Or. en
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Amendment 30
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the range of public-
service models in Europe and the fact that 
observance of the principle of subsidiarity 
is therefore a further consideration which 
should inform discussions aimed at 
clarifying the link between the European 
level and local and national levels.

5. Draws attention to the range of public-
service models in Europe and the fact that 
observance of the principle of subsidiarity 
is therefore a further consideration which 
should inform discussions aimed at 
clarifying the link between the European 
level and local, regional and national 
levels.

Or. pt

Amendment 31
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the range of public-
service models in Europe and the fact that 
observance of the principle of subsidiarity 
is therefore a further consideration which 
should inform discussions aimed at 
clarifying the link between the European 
level and local and national levels.

5. Draws attention to the range of public-
service models in Europe and the fact that 
observance of the principle of subsidiarity 
is therefore a further consideration which 
should inform discussions aimed at 
clarifying the link between the European 
level and local and national levels in the 
sense that SSGI should remain under the 
competence of national public authorities 
and preserve their universal character.

Or. en
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Amendment 32
Malcolm Harbour

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the range of public-
service models in Europe and the fact that 
observance of the principle of subsidiarity 
is therefore a further consideration which
should inform discussions aimed at 
clarifying the link between the European 
level and local and national levels.

5. Draws attention to the range of public-
service models in Europe and the fact that 
observance of the principle of subsidiarity 
should be at the centre of further 
considerations regarding social services.

Or. en

Amendment 33
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses the importance of closer 
cooperation between providers and 
stakeholders in the context of SSGI, and 
of greater user involvement with a view to 
improving the definition of expectations 
and improving quality;

Or. fr

Amendment 34
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Points out that a wide range of social 
services have been excluded from the 



AM\859198EN.doc 23/23 PE458.561v02-00

EN

scope of the directive on services in the 
internal market; hopes the Commission 
will soon draw up a balance-sheet 
concering the transposition of those 
exclusion measures, with particular 
reference to Member States' 
interpretation of the concepts of 'charity', 
'persons in need' and 'providers mandated 
by the state'; 

Or. fr


