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Amendment 1
Liem Hoang Ngoc

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact 
of ageing societies on labour markets, 
savings and consumption patterns and 
public expenditure in the years to come, to 
shift from direct taxation further to 
indirect taxation.

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment 2
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact 
of ageing societies on labour markets, 
savings and consumption patterns and 
public expenditure in the years to come, to 
shift from direct taxation further to 
indirect taxation;

1. Notes that, given the impact of ageing 
societies on labour markets, savings and 
consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, and also 
in the context of the economic and 
financial crisis affecting the EU, there is 
now a shift going on from direct taxation 
to indirect taxation, and that this means 
that VAT is now a key instrument of 
macroeconomic policy;

Or. pt

Amendment 3
Anna Maria Corazza Bildt
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines that, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, the 
added-value of further shifting from direct 
to indirect taxation is being debated; 
stresses however that such decisions on 
fiscal policy should remain national;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact
of ageing societies on labour markets, 
savings and consumption patterns and 
public expenditure in the years to come, to
shift from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Is aware of the current tendency to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation; underlines that indirect taxation 
unequally affects the poorest people in 
society.

Or. en

Amendment 5
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, 
savings and consumption patterns and 
public expenditure in the years to come, to 

1. Underlines that indirect taxation is no 
substitute for direct taxation, the latter 
having to be based on the principle of 
progressivity, to which flat rates and lack 
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shift from direct taxation further to 
indirect taxation.

of generalised automatic information 
exchange are detrimental

Or. en

Amendment 6
Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines that the impact of ageing 
societies on labour markets, savings and 
consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come may 
present challenges for our existing tax 
structure;

Or. da

Amendment 7
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines that the negative impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns is also likely to 
affect public revenue from direct taxation; 
therefore considers that a more robust and 
efficient VAT system will be all the more 
necessary in the years to come;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Liem Hoang Ngoc
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines that whilst indirect taxation, 
and VAT in particular, is one of the key 
own resources for the Union budget, it is 
an unfair form of taxation on account of 
its particularly low redistributive effect; 
considers nonetheless, given the impact 
that ageing societies could have on labour 
markets, savings and consumption patterns 
and public expenditure in the years to 
come, that any reduction in revenue 
caused by a change in VAT systems 
should be counterbalanced by an 
equivalent increase in direct tax receipts, 
in order to make up for the income 
shortfall in own resources for the EU 
budget;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation, but considers that VAT rates 
should nonetheless not be raised.

Or. lt

Amendment 10
Juozas Imbrasas
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation, but considers that VAT rates 
should nonetheless not be raised.

Or. lt

Amendment 11
Toine Manders

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to shift 
from direct taxation further to indirect 
taxation.

1. Underlines the need, given the impact of 
ageing societies on labour markets, savings 
and consumption patterns and public 
expenditure in the years to come, to give 
consideration to a shift in taxation, for 
example excise, where a low rate could be 
applied on a very broad basis;

Or. nl

Amendment 12
Marielle Gallo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 – point 1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

(1) Emphasises that, in the context of the 
economic and financial crisis, the tax 
reform should make the greatest possible 
contribution to attaining the objectives of 
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the Europe 2020 strategy.

Or. fr

Amendment 13
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. calls for a Green VAT strategy to be 
devised, centred on reduced rates for 
energy efficient and environmentally 
friendly products and services, 
counterbalancing unfair competition 
which results from externalities not 
reflected in the price of a good or service

Or. en

Amendment 14
Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Is deeply concerned about the 
existing intra-Community VAT fraud, 
which undermines the well functioning of 
the internal market, with 100 billion 
euro's leaking away every year;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Asks the Commission to come up with 
proposals to solve the problem of VAT 
fraud without undermining the well 
functioning of the internal market or the 
fiscal sovereignty of the Member States;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 c. Asks the Member States to increase 
cooperation between local tax offices in 
order to act faster in cases of fraud, by 
exchanging information and providing 
mutual assistance;

Or. en

Amendment 17
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs;

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the single market; notes that 
the varying nature of the current VAT 
arrangements for intra-EU trade tends to 
reflect negatively on businesses, and 
especially on SMEs;
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Or. pt

Amendment 18
Zigmantas Balčytis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs.

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs and observes that it is necessary to 
take effective measures to reduce the 
administrative burden imposed on 
undertakings by VAT.

Or. lt

Amendment 19
Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the 
current VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs.

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, some businesses see the 
current VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade can tend to reflect 
negatively on SMEs;

Or. da
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Amendment 20
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the 
current VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs.

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
burdens, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs; therefore calls for a reform of the 
current rules that would ensure a better 
fiscal environment for EU enterprises;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Philippe Juvin, Constance Le Grip

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs.

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs; calls on the European Commission 
to give some thought to harmonising the 
rules on VAT bases and strengthening 
administrative cooperation among 
competent national authorities.

Or. fr
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Amendment 22
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs.

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs; observes that the public and 
private sectors should be subject to the 
same rates of VAT for the same action.

Or. lt

Amendment 23
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs.

2. Stresses that, as a result of the 
complexity of rules and administrative 
constraints, businesses often see the current 
VAT system as an obstacle to the 
completion of the internal market; notes 
that the current VAT arrangements for 
intra-EU trade tend to reflect negatively on 
SMEs; observes that the public and 
private sectors should be subject to the 
same rates of VAT for the same action.

Or. lt

Amendment 24
Iliana Ivanova
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Asks the Commission to consider 
introducing standardized form for 
invoices in all EU languages which would 
facilitate businesses in working on the 
internal market;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Emphasises that rendering the VAT 
system fraud proof must be a key priority, 
given massive losses incurred by Member 
States, possibly amounting to 100 Billion 
Euro. Particular attention needs to be 
paid to "carousel" fraud. Recalls the 
detailed suggestions contained in the 
Bowles report (A6-0312/2008), which are 
still valid and should be implemented 
without delay.

Or. en

Amendment 26
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Points out that the new VAT system 
should encourage cross-border 
transactions and thus, contribute to the 
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deepening of the Single Market; considers 
that standardization in the area of VAT 
obligations would present significant 
added value; therefore calls on the 
Commission to look into the possibility of 
creating a standard EU VAT return 
available in all official languages or of
having an exhaustive list of standardised 
VAT obligations that can be imposed by 
Member States;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 b. Highlights the importance of a 
uniform approach with regard to the 
applicable thresholds for VAT exemption 
under the special scheme for small 
businesses to avoid fragmentation; 
considers that the possibility of covering 
cross-border supplies under this special 
scheme should be examined in order to 
better take into account the Single 
Market;

Or. en

Amendment 28
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 

3. Believes it is important to ensure 
convergence between on-line and physical 
environments, so as to put an end to the 
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stresses that e-retailers have greater 
difficulty to sell goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped;

existing discrimination in terms of 
differing VAT rates and complex
administrative procedures that are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 
stresses that e-retailers have enormous 
problems selling goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped;

Or. pt

Amendment 29
Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 
stresses that e-retailers have greater 
difficulty to sell goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped.

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 
stresses the importance of removing fiscal 
barriers to the cross-border activities of e-
retailers; considers that clearer VAT rules 
and VAT reporting obligations should be 
laid down for these firms in order to limit 
adaptation costs and improve the 
competitiveness of businesses based in the 
EU, so that the true potential of the single 
market does not remain untapped;

Or. hu

Amendment 30
Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures can be a 
challenge for development of e-commerce; 
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stresses that e-retailers have greater 
difficulty to sell goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped.

stresses that e-retailers can have greater 
difficulty to sell goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped;

Or. da

Amendment 31
Liem Hoang Ngoc

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 
stresses that e-retailers have greater 
difficulty to sell goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped.

3. Notes that different VAT rates and 
administrative procedures are a major 
burden for development of e-commerce; 
stresses that e-retailers have greater 
difficulty to sell goods and services in 
other Member States, leaving the true 
potential of the single market untapped;
considers therefore that the maximum 
harmonisation of VAT rates applicable in 
the internal market should be an objective 
to be attained as soon as possible by the 
Council;

Or. fr

Amendment 32
Pablo Arias Echeverría

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 – subparagraph 1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Calls for studies and analyses into the 
possibilities that exist for aligning VAT in 
cross-border e-commerce transactions 
within the EU, and for reductions and 
exemptions regarding payment of this tax, 
so that European businesses can benefit 
from the full potential offered by e-
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commerce.

Or. es

Amendment 33
Iliana Ivanova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Supports the full review of all current 
VAT exemptions in order to determine 
their relevance and their impact on the 
VAT chain; underlines the need for 
further coordination efforts on VAT 
exemptions; calls for an in-depth analysis 
of the compliance costs for SMEs with 
regards to cross-boarder transactions 
involving goods and services.

Or. en

Amendment 34
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses the need to develop a strategy 
at EU level for fighting tax avoidance in 
the context of VAT in relation to the 
parallel/informal economy, the aim being 
to prevent distortions of competition 
between enterprises and ensure a level 
playing field, while avoiding huge losses 
to the public treasury and breaches of 
social and labour legislation;

Or. pt
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Amendment 35
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. recalls that a general exemption is in 
place for air travel, which leads to market 
distortion, hitting particularly hard rail 
travel, which does not benefit from a 
generalised exemption

Or. en

Amendment 36
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Calls for an alignment of the 
applicable VAT rates for cultural goods 
sold online and offline; considers that 
such an alignment would contribute to the 
development of e-commerce and would 
respond to consumers' needs in the digital 
society;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Liem Hoang Ngoc

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Considers that the administrative 
procedures to be followed by businesses 
liable for VAT should be harmonised 
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further, particularly for international 
transactions within the Union; considers 
also that the level of cooperation between 
tax administrations should be further 
extended, particularly as regards the 
automatic transfer of information;

Or. fr

Amendment 38
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Observes that the establishment of an 
overall VAT system should reduce the 
operating costs of users and the 
administrative costs of the authorities and 
that this should make it possible to 
prevent fraud, tax evasion, crime and the 
associated money laundering, which are a 
serious threat to society on an 
international scale.

Or. lt

Amendment 39
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Observes that the establishment of an 
overall VAT system should reduce the 
operating costs of users and the 
administrative costs of the authorities and 
that this should make it possible to 
prevent fraud, tax evasion, crime and the 
associated money laundering, which are a 
serious threat to society on an 
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international scale.

Or. lt

Amendment 40
Liem Hoang Ngoc

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Notes that VAT fraud remains a major 
problem in the European Union and is 
one of the main sources of the estimated 
losses of between 60 and 100 billion in tax 
revenue each year for the Union and the 
Member States, which hampers the proper 
functioning of the internal market;

Or. fr

Amendment 41
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the Digital Internal Market 
study; calls the Commission to improve 
interoperability of electronic signatures and 
to consider revision and extension of the 
Electronic Signature directive in order to 
reduce administrative burden for SMEs;

4. Welcomes the Digital Internal Market 
study; calls on the Commission to improve 
interoperability of electronic signatures and 
to consider revision and extension of the 
Electronic Signature directive in order to 
reduce the administrative burden on 
enterprises, especially SMEs;

Or. pt

Amendment 42
Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the Digital Internal Market 
study; calls the Commission to improve 
interoperability of electronic signatures and 
to consider revision and extension of the 
Electronic Signature directive in order to 
reduce administrative burden for SMEs.

4. Welcomes the Digital Internal Market 
study; calls on the Commission to improve 
interoperability of electronic signatures, so 
as to create a legal framework for 
recognition of secure e-certification 
systems, and to consider revision and 
extension of the Electronic Signature 
directive in order to reduce administrative 
burden for SMEs; emphasises the need for
mutual recognition of e-identification and 
e-authentication across the EU;

Or. hu

Amendment 43
Liem Hoang Ngoc

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the Digital Internal Market 
study1; calls the Commission to improve 
interoperability of electronic signatures and 
to consider revision and extension of the 
Electronic Signature directive2 in order to 
reduce administrative burden for SMEs.

4. Welcomes the Digital Internal Market 
study1; calls on the Commission to 
improve interoperability of electronic 
signatures and to consider revision and 
extension of the Electronic Signature 
directive2 in order to reduce administrative 
burden for SMEs whilst retaining a 
satisfactory level of control over the 
collection of amounts actually owed by all 
operators;

Or. fr

Amendment 44
Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5
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Draft opinion Amendment

5. Welcomes that from 2010 new 
electronic VAT refund system is put in 
place within the EU; calls on the 
Commission to report to the Parliament no 
later than July 2012 on the results, 
strengths and weaknesses of the new 
system.

5. Welcomes that from 2010 new 
electronic VAT refund system is put in 
place within the EU; calls on the 
Commission to report to the Parliament no 
later than July 2012 on the results, 
strengths and weaknesses of the new 
system; stresses that the new rules must 
always be reviewed to ensure that they 
provide appropriate protection against 
attempted fraud.

Or. hu

Amendment 45
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses the importance of 
establishing, by 1 January 2015, the 
'single counters' for VAT, and proposes 
the standardisation of invoices at EU 
level; 

Or. pt

Amendment 46
Philippe Juvin, Constance Le Grip

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls on the European Commission to 
revise Directive 2006/112/EC on the 
common system of value added tax in 
order to amend the arrangements for 
cultural goods and services distributed 
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online by introducing a reduced rate of 
VAT, as is already the case for cultural 
goods provided in ‘paper version’, in 
order to promote the development of the  
booming digital sector;

Or. fr

Amendment 47
António Fernando Correia De Campos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national 
policies or on the basis of national 
historical, economic, social or 
environmental factors.

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on differing levels of 
VAT in certain sectors, on the basis of 
national historical, economic, social, 
cultural or environmental factors;

Or. pt

Amendment 48
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national 
policies or on the basis of national 
historical, economic, social or 
environmental factors.

6. Calls for the suppression of all 
exemptions, and for the framing in a tight 
manner of reduced rates by establishing 
clear criteria for socially or 
environmentally justifiable reductions. 
Unless Member States are able to clearly 
demonstrate the social or environmental 
benefits of reduced rates, such rates shall 
be prohibited.
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Or. en

Amendment 49
Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors.

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced or higher
levels of VAT in order to better implement 
European and national policies or on the 
basis of national historical, economic, 
social or environmental factors.

Or. da

Amendment 50
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors.

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors; 
points out that in order to safeguard the 
efficiency and the neutrality of the VAT 
system, Member States should reassess 
the grounds for currently applicable VAT 
exemptions and reduced rates and limit 
them as far as possible in future;

Or. en
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Amendment 51
Liem Hoang Ngoc

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national 
policies or on the basis of national 
historical, economic, social or 
environmental factors.

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle, whilst paying heed to the 
improved coordination of Member States’ 
economic policies to limit tax competition,
Member States should only keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors as part of a 
concerted policy within Council and 
Parliament, in order to attain common 
objectives in the social or environmental 
fields.

Or. fr

Amendment 52
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors.

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors; 
points out that VAT exemptions applied in 
sectors of general interest and in other 
sectors help to improve national policy on 
growth and employment.

Or. lt
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Amendment 53
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors.

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their 
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors; 
points out that VAT exemptions applied in 
sectors of general interest and in other 
sectors help to improve national policy on 
growth and employment.

Or. lt

Amendment 54
Toine Manders

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Notes that according to the subsidiarity 
principle Member States should keep their
possibility to decide on reduced levels of 
VAT in certain sectors in order to better 
implement European and national policies 
or on the basis of national historical, 
economic, social or environmental factors.

6. Notes that Member States should for an 
unlimited period have the possibility to 
retain reduced levels of VAT in certain 
sectors in order to better implement 
European and national policies or on the 
basis of national historical, economic, 
social or environmental factors, on 
condition that this does not distort the 
internal market.

Or. nl

Amendment 55
António Fernando Correia De Campos
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Recalls that the creation of new own 
resources is a provision of the Treaty of 
Lisbon, and welcomes the Commission's 
recent proposal for 2014-2020 for the 
introduction of a Europe-level VAT as a 
source of financing for the EU budget;

Or. pt

Amendment 56
Marielle Gallo, Róża Gräfin von Thun und Hohenstein

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls, as a matter of urgency, for the 
introduction of a reduced rate of VAT for 
cultural goods and services distributed 
online in order to promote their 
development.

Or. fr

Amendment 57
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Stresses the need for better 
coordination between Member States on 
the applicable VAT exemptions and 
reduced rates in order to ensure a level 
playing field for enterprises doing 
business cross-borders;
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Amendment 58
Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Stresses that in order to encourage 
new business models in the book sector 
and in particular to stimulate the single 
digital market, the European Commission 
and the Member States have to ensure 
that a consistent and book–friendly tax 
policy is applied to books, whatever their 
format: printed, digital or audio; stresses 
that content, in any format, provides the 
same cultural and educational benefits to 
consumers;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Gabriel Mato Adrover

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Is in favour of keeping reduced levels 
of VAT for the flowers and ornamental 
plants sector, as laid down in Article 122 
of Directive 2006/112/EC. This sector is 
characterised by a high elasticity of 
demand, so any increase in VAT could 
have very severe repercussions on revenue 
in the sector, plus a serious impact on 
employment.

Or. es
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Amendment 60
Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Notes also that the possibility of 
applying reduced rates of VAT should be 
retained in the horticulture sector (live 
plants and other floricultural products), 
as laid down in Article 122 of Directive 
2006/112/EC, since this sector is 
characterised by a high price elasticity of 
demand.

Or. fr

Amendment 61
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 b. Considers that a regulation rather 
than a directive would be a more efficient 
legal instrument to ensure better and 
more consistent application of VAT rules, 
which would also lower the risk of double 
taxation or non-taxation;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

6 c. Underlines the need to improve the 
VAT collection systems, to enhance the 
existing tools and develop new ones for 
fighting against VAT fraud; considers 
that IT tools could be very useful in this 
respect;

Or. en


